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Aoss-countryAosscountryCross-countryCross, -- , skiing allows ,

trte,rte time \ooto\ ruminate onran Ideaideas
andatta'atta' often :; even tdto ftnd.ftndfind., tolu.tolusolu.
'tionstions' (ions to problems that , are
"importantimportant" to me'meme.'.. ,;.

Yesterday , asis.is.

'
{$ was sidingikung

along .thethe. ice-strewnicestrewn- fringes
, of

;
'the'the' the ' Bering

(,Sea , I began toto'to'

t ponder thefthi ,educational sys-syssys-

tem we have in contemporary
,Alaskan'vfllages.Alaskanvfllages.AlaskanvfllagesAlaskan"villages.Alaskanvillages.Alaskanvillages'" . And it teemedsimed

"-powerfullyp-owerfully"ppwer
' t6ily evidenteviden't

'
thatihat there

was a need for anart alternative
'toto' to what wSiv(! presently haveCrave ,

What we havehavols,1s1s, a patchworpatchwork
,

of?f .institutionalinstitutional. settings which
only Nrtherter'veNrtherterve(Vrther serve' tottqdeferior.ttqdeferior, eterior.eterior.
the muiy.muiymAny( ., stUIstill diversely rich
cultural ways of lifefife presentpresent..
lyly.existentlyexistent,.existent inIn'AlaskaInAlaska' Alaska today ,

ThisTh&Th& rnelangeinelange , referredfUrred; , to as

the ; R.E.A'A-RE.AAR.E.A'AREAAR.LXARLXA. . '
-, system , is a geo-geo-,

political ; arrangementairingement that alal.al.?

lows amalgamations of ,.villagesvillages
.

toqualifyto ,quai l fy'fy' forforState,
state andnd fedfed-fed-.

eraleml funding (66to( everything from'from'

hot lunches and Native culture
to the

, tdree.K'stdree.KstdreeKsthree .,, R'iRi' and the/trap-thetrapthe/"trimtrim" -:*
sient teachersteacher who instructlniiru'tlniirut' ,

themthem.them.',

AndAltd , In6 spitespite ofrot more , emem.em.
phasis'phasisphasis ' onort'ort'

, localfocal control , which
the R.E4ARE4A. ? ,do allow , AlasAlai'Alai'
kakin village/culturalvillageculturalvi4age/, cultural lifeways

continue, Utocrumble.tocrumblecrumble.crumble. , ,
"'

, ThlsThis , I'believe/isI'believeIbelieveis1
' believe/ is primarily'primarilyprimarily'

becausebecausi therile professionals ,wha
artfAt # Inlit .controlcontrol. toff ththd'thd' dail4iily
operation'operation', of'theoftheof ', the'the ' school-

s
aehools-

e
;: are

, non-NativesnonNativesnon-Natlvessnd'thenonNatlvessnd'theNatlvessndthe- , .andand.,

'
the structures

they'they' createcreate' ' to educate Native.Native.,

.childrenchildrenchildred., 'arkark' are [ tnercfore'tnercfore1hereforf' fundafunds ? ,

'mentallymentally' mentAllygepiesentativo
,
representative of their.theirtheir.,

.nori-Native.noriNative.norinoriNative. nod Native- originpriglns.priglns.

The resultresulll .thenthen. hen }iss a whitewhitt-whitt- ,

washed educational'educational' programprogram

with 'coursescourses'coursescourses' .;')hat'hat'
..emphasizeemphasize.

, conformity'toconformitytoconformity Fro' thethe-4nierkartthe4nierkart- American
mainstreammainstream styleAtyle ,:'of"ofof-' "- life -.
lhaflsChit Ato,,,to become6ecomeA, a good buslbus-bus) - ,

nessmahnessman or bureaucrat'bureaucrat' or hea ;

vyv-
"

v
" equipmentequlpinent ,

,
;operator-operator- or'orof'

someone'someonesomeone'ssomeones' secretaryse rctary'"isrctaryis'" is the only ,

way to go.go.,
, ConverselyCgnversely , while thethe-;- stustu-stu-

dent .isis., is in tchoofschool;, ., a '-stigma's-tigma'stigma'stigma'

' oulckly4ulekly beco'mesbecomesecolnts' attached ,toy,

the subsistence.subsistence ., huntingbunting and
fishing and trapping lifestyle of
his, parents , and grandparents,
Slowly , insidiously-insidiously,,- some of
the world'sworlds' mustmost healthful and
selKeliantself-reliantselfreliant- ways'ofwaysofways' of fife'fife(ifc'beginifcbegin' begin
to die.die. What at shameshamel!

