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RecentlyRecently , the AlaskaAt.lAtl. ka judiciary has come under increasedIIIcreasedIIIcreasedSCrutIllYincreasedscrutinyscrutinySCrutIllY ,

muchmULhmULhofmuchofof it criticalcntlcat This is especiallyespf'clallyespfclally' so sincesillce studies released lastlast-

year

last-

yearyear revealed the possibility that there may existeXlsl withinwlthm the systemsystem-

conscIous

system-

consciousconscious or unconscious racial bias , with NativesNallves and members ofof-

other
of-

otherother minoritiesnllnonl1es receivingrecelvlllg stiffer sentences than do theirIheir fellowfellow-

Clt

fellow-

cltvensCltcltvensliens
cltvensSeveral

Several groups , within andandwithoutwithout the judicial system , are exex-exex-

arlllnlllg

ex-

amining

¬-

aminingarlllnlllg that problem . And , to its creditcredll , the courtcourl systemsyslem itself isis-

taklllg

is-

takingtakingtaklllg steps to correct whatever inequitieslIIequitles mightmighl exist.. We will havehave-

to

have-

toto waitwaltwaitwewaltwe-wewe- hope not tooloa long - - to see to10 what extentextenl any rereore-rereo-

forms

re-

forms

¬-

forms are made along that lineline-

In

line-

InIn the meantime , however , there is a chance to10 improve the syssys-sysys-

tem

¬.-

tem rightnght now . And , we hope thatthai Gov . Jay HammondIlammond takes advanadvan-advan-

tage

advan-

tage

¬-

tage of that opportunity .

LastLasl week , the Alaska Judicial Council came out with the namesnames-

of
names-

ofof four persons , selectedselecled from a long listIIsl of applicantsapplicanls after anan-

drduous

an-

arduousarduousdrduous screening process.whomprocesswhom., it consideredconsideredWIconsideredwourywn.mywnmywouryWI! ., tny to fill(ill thethe-

scat

the-

scatseatscat on Anchorage'sAnchorages' Superior Court bench made1.1ade11ade. vacant by the unun-unun-

timely

¬.-

timelytllnely death of SuperiorSupenor CourtCourl Judge Peter Kalamaredes last springspnng .

The governor has about 4040moremore days inIII which to decide whichwhich-

of

which-

ofolof the four should be elevated to the bench . That decision should bebe-

made

be-

mademade purely on the basis of meritment.. The only question theIhe governorgovernor-

should

governor-

shouldshould ask himself when choosing among theIhe four is whether thethe-

person

the-

personperson under considerationconsiderallon will make a good judge , one who willwill-

be

will-

bebe a credit to and perhapserhaps improve a .troubledtroubled.
, and not particularlyparticularly-

well

particularly-

wellwell understoodunderstoodcourlunderstoodcourtcourlcourt systemsystem-

ItItII is loo100too importantimportanl a position to be filled by any other criteriacriteria-
fhan

criteria-
thanMianfhanthan who is best legally and temperamentally qualified to do thethe-

besl

the-

bestbestbesl job possible under difficultdifficultandand tryingryingI circumstances . ThoughThough-
I

Though-

thereIliereherethereI might be an understandableunderslandiblcundersland iblc< temptationlemptatlon to10 letlei political oror-

other

or-

otheroilierother considerations playplayaa part inIII hisIlls choicechoicc , thisII1Is is oneonc area inIIIII-

Iwhich

in-

whichwhich the governor has theIhe power of appointmentappomtmenl thatIhal he shouldshould-

valiantly

should-

valiantlyvaliantly withstandwllhwithstandsucht.lndtlndt.lndsuch. such temptations andandmakemake hisIlls decisiondecI'olOndecIolOn' purelypurely-

onon meritmen I and abilityability-

The

ability-

TheThe tourtLourtcourt systemy tcm , especiallyespeLlallyeespeLlallyinpeLl"lIypeLllIy" in111 theseIhe c troubledlroubledIroubled tunestlll1e , deservesdedeserves-

no

erve .

no less , nor , ccilamlyceitalnlyLCI talllly , do wewc


