
steve hotch testifiesestifiestestifiesestifies
EDITORS noterecentlyNOTE recently steven V hotch of klukwan

appeared before the congressional delegation state offofficialsicials and the
chamber of commerce at ketchikan and presented the following
testimony

my name is steven V hotch a member of the tlingit haida
central council I1 represent the almtlmtlingitagitigit haida members from
klukwan haines area

we are objecting the various pieces of legislation which are
designed to eliminate NATIVE reserves in alaska we are therefore
submitting our strong opposition to those sections of proposed
legislation designed to take lands from people without their consent

we as a group have a strong interest in our land because
seven trial judges in the united states court of claims on the 19th
day of january 1968 ruled unanimously that indian title to area 6
was not extinguished therefore the tlingit haida indians were not
compensated torfor area 6 to which they still hold title this area 6 is
in the lynn canal area where I1 come from

on the 14th day of november 1969 the 57th annual grand
convention of the alaska native brotherhood adopted a resolution
to support alaska land claims Ugilegislationslation senate bill 34013401 with
the amendment to protect klukwanand yundestucky indian vil-
lage reservations

klukwan itself is covered by 89470894.70 acres of reservation and
contains the richest iron ore deposits in the whole state of alaska
therefore we are requesting support to leave klukwan reserve in
its present status we are strongly objecting toanyjoanyto any legislation that
is designed to eliminate klukwan and yundestucky indian reser-
vationsvations


