
Gambell A.pPApPAppealsAppeals-
For

. alsals-
ForFor Gasoline, Oil

GAMBELL , Alaska , 9974299742-
St

99742-
StSt . Lawrence IslandIsland-
Apr

Island-
AprilAprilApr l 5 , 19671967-

Dear

1967-

DearDear Editor :

The Native village ofof-
Gambell

of-
GambellGambell , on St LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland has very littlelittllittle-
gasolinegasoline andandnono lube oiloil-
left

oil-
eftleft! eft for the rapidly approachapproach-approach-

ing

approach-

ing
¬-

ing spring hunt for whaleswhalswhal s ,

walruswalwalruru sandsandoogrukandoogrukand oogruk .

Our store cannot afford toto-
purchase

to-
purchasepurchase the gasoline andand-
lube

and-
lubelube oiloilcommerciallycommercially ,

because it is in financialfinancial-
difficulty

.

difficultyd i Hi cu I ty .

On March 15th , the GambellGambell-
IRA

Gambell-
IRAIRA CouncilCounciCouncilsentIIsentsent an urgenturgent-
request

urgent-
requestrequest to Governor Hickel ,

asking for assistance .

CopiesCopi es were sent toto-
Congressmen

to-
Congressmen

to-
CongressmenCongressmen Howard PollockPolockPolock-
in

Pollock-
in

!

in WashingtonWash ington , SenatorSenator-
"Bob

Senator-
"Bob"BobBob" " Blodgett and RepreRepre-Repre-

sentative
Repre-

sentative
-¬-

sentative Tom Balone inin-
Juneau

in-
JuneauJuneau . In Senator Pollock'sPollocksPollock's-
reply

Pollock's-
reply

'
reply , he feltfeltconfedentconfedent thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Governor wouldwoul d be ableablabl-

to
able-

to
e

to assistassi st us . HoweverHowever/HoweverHoweverby./,, by thethe-
30th

the-
30th30th30thofof MarchMarchwewe still hadhad-
not

had-
notnot heard from the Governor .

Onqn that day the IRA CouncilCouncil-
placed

Council-
placedplacedplacedaa call to the BIABIA-
Area

BIA-
AreaArea FieldFi eld Office in NomeNome-

and
Nome-

andandandaskedasked them to heiphelp us in

contacting thethe Governor .
They sent a teletype to thethe-
Governor's

the-
Governor'sGovernor'sGovernors' office . TheThe-
following

The-
followingfollowing day we calledcall ed thethe-
Governor's

the-
Governor'sGovernorGovernor'sGovernors' s office . The personperson-
we

person-
wewe spoke to hadhadnonono-
knowleAge

no-
knowledgeknowledgeknowleAge oiof<? ff.9ur.9ur9urour.our letterIetterI etter , but ,

'

saidssaidshefc!" 'shesheshe would look into thethe-
matter

the-
mattermatter . OnOn'MondayOnMonday"MondayMonday"' AprilApril3rd3rd ,

we receivedreceivedaa telegramtel.egram
. fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Governor dated AprilArilApril1st{) 1st1 st.
It ,- stated that "TraderTrader" EdEd-
Shepard

Ed-
.shepard

Ed-
Shepard-ShepardShepard.shepard.shepardwillShepardwill-. will be inin.GambellinGambellin.Gambell-
next

,. GambellGambell-
nextnext week . Ed feelsfeel s that hehe-
can

he-
can

'

can loan twentytwen-'tytwen-ty' bdrflesbbrribarrlesrrirrieses .

Attemp.tsAttempts. throughthroughotherotherother-
sources

other-
sourcessources failed . '"* UnfortunUnfortun-Unfortun-
ately

Unfortun-
ately

¬-
ately , twenty barrelsbarrel s iisis-
insufficient

ss-
insufficientinsufficient . We needneedatatat-
least

at-
leastleast seventyseventy-twqseventytwqseventy-twotwo- two barrelsbarrelbarrel-
and

s .

andandoneone hundredhundred-aridhundredaridhundredaridseventy'- andandseventyseventy-seventyseventy-
five

seventy-
five

seventy-
five

--
five gallons ' of SAE 30 outout-out-
boarod

out-
board

¬-
boardboarodboarodmotorboardmotormotor oil to last usus-
during

us-
duringduring the spring hunt .

EachEachofof the eighteeneightee boatsboats-
here

boats-
herehere averages 4.5454 .? barrelbarrelsspfs __ofof-
I

of-
eaded

- .

leadedeadedI gas _eacheachspringspring.
.-

Last year the village ranran-

out

ran-

outout of gas andandwaswas forced toto-

purchase
to-

purchasepurchase it from nearbynearby-

Savoonga

nearby-

SavoongaSavoonga , sixtysisixtymiles5ty5tymil' milesmil es away ,

andandalandalsoalsoal so from Mr . Shepard .

