
maricultureMariculture association seeks
diversifydiversifdiverdiversificationsifmicationication of economy

the alaska maricultureMariculture association
has called on state policymakers to
tackle diversification of alaskasalanskas
economy by promoting development
of one of alaskasalanskas most promising
economic opportunities
mariculturemari culture

AMA issued the request following
a meeting of its board of directors in
juneau paul fuhs AMA president
said the group concluded that the in-
troductiontro of legislation is the best way
to clarify ambiguous statues and
regulations and clearly articulate a
policy on sea farming

the growing consumer interest in
seafood has combined with a leveling
of commercial fisheries landinlandingsclutto0producer uce a very positive market climatee
foror cultured seafood fuhs said

we believe alaska may miss these
favorable market conditions by failing
to enact a clear state policy

this emerging industry in becom-
ing ensnared in red tape and were

asking policyrnakerspolicy makers to help us get
free

fuhs who also isis mayor of
unalaska and president of the
southwest municipal conference said
research by the attorney generals of-
fice indicates the only commercial
manculturemariculturemanmari culture operation sanctioned
under current law and regulations isis
the cultivation of oysters a non
indigenousmdigenousmdigenous species meanwhile the
farfarmingraing of native stocks such as
scallops and mussels has no establish-
ed permitting process except for pro-
jects falling under scientific or educa-
tional purposes

our examination of the legal status
of marimanculturemaricultureman culture has revealed a confus-
ing patchwork of often conflicting
laws and regulations that result inin bar-
riers to applicants fuhs said

while present state law recognizes
the legal status of manculturemariculturemanmariculture there
are legal and regulatory uncertainties
stifling investments


