By Edwin Simon of Huslia
As told to
Louis Blaine Thoreson

Long ago the
five or six wives and

the big man’s camp.
The big man had
the mosquitos very

the birch tree he held the
pumpkin in his hands and said
to it, “You must fight the
m csquitos for me.”

He brought the pumpkin
inside his igloo and bumed it
there. All the mosquitos left.
After all the m itos were
gone from inside his igloo the
big man set the buming pump-
kin outside his door to chase
the mosquitoes away from the
camping area. Since that day
the Indians have bumed birch
pumpkins to keep mosquitoes
out of their houses and away
from their canps. One pumpkin
will bum for about two days.

The big man said to the
birch pumpkin, “We will use

the big man had

ATHABASCAN STORYTELLER-Edwin Simon of Huslia
is widely known in his area as o master storyteiler. He
is pictured in his charocteristic manner of storytelling
sitting on a bgnch beside the porch of the Ingalik K ashim
at the Native Village on the grounds of the Alaske 67 in
Foirbanks.
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ut a burmmin in w
' fire wu: The fire burns
very slowly on just one side
of the pumpkin. In the moming
the pumpkin is held by the
part which is not buming and
is shaken over ‘gl grass and
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The ashes from the bumed
pumpkin are white. The
Indians take regular tobacco
purchased from the store or
trader and mix it with pumpkin
ashes by grinding in 2 wooden
bowl. This ground mixture
they use as a kind of snuff



‘Pumpkin’ e
(con tinued from page 3)

month. -
un;. Thoresan clida these

advantages of the old Indian
ways, he must also use the
mummdmlha:pm
these old ways.
!{mmnhnmgm
pumpkin for chasi
mﬂhﬁ:‘h!w%ﬂh
not sitt on anything which

will bun.. Seme ground will
burn—ground which has
grass, dry rools, dry leaves
nndstick:;wdypenﬂm.
in it.
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lcrnpedm,;rml,s'
or campfire ashes. {
where it cannot be knocked
whchdiwoﬂed'y |
or brush.
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so Mthmll ire is
out, Carry the hrm[u or
burned in in @ coniainer
from ich ashes or sparks
will not fall.