So
,,, IseeihcI

,
;'seesee'

, , he jieed/forjieedfor,need/, for an
alternativealternstivd iniii AlaskaAlaski NativfeNative
education.education.. CertainlyCettainlyj; we can ,

, continue 'withwith' ourour R.E.A.A/sREA.AsR.E.A.AREAAsR.E.A.A.REAA.. . . /.s;,'
and B.UBUBAA. , ; ind1nd'1nd

'
our IncreasIncreas..,

ing locallocal .controlcontrol.; control within those
public schoolingschooliiig contextscontexts.contexts*.

,But let"let
"

usui proceedprocted one step
further.further., Let"Let

"

us begin'tObegintO' estab-estab-
lishfish "-

an
a-n'-ran
r-

an
"' .independentindependent., Alaska

'Native'Native' '

., .schoolschoolschool',, 'systemsystem' -.. -oneone.one-.

which should have ;, as'itsasitsas'as' Its pripi-14pi14- * ,

mary'goatmarygoat' goal* the preservation
"-pifp-ify-

ob
"

Native-NativeNative'-' languages andand
,
of foun-founfours-fours-

dationaldatibnail cultural forms such as
,

'valuesvalues' values which definedefuse ourbur basic
'identitydtritity( asas humanhumanbeingsi, beings and
as members ofor,, a particular
cultural'cultural' family.family. ;

This school would concen
.tritetrite.tratetrite onon'on' thethe'' 'firstfirst' P yearsyeart'yeart'

of fonnal education batbut could
alsoalso Include twofwd'fwd' additional
yearsyears of the , counterpart of
juniorjunloreollege, college ;,, , and 'itit' it wouldwould
bebd .locatedlocated.)orated In a'ruralarurala'rural area.area.,.'

It ' 'couldcouldCould","
be'-.culturebe.-culturebe-culture'

., culture specispiel'spiel'
fic'fic' In 'itsits'

Its '-enrollment
e-

nrollment'-Enrollment
E-

nrollment' (for .exexex*. *

ample , AthapaikanAthapaskan"'T11rlgitAthapaskanT11rlgit"'Tlingit.'drTlingit.drTlingitdr.;' or
InuitInuit'bfInuitbf) , ' bi'llbill' lt couldeould, beb "generalgeneralygeneral

"

,

'NotNot'
Not oniyyoutdonly'wouldonlywould', Its purpose

be 46rib"rib" preserve and strengthen
the"thetWopportunity"opportunity

,
to , learneam ,

,the
historical truths about con'con'
temporarytemporary'temporary ' socio-political-wo-sociopoliticalwosocio-pofiticaleco-pofiticaleco- - -: '
nomic'relationships'nomicrelationshipsnomic , ' relationships ;', especially.especially."

'

.thosethose. of American Natives and
' 'otherotherether minorities with the dpmdom*

inantlnantsoclety, society, including governsgovern-govern-
ments and.and.

. multinationalmultinational ;
,
stir6 ,

porationi.porationiporations.,
.

Its goal would riot be to
produce cynicscynics but ratherratheucItcit
izens

'
.who'.whowho. ,

' know'wh6knowwh6know ' who; they arere
andArid'understadliowAridunderstadliowunderstand; , how they bebe--

came that'that ' way.way. It would in-in-

jcufcate'anjcufcatean.culcateanculcatean.
';, Alaska Native pride

and spirit In all of its students
which I do notriot see .enoughenough.,

of infn graduates ofpf village pub *,

'lielienic' choolsrichoolsr( \y
This new breed of'of' alter ,

nativenative.tchoolnativetchool.
, school would "'"includeinclude'includesincludes a

currlcuiuncurriculum that mustmust'must' be a
more.more ., realistic compromise be ,

aweentween Alaska.Alaska .. Native"Native" ufeways'ufewaysGfeways '

and those , of;, ' tfwthe outside'outside'

Western world.worldwbrld.jwbrldj., BasicallyBasically ,' its
course work would Incorporate
thethe following :;'* Language

'
'developmentdevelopment' inin'in'

'both'both'both' ' ' the Native tongue
and in English alas(as a second'second''
languagelanguage) ;

, * BasteBasic .acadcm'fe.acadcmfeacadcmfeAcademfd' (skills:, . skills
taught In the Native tongue
and/orandor/ English

' Social studies'studies' knowledge
and skills , including'Including' locallocal
culturalcultural , history with a specspec.?.
61 focus on-'o-n' the-thetire'tire-' peculiar'peculiar '

historical relationship , 'bebe' be.be*.
tweentween AmericanAmerkan.andAmerkanand, .and Alas-Alas-
kankan Natives and .thethe., the , statestate
and federal governments.governments. '

ThereThere'wouldslso'beTherewouldslsobe'would , ilso
'
be anin cm.cmem .,

phasis on 'thosethose' contempor-contempor-,,
ary issues'issuesissue'" (including theirtheir

