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Many of our elected govemment ufh:iqlt are luwdy
confused about who our trve spokesman are. If we do not
designate leaders clearly ond strongly, the govemment
might make their own decision, choosing whoever comes
closest to what they i_l_rut to hear. Mony tragic treaties
of the past were signed in the nome of the Indian by men
who gained personally by turning against their fellow
natives.

We too can learn from history if we do not ollow the
second donger, indifference, to overcome us. We must
take octive interest in electing officials of the native
organizations that represent us. We must not leave the
the job 1o others or we will find words spoken in our
names that are for from what we truly desire. We never
hove had o more urgent need thon now for our most

articulate, intelligent ond responsible people to come \
forward. But they moy not come forward unless theyare
assured thot they will not have to fight alone.




