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struggle quickensUICkensakensdduringtwingtwing the decade ofththee sisixties0atixti0es
eiled note tins711sisis the eleventh in air series of excerpts fromfront the

alaska natinative tandland claims book it1iai is hiethe hope of the tundra
times and alaska native Pounfoundationdation that the publication of
the series willivill Jurifurtherlier thelie understanding and implementation
ofot all parties involved aid affected by rite claims settlement
artact the book was released hybv the ANPAN in 1976 and was also
madrmade possible hybv a 1

7ord Pouninundationpoundationfoundationdation grant robert D arnold
edited the texi authors include janet archibald margie
bauman nancynanijananij yaw dawdavis robert A Pfrederickrederick paul
gaskin john I1 lava flockvelock darygarv flHolfolthaushaus chris mcneil
thomas richards jrir howard rock and rostra worl

A controversy of immense proportions is
rapidly coming to a head in alaska it is a situation
which has lain dormant except for sporadic out-
bursts since alaska was purchased from russia in
1867 this problem has been skirted by congress
alternately grappled with by the department of the
interior then dropped to allow the furor to settle
kept alaskan political leaders frustrated and the
courts have ruled time and again but never with
finality nornot clarity the problem is simply this
what are the rights of the alaskan natives to the
property and resources upon which they have lived
since time immemorialimtnemorial

william L hensleyigagruhhensley ilgagruk
what rights to land have

the alaska Nonativestives 01966966

in 1960 alaska natives made up about one fifth of the
states population although they were a minority of the
total most natives lived where they were a majority in
perhaps 200 villages and settlements widely scatterscatterededi across
rural alaska most of the white population lived in a
half dozen cities principally in anchorage fairbanks
juneau and ketchikan

living away from these urban centers most natives could
use the land as they and their ancestors had for thousands of
years continued use seemed a certainty

but the decade of the 196019wwaswas to be marked by the
emergence of new threats to native land rights in response
natives formed local and regional organizations to preserve
their rights and their lands communication among widely
separated villagers was improved as a native newspaper was
founded and as government programs began to bring natives
together in planning for the programs affecting their lives
after several unsuccessful attempts natives organized in the
second half of the decade into a statewide organization

by this time claims of natives to lands traditionally used
were being officiallyrecordedofficially recorded protests against the transfer of
land ownership to others were mounting there camecamo to be a
growing recognition among political leaders in the state and
the nations capital that solving the problem of native claims
was required partly because the claims were just and partly
because the future of the state itself was tied to finding a
solution to the claims

what began in 1961 as an
I1

effort by natives to preserve
their land rights against others was to be concluded with a
settlement of native land claims in 1971 by the congressthecongress

chapter 14
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new threats to land rights

project chariot
i

the first organized efforts of the 1960s1960si i to preserve
ancientan6ient land rights had their beginnings inthein the riroposed0rop9sed use
ofot atomic age technology thesethese efforts beganbeganlinbeg anlinin northern
alaskaaiaskat

t1veled
whenwhehlnupiateslimoinupiat eskimo artist howard rock traveledtr&veled from

seattleeattle to visit his birthplace at the village of point hope in
1961 he learned that the U 9S atomic energy commission
was planning to set off a nuclear device at nearby cape
thompson the exexperimentcrimeneriment which was called project
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arctic environmental information and data center chuck evans

capedtpecbpe thompson

chariot had brought scientists and engineers into the region
to plan for the use of the atomic explosive to create a harbor
where none had existed before the facility was expected to
be used eventually for shipment of minerals and other
resources from the northwest coast

residents of point hope Kivalmavalina and noatak worried
about the potential danger of radioactive contamination to
themselves and to the animals which they hunted for their
livelihood rock who soon found himself the spokesman for
point hope expressed concern over the failure of the
commission to think of the safety and welfare of the people
of the cape thompson area they did not even make a tiny
effort he said to consult the natives who lived close by
and who have always used cape thompson as a hunting and
egging area

