Cowper visits
Kwethluk

KWETHLUK Men recerved
devorutive  Timgernml chippers,
winrnen salt shakers. And everyone,
ineluding Guov . Steve Cowper, gt
handfuls of Toatsie Rolls, bubble
pum and hard candy 1o stull into
their parka pockets during this com-
munity s recent celebration ol the
Russin Orthodox Christimas

Cowper traveled o thiy
Ruskokwim River villoge while in
Southwestern Aluska for o weekend
of maugural Testivites o nearhy
Bethel  On Jan, 10, Bethel
celebruted ity Hirst-ever imamagural
und  honored the newly  dlected
givvernot i ome ol five such i
g halls held around the ste

An estimted 650 Bethel ava
resideds Dilled the deconited Adaska
Ariny NManonal Gomrd Arniory 1o
dunve 1o the ines of the Fon
Richardson Army luzs Band aml
engoy sancdwiches and punch Local
community leader Eddie Hottman
Fumuﬂ Cowper™s election al the

il
(e il oo P T




Harry Alexie holds the star in Kwethluk ceremonies as Gov, Steve Cowper, background, fooks on.Charles Mason photo courtesy Dally News Miner

Cowper says village revives spirit

(Continbed from Page Ona)
| The duy afier the gala affair,
Cowper and his daughter, Grace,
Joinkd about 50 Kwethluk residents
jammied into the home of Moses
and Martha Nicelal 10 help
celebrute **'Slavic.”" The Russian
Crrthodox Christmas is observed ac-
cording 1o the Old World calendur,

undd therefore it comes ulfier the
trnditional Christinn Christrmas
““H ‘was an honor 16 be included
in the celebration, ' Cowper said
"I always does me good 1o get out
of the cities, and it revives the spint
10 spend some time in the villages.™
As o Fairbanks-based assistan
distriet attomey in the late 19605,

Cowper tmveled regularly o Bethel
o progecute cases, He also was a
pirtder in o Bethe! air tuxi and
CArgo business

Before flying to Kwethluk,
Cowper met with several Bethel
area Nishermen, including newly
clected state Rep. Lyman Hoffman,
D-Bethel, Cowper toid the group he

plans 1w appoint three new members
of the stule Board of Fisheries in
cirly February.

The governor has requested sug
gestions from user groups, gear
grovps and the Native community
lor new members of both the Boand
ol Fisheries and the Board ol
Canme




