The following letter was
gent 1o Al ska Sem. Frank
Ferguson:

As you kpmow, the United
_States will be hosting the 1984 -
WWorld Olympies in Los An-
geles, Athletes and spectaiors
from all over the world will
be there to observe these ath-
letes compete for top honors.
There will also be numerous
types of social and cultural
activities for these people.

Alaska also has an Olympic
event each year. The World Es-
kimo-Indian. Olympics. This is
an event held at the end of
each July in Fairbanks. Ath-
letes and Eskimo and Indian
dancers gather from all owver
the state and Canada Tor three
days of competition.

These games are games which
have been played by the Alas-
kan Native people for centur-
ies. These were more than just
sport as we know it, but were
a means of demonstrating the
various types of skills needed
in order 1o survive in this harsh
arctic environment, Games of
endurance, strength, » agility,
balanice, sl of which demanded
total concentration.
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in 1961, Frank Whaley and
the late Bud Hagberg organized -
the Mative games because they
felt that they would be lost,
also they were going to be used
to promote tourigm. The Fair
banks Chamber of Commerce
also was involved in thl.pﬂ
evenl.
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