despite assurances from the federal agency that project
chariot would be beneficial to the eskimos of the region and
to all of mankind northwest villagers remained strongly
opposed to it

iluntingrightshunting rights

the strong feeling against project chariot in the north-
west was matched in barrow in the outrage felt by other
inupiat eskimos over limitations being imposed upon their
age old practice of hunting ducks for subsistence at any time
pfaf the year

the hunting rights issue had its beginnings in 1960 when
statetate representative john Nusunusungtngyanusungingngingya was arrested for
shooting ducks outside of a hunting season established by an
international migratory birds treaty two days after he was
arrested 138 other men shot ducks and presented themselves
to federal game wardens for arrest by 1961 the charges
against all of them had been dropped but all natives were
warned that future violations would result in arrest and
prosecution
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anupinupinupiatlat paitotpairot
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to resolve these issues northern eskimoseskimdseskim6s enlisted the
support of the association on american indian affairs a
private charitable orbaniorkaniorganizationaaionation aed in new york citcity and
held a bonfeconfeconferencerince in barrow in novemberNav0vember afpf906611961 neithernother
issue was immediately settled but the conference6oderence aidwindidwindid win the
attention of high offiofficialsdials ofaheyofaheof the dU S department ofoi the
interior1 and 1it led tothedevelopmenttoithedevelopmenttothe development of the first regiregionalonal
nativnative organization to beJbe establishedbejestablished since the founding of
the alaska native brothersbrotherhbrotherhoodBrotherhood nearly ahallahalfirfialf century earlierburlier
the nnewpw organizaorganization11

tion inupiatjnulat paitotthepairotpaitot the peopled heridaherifaheritagege
chose Gguyuy okakok of barrow Asas presidentpresident

A second meeting of tnupiatinupiat paitotpairot also assisted by the
1 associationxssoci won washellwasheldwaswa heldsheld in latelat 1962 I1ini

n Kkotzebue twenty eight
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tundra times
an eider duck taken out of season barrow 1960
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howard rock al ketzlergetzler and al widmark 1964

delegates from villages as widely separated as kaktovikKak tovik on
barter island and Sstebbinstebbins on norton sound attended they
discussed their need for more schools employment oppor-
tunitiestuni ties and adequate housing but they gave their major
attention to the problem of growing threats to the continua-
tion of their food gathering way of life

delegates learned at the conference that there was little
promise in the one way open to them to obtain legal
ownership of land although the native allotment act
allowed a person to obtain title to 160 acres of land if he
could demonstrateedon strate use and occupancy over a five year peperiodbiodriod
there was a barrier to doing so the bureau of land
management the federal agency having custody of the public
domain had rejected hunting and fishing activities as proof of
use and occupancy under the act partly for this reason only
101 allotments had been made in alaska in the 6656 years since
the act had been adopted by congress

A guest of hhonjikumtinging was alfred ketzler an
athabasanAthaathabascanbasan indiaindiwInI1ndiandiw J ketzler was chairman of
dena nenanina benashhenash14enash our land speaks an association which
had beeribeeh organized earlier in 1962 to deal withdandwith dand rights
andandfpthermothrothr problems one of the results of its meetings he
eiplexplexplainedne waswas that our people learned thatthit almost every
village faces the same problems mainly land and hunting
rights jobs and village economy

ketzler was among the first to propose congressional
action tto preserve land rights instead of court action he
said

your grandfathers and romine1

ne left ththiss landand to
winualllll111s in the only kindandlnd of deed they knew ai0ic by
word of mouth and our continued possession
among our people this deed waswas honored just
as much as if it was written and signed by the
president of the united states untieunti recent
years a mans honor was the only deed
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tundra times
first president of inupiat bultotpaitotpultot guy okakok
of barrow