.historyhistory. ) Impinging on the lives ,

'ofof'of Native'Native' peoplepeoples both In11 Alas

ka and In(n thethe'eoatinentaltheeoatinental'continental U.SUSU.S.US.US. ,.,
Canada and the world.world.. .,

Example ',
,pfof these might InIn.In.

cludecludethe.thethe., problematical aspectsaispects

of land claims ,, subsiitence,1osubsiitence1osubsistence , lo
calcat

,
government (including

,

Coastal Zone Managementhlanagenient ).,

thethe Special Statustatus relatlontelatlohshiphjp
of, American NativeNailvd

,
peoples ,

and 'energyenergy'eneryenery'
, exploitationtxploitition "ofof'of"'

Native lands'badsbads' , by multinational
corporationcorporations.corporations .. .,

r

"
Survival , skillsskills , '. inctudmglrncludinga

bottt'botttbothvvrbaq'endbothvvrbaqend' rban.'endrban.endrbanend. ' rural cornycoral'coral
'

.. u. ponents.ponentsponentsw.
The.TheThe.urbariTheurbari. urban part'ofpartofpart ' of triethe curricucurrku.currku. ',

'runtrunt'

lum would traintrait the students iniri

how , to , deal withwlth'onwlthon'

.-
an

a-n., unfami-unfamiunfamil.unfamil,!-. .,
liar'-liar'liarjiar'jiar' '- institution , to their advan-advan-
tagerage

,
Whether, it be a-'collegea-college'college forfor''

an advanced education or a
branch'of"branchofbranch'tof'branchtof;' ' "' government1government'government' for a
wind , energyenergy

,

' grant'\'Thegrant'grant'TheThegrants',\;
' The rural

componentcomponent would makemake cer*

taintaln thatthat'studentsthatstudents'students knew howfow'tofowto' to
deal with .the.the.the., the.the. rigors of-ofof.-. the.the .,

natural environmentenvironment'
, into a'aai' wayways5

that '
,wa-

s

was-'
, sanctlone4sanctioned 'bythclrbythclr' by thelO

cultural roots.roots. .ww.. ,

'SinceSince' the school would*ould at
.-first
f-
irst.first be only lightly .fundedfunded.,

funded,
there "-would

w-ould"-would
w-ould"

have to be a limi-limilimi -

ted 'studentstudent' enrollment.enrollmentenrollment'.', ThuThis
would necessitate ta , selection
process which'which' could be per,
formedforme0yby local villagevillagiqschool, school

committees.committeescommittees.committees .

Teachers would be 'culledculled'

from the ranksranks ofoff'off' those Native
and non-NativenonNative- professionals
who have , both the , expertise

.neededneededneeifed., to facilitate studentstudents
*, '

,
,'

learning In this sortsod of, school , ,

letting'letting'settingsetting' ' as well asit the ; prc-'Jprc'JJpre-Jpre--'
ferredferridculturali.i,., cultural andanaAanguage; .languagelanguage. !'

backgroundbackground'which'woutdprobackgroundwhichwoutdpro' which ' ytwild pro " "

videvale them with the motivation,,41!'

commitment and sensitivity re Ji
; ,

quired In the .educationeducation. 'ofof' offu
Alaska Nativeatlve children.children. I

I usually"gousuallygousually"go tidingskiing
it '

fai6 the ,
;

late afternoon,
, SO, 1 can .watch".watchwatch.,

" ','

thethe sunsun sink into the Bering.-iBering.iBering.BeringiBering .; -;
I often wonder over thfrthe '

-,

analogy of the setting iurcsuit'suit '
,

with the possible demise ofofy, ',.:
Alaska NativeNative"" -culturesculturesculture- and
languages.languages. '. ;

f t't'
II believe that'that ' aas'as' AlaskanAlaskans ?

;,

and ; "asas"as AmericansAmeikans"Ameikans" ,
we-wewe.we-. aie'-1'aie-1are ' '

poorerpooret for what 'Culturalcultural , dede-de*;-
structionstruction there

,

'ltias'ltiashas
' already

"

been.been., I only hope that wewe cancin
stop in tunetime andand.and

.
taketike stock of,'

the ,bitterbitter consequencesconsquences , that v-v-

will occur if wewe allow ourout ,'
,

rich 'AlaskanAlaskan
'
Alaskan NativeNative , cultural ,

,

sun toio'io' set completely.completelycompletely..Wecompletely.WecompletelyWe. .WeWe. do ,, '

not have -to"to"to- lo,

"" letlet, .thisthis. happen.happen., '

and one approach'approach'approach"' '" to aa'a' vigvig-wvigw- '
',

orouorous survival of what le.flefre.f
mains .couldcould.,could be ;an AlaskaAlaska
Native alternativealternative atrhool.atrhoolhool.hool.

,,


