Environmentalists seek animal protection
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Aleuts protest fur seal restrictions

by Dave Ellas
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Room C 117 of the Federal Building
inA wan Lthe scene of a con-
frontation fast week over the designa-
tion of the Pribilof Island fur seal
Wpulliinn us “"depleted’’ under the

arine Mammal tion Act.

The National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice iy ng the designation, bas-
ed on the idea that the fur seal popula-
tion is below half the numbers obsery-
ed’in the 19405 and 1950s. If the fur
seal * population is designated as

. the ¥y ad-
m‘ﬁfmﬁum of the
animals.

Representatives of the Pribilof
Islands’ Aleut villagers and other in-
terested parties overwhelmingly op-
m the agency porposal al the hear-
n .
riy Merculiefl of Saint Paul,
Aleut Fur Seal cominissioner, gave o
E&ihd statement which labeled Ill;:

1 depletion wture, He
“Hﬂ'ﬁ ; ﬁuhﬁﬂm what he
termed scientific data.

Otlier Aleut defended the
rights of the to subsistence
hunting.

Comments ﬁt;l? hivgﬂzr
u'“ml L] 'ﬂ“l' r I
vironmental Education and the
Humane Society favored the finding
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Adrian Melovidov. . .
said the finding
is a 'screen for deprivin
Aleuts from their tradi-
tional subsistence hun-.

ting rights.’

of depletion, but !ul:vpuﬂul the rights
of the Aleut people to subsisience

activities.

Also, federul officialy said there is
no indent to further restrict subsistence
sctivities, But the islanders appeared
to be unconvinced.

Adrinn Melovidov, chairman of the
St. Paul Traditional Village Council,
siid the depletion linding is a screen
for depriving Aleuts from their tradi-
tional subsistence hunting rights.”’

Mike Zacharof, St. Paul mayor,
said he did not believe pledges from
gnvironmental ps that they would
not interfere with subsistence, and he
ndded that he did not believe that fur
senl stocks are depleted.

No one questions that the populatian
of fur seals has dﬁ:ijd over the past
years. The key issue is whether the

current lation s "mllll‘" [

wechnical term reluted to the cirrying

oy o e coomysen. Carying
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capacity is the number of animals that
n 'givcn CCOSYSICm Can Support in (enms
of food availability and other factors

Merculieff and others presented
evidence questioning the agency's
assumption that the carrying capacity
has not changed significantly since the
19405 and [950s.

They poim to similar declines in bird
and sea lion populutions. The declines
seem 1o correlste with changes in
nvailable food sources, primarily
pollock, which has been intonsely fish-
ed in the Bering Sea in recent years,

If the carrying capacity has been
lowered, then the fur seal population
is not technically depleted.

"“The National Marine Fisheries
Service continuously skirts the issues
that fishery-related problems may be
impacting the fur seal lation,’*
said Ron P. Philemonoff, chairman of
the Tanadgusix Corp.

"I is our beliel that further research
will % rt thai the carrying capaci-
ty has, in faul, declined s g'::ﬂ»mnl
in the lnst two decades,'” 4
*“This change is the resull of musjor
declines in food availability in the
Pacific Ocean and the Bering Sen. '

PhilemonofT said the carrying

acity has further declined because
m reduced ocean habituts of the fur
sesl, which is caused by pollution and
concentrated  areas of nel

emtaglements,




