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Planning Underway for Colorful Eskimo Olympics
-

.

As spring stirs , the EskimoEskimo-
Olympics

Eskimo-
OlympicsOlympics is also beginningbeginning-
toto stir and plans for thisthis-
unique

this-
uniqueunique spectacle are nownow-
being

now-
beingbeing formulated .

The enthusiasm for participartici-ppartici-
pation

artici-articiartici-
pation

¬--
pation in the OlympicsOlympics-
performances

Olympics-
performancesperformances by the villagesvillages-
isis already apparent .

"II" was very pleasantlypleasantly-
surprised

pleasantly-
surprisedsurprisedsurprisedwhenwhen I went toto-
Kotzebue

to-
KotzebueKotzebue that the peoplepeople-
there

people-
therethere are really anxious toto-
take

to-
taketake part in the EskimoEskimo-
Olympics

Eskimo-
OlympicsOlympics ," said LauraLaura-
Bergt

Laura-
BergtBergt , chairman of the EOE0 .

She said that plans for

fund raising were underwayunderway-
atat Nome to send King IslandIsland-
village

Island-
villagevillage performers toto-
Fairbanks

to-
Fairbanks

to-
FairbanksFairbanks . This year , thethe-
Olympics

the-
OlympicsOlympics will be held onon-
August

on-
AugustAugust 9 through 12 and thethe-
performances

the-
performancesperformances will be stagedstagstaged-
at

eded-
atat the Memorial Park , thethe-
home

the-
homehome of the FairbanksFair anks Gold-GoldGold-
panne

Gold-
panners

Gold-
panners

-
pannepannersrs .

Laura Bergt said that sheshe-
was

she-
waswas anxious to get participartici-partici-
pants

partici-
pants

-¬-
pants from the CanadianCanadian-
North

Canadian-
NorthNorth . She said she hadhad-
talked

had-
talkedtalkedtalkedwithwithwithsomesome peoplepeople-
from

people-
fromfrom Inuvik , who came toto-
Fairbanks

to-
FairbanksFairbanks recently , aboutabout-
Canadian

about-
CanadianCanadian participation in thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo Olympics .

If it could bebearrangedarranged ,

Laura wouldwouldmoremore thanthan-
welcome

than-
welcomewelcome the Drum DancersDancersf-
rom

Dancersf-
romfrom Inuviklnuvik , seal hookhook-
throwers

hook-
throwersthrowers , Eskimo OlympicsOlympics-
queen

Olympics-
queenqueen pageant contestantscontestants-
arid

contestants-
andandaridaridotherandotherother entries thethe-
Canadian

the-
CanadianCanadian North can furnish .
She said this would give thethe-
Olympics

the-
OlympicsOlympics an internationalinternational-
flavor

international-
flavorflavor whichwhichwouldwould givegive-
added

give-
addedadded interest to thethe-
spectacle

the-
spectaclespectacle .

Laura andandotherother interestedinterested-
people

interested-
peoplepeople will be listening forfor-
news

for-
newsnews from the bowheadbowhead-
whalers

bowhead-
whalerswhalers at Point Hope ,

Barrow , Wainwright and St .

Lawrence Island . TheThe-
reason

The-
reasonreason :

"ThatThat" muktukmuktukeatingeatingeating-
contest

eating-
contestcontest we put on last yearyear-
turned

year-
turnedturnedturnedoutout to be veryvery-
popular

very-
popularpopular , '"* Laura Bergt said .
"SomeSome" tourists even tooktook-
part

took-
partpart in it andandenjoyedenjoyed it. "

For the first time last year ,

knuckle hop was introducedintroduced-
and

introduced-
andand it was enthusiasticallyenthusiasticalYenthusiasticalY-
received

enthusiastically-
received

]
received by the audienceaudien .

Laura said that new gamesgames-
will

games-
willwill be put on . Some of themthem-
will

them-
willwill be difficult - andand-
competitive

and-
competitivecompetitive .

"SomeSome" of the games willwill-
be

will-
bebe endurance contests andand-
some

and-
somesome of them are actuallyactually-
painful

actually-
painfulpainful ,

*"' Laura Bergt pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout. "ButBut" then they are truetrue-
Eskimo

true-
EskimoEskimo games and they werewere-
performed

were-
performedperformed throughout the pastpast-
to

past-
toto enhance the ruggedness ofof-
the

of-
thethe men needed in theirtheir-
evere

their-
severe; *""'severeevere surroundings .

One of these is expectedexpected-
toto be the earear-pullingearpulling-pulling contestcontest-
performed

contest-
performedperformed byby two men , usually

withwithaa braided caribou sinewsinew-
loop

sinew-
looploop , where eacheachmanman putsputs-
the

puts-
thethe sinew break through thethe-
base

the-
basebase of his ear . The_ men thenthen-
begin

then-
beginbegin to pull at a signal .

In the heat ofd competitioncompetition-
inin villages in the past , it waswas-
not

was-
not

was-
notnot uncommon toto1hesees e-1he-1he1hes-
inew

-the-thethe--the-
sinew

the-
sinew

---- .

sinew break through the fleshflesh-
ofoff one or both men'smens' ears .
The man who outpullsoutpIlls thethe-
other

the-
otherother is the winner .

As usual , there will bebe-
Eskimo

be-
EskimoEskimo dance contests .
Pete SovalikSovalikofof Barrow isis-
already

is-
alreadyalreadyalreadyrehearsingrehearsing hishis-
dancers

his-
dancersdancers for the occasion .

For the first time in tietmtm-
sixyear

tie-
sixyearsixsix-yearsixyear--year history of thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo Olympics , a program

booklet was published lastlstllast-
year

stst-
yearyear that provedproved-popularprovedpopular-

popular..' JtJt-
will

ItIt-
will _ .will beb donedoneagain- again-againagain-againthis.- this yearyetye-yeyear-
Ross

-t-tt-Ross
-.. - --

Ross Schaeffer , a student atat-
the

at-
thethe UniversityUniversity-Universityof- of AlaskaAlaska-
from

Alaska-
fromfrom Kotzebue , is making a .

series of original drawingadrawingfidrawings-drawingsdrawinga-
of

drawingf-
iof

drawings-
of

,._-_ . - - ,

-ofof--ofihe-iheihe- the-- OlympicsOlmPlcs events forfor-
the

for-
thethe booklet .

"ItIt" would be greatgreatif-ifififsome-- somesome-
of

,

ofofourour Eskimo and IndianIndian-
citizens

Indian-
citizenscitizens wouldwouldsendsendsend-sendin

-

in shortshort-
stories

short-
storiesstories for the program book ,"'
Laura Bergt said . ;

More than usual interest inin-
the

in-
thethe CentennialCente ill! .yearyear'year.' EskimoEskimo-
OlYmpics

Eskimo-
OlympicsOlympics is ' developingdeveloP Dg: andand-
the

and-
thethe unique program

_ isis-
pro

is-
promisingpromisingpro ising to bebeeveneven moremore-
spectacular

more-
spectacularspectacular this year .
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