
editorial

cowper attitude refreshingreffirewshing

gov steve cowper gave his state of the state speech
last week and in it he discussed the need to for state
government to be sensitive to the uniqueness of alaska
native cultures

we find that attitude refreshing and we hope the gover-
nor will back up his statement with policies that reflect
the need to recognize that we have a number of cultures
in alaska

what the governor said was 1 I believe the villages are
furidamehtallyfullidamebtally different culturally and historically from
urban alaska that one statement appears to indicate that
cowper recognizes that rural alaska has special needs

its particularly important in these days of budget cut-
backs for state officials to be sensitive to rural areas at
the same time we must raise a note of cautioncaption about
cowperscompersCowpers suggestion that new forms of village govern-
ment be created

first cowper has suggested that the state look at
creating new structures within the framework of the alaska
constitution this approach most likely cannot satisfy the
concerns raised bbyy groups such as the alaska native
coalition

in addition we would like to point out that the problem
of rural alaska may be more one of policy than of
structures

there already are numerous structures developed for
rural alaska communities and government entities the
problem however seems to be that the policy of state
government prevents these structures from meeting the uni-
que needs of alaskasalanskas rural native population

solving this dilemma admittedly will not be easy but
we are pleased to see that the new governor is willing to
try