tundra times
dr henry S forbes benefactor of the
tundra times

necessary now things have changed we need
a legal title to our land if we are to hold it
our right to inherit land from our fathers
cannot be settled in court it is specifically
stated in early laws that congresscongre8s is to do this
by defining the way which we can acquire
title we must ask congress to do this

tundra times

by the time the second inupiat paitotpairot meeting was held
at least one recommendation of the first that a bulletin or
newsletter be published and circulated had been fully
realized the first issue of the tundra times was published
on october 1119621.19621962

the editor of the paper was howard rock who had
helped organize inupiat paitotpairot and who had ageabgeabee urged byhy
villagers to begin the newsletter hishit assistant was a fairbanks
reporter who had coveredc6verdcoverd the barrow meeting tomtoni snapp
financial support had been provided badrbydrby dr henry forbes a

massachusettssachusiftsmas physician who was chairman of the alaska
committee for the Assoassociationassociatiassociateciati n on american indian affairs

twitsin its first issue the editor told of two purposes it would
be a meansofmemeansansofof reporting the policies and goals of the native
organizationsorganiza eionstions 9 and it wouldwpuldbec6meabecome a source of information
6an6nn native issuesissue thefirstthe first tundratndandra times editorial aannouncedenouncennounce d

natinativesves ofalaskaof alaska the tundra timestimes is your
papaperper HASit is here to express your ideas your k

thoughts and opinions on issues that vitally
affect you with this humblebeehumblebehumble beginningbeginning we
hope not for any bistidistidistinctionI1 actionnction butbat to serve

selectedselecedselecttllSEL ECEd DATES
1961196119711961.197119611919 71

1961 state land selections threaten continued use of lands in minto
area

1961 inupiat paitotpairot meets to discuss protection of aboriginal
rights

1962 tundra times is established

1963 proposed rampart dam protested by stevens village and

other yukon river villages

alaska task force calls upon congress to define native land
rights

1966 statewide conference leads to organization of alaska federa-
tion of natives AFN

interior secretary stewart udall imposes a land freeze to
protect native use and mccuoccuoccupancypancy

1967 first bills introduced in congress to settle native land claims

native protests and claims to land reach 380 million acres

1968 alaska land claims task force established by governor
hickel recommends 40 million acre land settlement

i governmental study effort alaska natives and the land
asserts native land claims to be valid

1969 north slope oil lease auction produces 900 million for the
state of alaska

1970 A land claims bill is passed by the senate but natives are
disappointed in its land provisions

1971 bills pass both houses of congress but differences in them
require conference committee its compromise version passes

both houses

following acceptance by the AFN convention president

nixon signs the alaska native claims settlement act PL
9220392 203 on december 18

I1

with dedication the truthful presentation of
native problems issues and interests

the tundra times did not have to look very hard to find
issues many problems largely ignored by other newspapers
existed in the native communities inadequate educational
programs poor health care substandard housing conditions
incidents of discrimination and the lack of employment
opportunities for natives

the appearance of the tundra times gave alaska natives
a common voice for the first time 1itt was to explore a variety
of issues but its impact was to be most far reaching in the
attention it gave to land rights of eskimos indians and
aleutsaleuns

next conflicts

overover land seleselectionschonsc6ons

excerpts from the booktalasksbook alaska native land Claiclaimsins bby robert 0 arnold
etat ai&ia were copyrighted in 1976 by the alaska native foundation 515155 0
street anchorage alaska 99501 no portion althisolthisof this material may bbea re
proproducedcod without the permission of the alaska Nnativeactiveative foundationfouridaiion copies
of

tte
the bbookoo00 knowiriitssenow ih its secondco nd printing are again available from the alaska

native foundation at 11951.9595 per copy the production of the book Wwas
mmadeds possible by funds auauthorizedthorized by the indian education act supple

antedmentedmnted in part I1 by a orgrantan t fromthefrom the ford foundation I1

cout&vedcontinued next week


