ON HIS 21ST TRIP—

ELDERLY NEGRO EDUCATOR, AS A HOBBY,
DOES RESEARCH OF ARCTIC, ITS CULTURE

. By HOWARD ROCK
Times Ediior

Dr. Herbert M. Frisby is making
his_ tweiity-first.trip into the Ary
and he'ig going to spend it at P! int
Hope'in Nérthwestern, Alaska.

Dr, Frisby 18 a silver-haired Negro
with-a sparkling: personality. When
agked how old he was, he said “I'm
prétty old." -

He ldaughéd. heartily and added,
“I'm. not going to tell you my real
age but l‘ll admit I'm over 65 years
old”

‘He has been muklng annual trlpn
to the-Afctic to study Efkimo cul-

ture every year for 21 years except-
ing one. That was in 1961 whohi he
worked on a‘state memorial in hoii-
oi of the late Matthew. A. Henson,
Maryfand born' Negro who accom-
panfed Admiral Robert E. Perry to
the North Pole on April 6, 1909.
Henson has been Dr, Frishy's hero
ever since -he was a boy, Oqe day
his ‘olass was studying the Perry

'expedmon and Frishy got-up and

said he wauld be the second ncgru
{0 go to the North Pole, :

He was punished for the ouﬂqu
ish outburst and he had, to write
“I must not say foolish things in

class” 500 times,

. However, on August 12, 1956, U.S.
Air Force flew: the doctor from the
Fielson Air Force Base near: Fair:
tbanks to North Pole where Dr. Fris-
by ‘dropped a branze memmlal )n
Henson's honor, -

“In doing so; I became the second
Negto to go to {hie North Pole.which
has always been the ambition of my
youth,” said Frisby. '

Dr. Frigby js an authority on his
hero, Mafthew Henson, who had
been his friend for 13 years before
his death on March 9, 1955. Henson.
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handed over his diary and artifacts
¢ Frisby before the former's death.

In November of 1961, the State of
Maryland honored Matthew Henson
with a huge bionzé memorial. The
tablet was unveiled by the explor-
er's widow. Governor -J. Millard
Tawes made the memorial speech

One of the speaker was Admiral
Perry's grandson, Edward Perry
Stafford. Dr, Frisby read a “brilliant
letter of commendation” from Per-|
ry's-daughter, Mary Ahnighto Staf-|
ford |

Admiral Perry had taken his wife |
t¢ Greenland on one of his expedi-
tions and Mary Ahnighto was born
there. Her Eskimo name “Ahnighto”
means “snow baby.”

Dr. Frisby ‘talked about the con-
troversial aspect of the Perry ex-
pedition to the North Pole. He said
that Donald MactMillan, surviving
member of the expedition, told him |
that it was Matthew A.‘Henson who [
reached North Pole first—45 minutes
before Admiral Pérry.

Perry, who Had sufféréd frostbit-
ten toés, and which"had been ampu-
tated, was. carried” t6“the Pole by
four Eskimo members of the expe-
dition 45 minutes. after Henson
reached it The Eskimos were: Egin-
wah; Okedh; §e¢g{o< and Ootali.

‘Dr, Frisby s now at Point Hope
to study the culture of the people
there. Hé has been to Barrow,
Greenland and” many areas of the
Canadian -Arctic. He had a chance
.10 go to the Soviet Arctic but this
opportunity was cancélled by the
Russians when ‘an international in-
cident gréw out'of the flight made
by thé U.8! pilot, Powers.

“I try to carry gifts to children
n villages I visit” said Frisby.

O 'his trip to Point Hope, he is
taking 500 lollypops, 500 toy rub-
ber balloons, 500, pieces of bubble-
gum“and 500 sample cigdretfes for ||
the women, ‘

“When 1 give'the cigareites to the
men, they usually don't share them
with the women,” the doctor said.

Dr. Frisby is a science consultant
in the State. Teachers Collége in |
Baltimore, Maryland. He and his
wife Annie have one son Russell.

" His hohby is doing Arctic ve-

search which he finances himself.
‘AIU\(-ugh he obvionsly enjoys hw
‘hnl)hv Frisby said:

“This might be the last trip into|
thé far north—but I have said this |
over 20 times in the past. |




