
lake namedna e for johnsonjohns6njohnsen
A scenic lake located200located 200

miles north of fairbanksfairb&aksfairbahks and
just east of wiswisemaneman was recent-
ly renamed bob johnson lake

by the US board of geographic
names A longtimelong time landmark
for pilots the lake was formerly
named big lake

the renaming was the cul-
minationmi of two years efforts
by sponsoring to commemorate
the late robert R bob
johnson a long time pilot and
fairbanks resident

A time honored member of
alaskan bush aviation johnson
was lost whilewhilibhili flying with
three other on a mission over
the gulf of alaska in 1974

born in sebekahebeka minn
johnson initially worked for
united airlines as an aircraft
mechanic during world war 11II
he flew B 24 bombers spent

averpver9ver a year in a german prison-
er of war camp and earned
both the purple heart and
distinguished flying cross

following the war he studied
at the university of minnesota
married the former pat shep-
pard and moved to alaska in
1949 after short flying stints
in anchorage and mcgrath
the johnsons moved to fair-
banks to begin a long career
with the bureau of land
management BLM at the
time of his death he was

senior pilot of the interior
departments office of air ser-
vice for alaska johnsons
wife and three children continue
to live in fairbanks


