Senate extends submerged lands stu'ru're

WhSH[NGTDN D.C. — By
unanimous consent the U.S. Senate
has agreed to extend the statute of
limitations on submerged lands for one
ear in order to avoid needless
ﬂ:mm between State of Alaska and
state's Native corporations, accor-
to Senator Frank Murkowski.
urkowski said the extension
would also allow more time for Con-
. gress to act on a long-term solution to
the submerged lands problem.
The senator said when the five-year
statute of limitations expired in

December, 1985 the state of Alaska
was required to file lawsuits against
Native corporations under the

su lands provision in the
aﬁﬁ'ﬁm Interest Land Claims

Act (ANILCA). This provision deter-

mines the navagability of Alaska's

rivers, lakes streams.
Murkowski has sponsored legisla-

tm nuw End in the Senate
tu:f Resources Com-
mmu whu:h would develop a com-

r:henswe solution to the problem.
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resolve this issue."’
state has al filed one
suit,”” Murkowski said. * since the

statute of limitations was extended,
many additional, whmm

have been avoided."
Under Murkowski’s
statute of lumtlhuns

lhc

1o use the same survey and conveyance

idelines in Alaska that are current-
y being used in other states. Since
19!3 Department of Interior has

faund in MEJ“H ﬁﬂﬁhm 3

In a related matter, Murkowski said
LTI
its use of the BLM

:un:r manual in entitlement. The
court ruled in favor of the Department
which will now ire the BLM

survey manual to be used in Alaska.

“*It simply isn't fair to treat Alaska
differently the other 49 states in-
this regard,’’ Murkowski said.



