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editors note eskimo whalingg inw the arctic61k is elcexcexcitingW
dramaticdramatdragat icanic an experienceexper thatAW can jieneverever behe foWforgottenfowjenfowlenjen by thosetkose1&6e
who have taken part in ilit it can alsalsoa bebeddangerousbedmorousmorous the bow-
head

bew
1whaleie likeme its cousin awewhaleswwesi isas9s ananinlellientantmal

that fights bachrtdithback witk greatgrgaigagai destructiuenedesuuctivenessss somesometimesines wuh
lethal ifeffectserectsrects thetaeTae followingfiollowlng andord concluding ksk4sinstallmentsailmiew of
the story DRAMATIC DANGEROUS WHALING DAYS RE-
CALLED points outbid semesame of the near tragediesiiagedids and one thai
wasfatalwarwas ratalfatal

portpart three

by HOWARD rackr6ckROCK
times editor

backgroundbackjoodn&of of tragedytraigedtraiger
my paternal ggrandfather

kakarnaqxaksirnaq wwasas a whalerawhaler of
goodgoad reputeandrepute and hefie had died
a victim of a whale he soughtsovkht
toito taketaken

at the time whis death
the tildqaqlwqaq wbchalerswhalerswbalersalers were
using their own traditional
wweapons the whale iiarphwphep cons
of bone or ayijyiuyoryapry a far cry
fromeverifrom even the obsoleteobdblete timed
projectprojectilesiles uusedtodayedtodayusedsed today at the
village and other mhdwhdwhaling
communities

kakaimaqkakairnaqKakaimaq and his crewofcrew of
three adults and three boys
oneon of which was his son
weyahok my father had goneone
inin pursuit of a good sized
whale my father had been
14 yeyearsrs old theoldesfconetheoldestoneTheoldestone
akakmachakmachakfilachik was 16.16 and the
youngest Koonokoonookbk was 13

kakaimaqkakairfiaqKakaimaq had struck at the
usually accepted target brea-
the kidney area cccathecfthethe animal
since the oldtime eskimo
whalerschalers could never hope to
killwhaleskill whales enan thespotthdspotthe spot they
went for this target that
created internal ble6dingandbleeding and
weakened the bowhead in
comparatively short time

freak reaction
we gereinwereinwere1n a gcoygoodgcod pposition0d si on

and awawayag from the usual
danger pompointsts 0 my father
recalled sadly 1611I dont
knowknowhatkno whatwhat caused it perhaps
fatherfatherhadr had hit a ccertaineertainrtain nerve

whatever it was the whale
Tereactedacted in a freak mawer

in41qn an instant a yestireitbreit
forceforce from bdowfiattenedbelow flattened BCme
to the bottom of the umiak
andtheand the next moment a Ssick-
ening sensation 0ofI1r ssailingaji

through thethem air
intheifthethe whalewhale had caught us

squarelyrely under the aumlumlumiakak
with its great flukes smash-
ing hee framing to bits

1 I11 ieremembermember hitting the
water with great fbforcei rceafterafter
having been thrown dearcfdeardearce of
the wrecked umiak I1 then
weatwent underwater fort owh1whwhatat4t
seemed a long time efinifin1fid6uually
felt air around my hehead

1I looked around and osaw1sawI1 saw
ourpur boat had settled in the
water a shapeless thing

11therithen I11heardhwt&hersheard my fathers
voicevoice son are yay4youdu alrightallightv
I1 answered that I1 was heme
said tinaverymveryvery oadlyiiwyiiwi hurt and
I1 wont make it how about
the other 10srboys

it wasas miraculous that the
other beys and myself hadhadnotnot
been hurt except for asomeid md
bruises all the adults hadbad
apparently bbeeneen very badly
hurt they along with my
father did notnd suavesumvesurvive i

r

INYmy father kept encouragingen6ciuiaging
usis to try to swiiitoswim to ththee shore
ice which was about 125 feet
away we didnt know hohow to
swim myily father kept sayingsiyinghsiying

1 use your hands likejike
paddpaddleslesil we diddia

As 1I waswash about 25 feet
away from the icelice 3 could no
longer hear my fathers voice
he had apparently succumbed
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ceiuft imke k we
cew sod p&oijdwa
widliwitliwi4fi him we wereVPSM mvuufcy nejk
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acy1cy jjularullr uharuhwr bayb8y wowwlburwlbfr
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baulebhule it mtiit owour ileffilefcdkw
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ourow clotiiiclotiii kekeptpt us afloati
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to semo
sirockleecklxeck ha never liked

totd relate the strawytefbdytrawy it WAS
too doffedosfe tootod inbediatejandedfateinBediate it
waswaif a wonderwoader that he viWAS
able toio hunt whalemwbflleawhalei att all
with suchsuck a fnitoniftgfriaeain aadsnd
tragic background

was he ever anvidafrtda6vid we
dondontt know he bevernever showed
any aanifeetiitioftmodisetiot of it

the near Traitragedyiedy
alienallen rock gieirkieirkimwelfkimwell cabecome

very CIOclosewi feoto tragedy when
he baugcaugcaughtht hisMA huehw whale OBon
Mmay 241- 1961

1rI struck the whale and
theiheahe

I1
bembbofflbb6mb exploded he

recalled it began to tomauh
over andwd I1 thought I1 got it
affbffon thethel spotsool but all of a
sudden the beatat flukeshukefi
whipped out of the water andband
headed straight for us theyTMY
missed the bobowwoofr the umiak
and

I1
caymy head by about an ininchck

or two
theTM great elwingwhippmgwlwing actionktionkation

threw water aniomtoinio myray face wiwith
suchi3uchiauch force thatthil it blinded aeme
for several seconds tfif those
flukes had hit the umiak eveneveh
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