Research lab modest but vitally important

Compared 1o the Naval Arciie
Research Laboratories a few
mikes north, the North Slope Bo-
rough’'s new scientific research
laboratory in Browerville looks
very modest, butl right now the
Horough's research lab means a
o1 more 1w the scienlific com
munily than NARL, simply be-
cause the Borough’s lab is open
and NARL is ¢losed

Mayor  Brower recognized
thai at the worst possible time

the federal government ook
away all the science facilities on
the North Slope,” says North
Slope  Borouwgh  Enwvirommental
Protection  Office  Researcher
Kayv Dronenburg, “The new fa
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open NARL do non detract from
the unmediale unportance of the
Borough's research lab. Dronen
burg pomnts ou! that while the
NARL question drags on othe

decisions are being pushed
through, like increased ofl drill-
ing and seismic lesting in the
Beaulor! Sea

Meanwhile, only the Borough
seems willing 1o commil resour
ces 10 sludying the consequences
of such decisions

Dronenburg is proud of the
Borough facility but admits thal
due 10 the cost ol laboratory
equipment it may be awhile be
fore it is completely siocked.

He says the Borough
applied for equipment from
NARL but while they wait, *l
doesn’t make you feel good 10
EOINE withoul
equipment thal is selling a few
miles norih gathering dusi. They
have a full X-ray lab a1t NARL
bul we can't touch 1. It’s there
but 115 unavailable ™
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“We had a deciar call and ask
it it would be possible 1o use the
laboratory for a logistics hase

while conducting research on the

birds which inhabit the Slope.
He would have to bring three
incubators with him in order 1o
do so and siated that he was
willing to donate the incubators
1o the lab in exchange for the
privilege of using il," says the
EPO researcher.

e Borough's Environmental
Protection Office will be respon-
sible for operating the lab under
the direction of Dr. Tom Alben,
Science Advisor.

Dv. Albert will be using the
lab himsell as a base of opera-
tions as well as a number of visit
ing scientists. In addition 10 the
Borough’s Whale Census and In-
upial Marine Science Training
Program is now using the facility
as a logistics base.

The Borough's Environmental
Protection Office will be respon-
sible for operating the new re
search lacility. It was compileied
early this year and already has
seen heavy use. Besides a num-
ber of visiling scieniisis, il pro-
vides a base of operations for
Morth Slope Borough Science
Advisor Dr. Tom Albert

50 it may look small com-
pared 10 NARL but measuring
by present activity and imposr-
tance, the new North Slope Bo-

rough  Research  Laboratory
lakes on monumenial propor-
LIS

The new research center in Barrow operated by the
North Slope Borough Environmental Protection office
offers the only onsite laboratory for Arctic research
since the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory closed.