With the gasoline wewe-
purchased

we-
purchased

we-
purchasedpurchased from these twotwo-

sources
two-

sourcessources , we barely hadhad-
continued

had-
continued

had-
continued(continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6) Th"/



Gambell Appeals for Gasoline . .
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enough food for the winter ,

because the spring huntinghunting-
had

hunting-
hadhad been very poor , eveneven-
with

even-
withwith the two whales thatthat-
were

that-
werewere killed . One other whalewhale-
was

whale-
waswas killed but very littlelittle-
meat

little-
meatmeat waswa s taken due to thethe-
bad

the-
badbad ice conditions . At anyany-
rate

any-
raterate , many peoplepeop IIee hadhadnonono-
dog

no-
dogdog foodfoodatat allallandand barely-
enough

barelybarel yy-

enoughenough for themselves . WeW-
ecannot

W-
ecannotcannot afford to have ourour-
children

our-
childrenchildren hungryhungryagainagain nextnext-
wi

next-
winterwinterwi nter . In some cases thisthithis-
year

ss-

yearyear , parents were forced toto-
go

to-
gogo without food for a day oror-

more
or-

moremore so that their childrenchichildren-
could

IdrenIdren-
couldcouldcouldeateat . No one wants toto-

see
to-

seesee thisthi s happen again .

Without the leadedleadedgasgasgas-gas-
oline

gas-
oline

¬-

oline and lube oil to hunthunt-
with

hunt-
withwith this spring , the villagevillage-
anan insufficient supply ofof-
meat

of-
meatmeat storedstoredawayaway for nnextnext-
winter

extext-
winterwinter . AndAndeacheach year gamegame-
is

game-
isis becoming harder to find ,

thereby necessitating moremo"emoemopemo"e-

gasoline
mop-

egasoline
;'"gasoline . The Russians areare-

now
are-

nownow hunting in the samesame-
waters

same-
waterswaters as we hunt . ThisThiThis-
i

ss-

isisi s proof that game iisis-
becoming

ss-
becomingbecoming more scarce eacheach-
year

each-
yearyear .

LoansLoan s ofofgasolinegasoline to ourour-
store

our-
storestore willwi II help , but, willwiwill-
only

IIII-

ononlyononlymeanIyIymeanmean that we'llwell' havehave-
that

have-
thatthat much less gas for thethe-
next

the-
nextnext year . Usually , wewe-

trade
we-

tradetrade ivoryivorycarvingscarvings , rawraw-
tusks

raw-
tuskstusks andandsealsealsealskinsskins for the

gasolinegasol ine we buy . To .

commercially fly in the gasgas-
would

gas-
wouldwouldwouldmeanmean a purchasepurchase-
price

purchase-
priceprice that would be prohibprohib-prohib-
tive

prohib-
itive

¬-

itivetive . As it is now , we pay
$ .9595,95., per gallon .

The onlyonlysolutionsolution wewe-
hoped

we-
hopedhoped for was the possibilpossibil-possibil-
ity

possibil-
ity

-¬-
ityityofof the Air ' NationalNNational-
Guard

ti narnar-
GuardGuard flying the gasoline inin-

for
in-

forfor us. From whom or wherewhere-
we

where-
wewe would get it we diddidnotnotnot-
ood

not-
andandood do not know . We hadhad-

placed
had-

placedplacedplacedveryvery high hopes thatthat-
G

that-
GovernorGovernorG:> vernor HickelHickelwouldwould bebe-
abl

be-
ableableabl e to help us in thisthithis-
regard

ss-
regardregard . Obviously he hashas-
not

has-
notnot , or couldcouldnotnot for somesome-
reason

some-
reasonreason .

What we would like toto-
to

to-
toto know is thisthi s : If the dogsdogs-

inin the Fort Yukon area cancan-

be

can-

bebe helped by flying theirtheitheir-
owners

rr-

ownersowners to areas where theythey-
coul

they-
couldcouldcoul d hunt cariboucari bou for theirtheitheir-
dogs

rr-
dogsdogs , then , why can'tcant' thethe-
P

the-
PEOPLEPEOPLEP EO? L E of GambellGambelI bebe-
helped

be-
helpedhelped ?

Mr . Rock , we would greatlygreatly-
appreciate

greatly-
appreciateappreciate it if you wouldw-JuldwJuldwJuld-
publi

would-
publish

'-
publishpubli sh thisthi s letter in youryour-
newspaper

your-
newspapernewspaper , so that ourour-
fellow

our-
fellowfellow Alaskans can seesee-
what

see-
whatwhat is happeninghapp'ening' here .

Thank you very much .

Yours truly ,

The Gambell IRA CouncilCouncil-
Clement

Council-
ClementClement Ungott Pres . I.R.AIR.AIRAf.R.AfR.AfRA.. . .


