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list of projects is as rich and var-
ied as the language, history, and

Resource People Key

For all these activities, the
Commission has just five people
on ity permanent staff. They are:
- Leona Okakok, Emma Mongo-

yak, Alice Solomon, Mabel
Smith and Eileen MacLean.

To supplement this staff the
Commission relies upon resource
people in the communities a-
crogs the North Slope.
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year tenms to prevent a complete
wm-over of Commission mem-
bers in any one year. The new
Commission members include:
Alice  Words-Nuigsut, Amos
Morry-Anakiuvuk Pass, Walier
Akpik, Sc-Aiqasuk, Herman
Rexford-Barter [Island, Carol
Omiik-P1. Hope, Deputy Presi-
ding Officer Molly Pederson-Bar-
row, Ronald Brower-Barrow,
Waldo Bodfish-Wainwright,
Willie Tukrook-Pt, Lay, and
Chajrperson  Edna MacLean-ai-
large

mission members with full voy

It is a program for the preser.
vation of Oral History and Tradi-
tions. They are well on their way
o producing the final written
reporlt which they claim, “will
Be both interesting and valuable
to the Borough, its residenis,
and others interested in the
North Slope's history.”

T are also alternate Com- .

the

AU Siluu

ment project on lh-H-*thlhp

the question of the importance EREEE

‘of cultural sites in the area
comes up. Hall s working to

complete an inventory available *

at the touch of a computer key. .

With this information, Bo- :

rough planners will be able to
make a quick, well-informed cul-

tural Tmm managmeni deci-
slons.

Annual EMer’s Conference

Legends, hunting techniques,
sewing skills, place-names, peo-
ple language, music, and many
other things that are part of the
Inupiag heritage are discussed ai
this Conference by those who
know  them best . elders from
across the North Slope.

The Commission makes all

the arrangemenis for bringing
the elders together for a week
each year. In addition, the Com.
mission painstakingly records,
transcribes, and translates into
Inupiaq and English all thar s
said at the Conference.

The results then are published
so they could be ghared across
the Slope. Commission transla-
tor, Leona Okakok, is respon-

sible for much translation
It is & process takes several
years bul as in PUIGUIT-
KAAT, the of the 1978

Elder's Conference, it Is worth
the effort.

This year's Elders Conference
is scheduled for the week of
August 9th in Barrow,

Ulu Valley Land Use Study
study will try to capture

‘of the Ulumiut, who
roamed the eastern area of the
Brooks Range from the lasi re-

- maining member of those people,

87.year-old Arctic John Etalook.
Anthropologist Grant Spear-
man of Anakiuvuk Pass has been
interviewing - Arctic John and
plans to return with him this
summer 10 the Ulu Valley where
Arctic John spent his youth.
This is the firsi, and due 1o
Ewalook’s age, may be the last
atiempt ai documenting the Ulu-
miut way of life, As Spearman
writes in his study proposal, “lt
is forlunate that Etalook is of

sharp memory and willing 10

Books! BOOKS! Books! are one way the language,
history and culture Commission passes on precious
information about our culture collected in the com-
mission’s many projects.

House™ into Inupiag - “Ugaqsit-
aagvik ™. “Usually there is a con-
cept in Inupiaq thai is equivaleni
to-the English word.

The Workshops allows us to
talk about it and setile on the
suitable word,” says Commis-
sion's Chairperson Edna Mac-
Lean. .

Translations

The Commission is involved
in simultaneous translating train-
ing along with its duties of trans-
lating at public meetings and for
public notices.

Simultaneous translations
allow those attending a meeting
1o put on a headphone and hear
a translated version of what is
being said. A wellknown ex-
ample of simultaneous transla-
tion in practice is the United Na-
tions ' General Assembly where
speeches can be heard over ear-
phones in French, English, or
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graphs of the North Slope and a
re-print of an old Barrow school
newsleiter.

OLD NEWSPAPERS
REPRINTED

“Arctic Cub™ newspapers
written by North Slope stud.
dents in the “U.S. Government
Schoék™ from 1937 10 1945
are scheduled to go back imto
print thanks to the North
Slope Borough Language, His-
tory and Culture Commission_

The newspapers are full of
news about village happenings,
weddings and school events.
As a preview of what to
expect, the following story was
taken from the earliest April,
1937 issue and was written
by that issue’s “Editor in
Chief."”

MAKE WAY
FOR THE AIRPLANES!

While 1 was eating my sup-
per, the church bell rang the
second time — telling of the
coming service.

After supper was over, |
went out and caught up with
Rex and several young people
who were also going to church.

We were almost halfway
when we heard the children
shouting, “Tingoon! Tingoon!™
(Airplane! Airplane!)

ing that it was too far for us
to hear its motor, we watched
it.

The alplane was ready
to land, but it tumed out 10

‘be a kite that was hanging on

the radio wire,
-DIH. rald Nusingina, Ge.VILI




