1 percent reduction

BIA budget focuses on self-improvement

The president’s Fiscal Year 1988
budget request of $985 million for the
Bureau of Indinn Affnirs will enable
the BIA (o carry out its responsibilities
and still hold the line aguinst increas
ed deficit spending, according 10 Ross
Swimmer, assistont secretary for In
duan Affairs

The budger request for the mam
operating  aceount totals $910.2
vl i, about $ 11 maadlon less than the
current 1987 estimate. 1 represents a
reduction of about 1 percent

Along with the budget request, the
BIA o intrducing a seties of e
itves 1o provide incentives and op
wirtunities Tor self-improvement of
ol tribes and individusl Indians, ™
Swimmer sand

Al of the titietives will strengthen
the tribes, enhance seli-determination
ad prowide greater opportunity i
preservation of Todian cultare,” he
sipd . Thas woll move the BIA  way
frovem thee tole of “provader o0 ap
prispriite role of “enable

The four magor imtiinves include

e Moving education wway fronn BIA
comtrol W locul communiies

AN ceonomic sell-pssmtinoe sell
helpr progeam thut will retorm the
;zu.'mrf.':l Ansislinoe gram progrant, ’

“This will move the BIA away from the
role of ‘provider’ to the appropriate role

r PP

of ‘enabler.

olncreased hssistance (o small tribes
through revenue sharing

eControl of drug and alcohol abuse
(herough motivation and rehabilitstion

“These new  iniligtives  are ol
budget driven, but we are introduoing
thetm in the budget process so that we
will have the remainder ol the curment
fiscal year to think about them and T
mlate them into final policy after in
put from the tnbes amnd from Con
gress, " Swimmer sald. " Comments
from the tribes and the congressionl
hearmg process will forther shape
these programs.

Swimmer said the education
ilatives [ocus on the quality of educa
o for Indian children and propose
moving the management of  BIA
sehools o the tribal or stute seliool
svslem

“The Burcau hus simply not been
diing w good job of educating Tndin
childreen,”” Swimmer suid. - Despiie

the fact that the Bureau spends more
per student in i1s schools than public
and privale schools, test scores by
MeGraw-Hill reveal that by the tme
BIA studems reach the 12th grade.
they are over three yeirs below the -
tonal norm.

The BIA operates or contructs (or
the operation of 181 schools w 23
siates,

In s posi-secondary  schools
Maskell lndian Jumor College m
Lawrence, Kan., Southwestern Tndian
Polytechnic Institute in Albuguerngue,
NOM L and the Tnstitite of American
Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M the
BIA will require students (O pay a T
lion ol ahiul SH50

Another initiative  proposes  um
plementation of an ¢conomic sell
nssistance/sell-help program that re
guires able bodied  recipients ol
penern] assistance raymens o work

—Ross Swimmer
_——__:==

or enler job tmining programs io
receive their grants,

Swimmer said that the initianve
would combine the general assistance
program, employment assistunce and
the housing improvement program.
The basic mission of the three pro
g;nmu would not change, bul would

redirected o encourage and enable
self-assistance by Indian individuals

Small tribes of 150 to 1,500
members would receive direct funding
o operate their iribal governments
under another initintive. The current
simall tribes program funded in Fiscal
Year "87 m $2.8 million would be
ed in Fiscal Year B8 to $6.8 million
with expanded criteria of eligibility
aml purpose.

Continued efforts will be made 1
reduce the use of drugs and alcohol by
Ihians, with renewed emphasis on
maivation  and  rehabilitation  pro
prams, especially  through  school
counseling  and  construction o
rehabilitation of emergency shelter

Nationally operated  progeams
already  proven effective  agains
alcohol and drug abuse will be 1m
plemiented on the reservations through
ot effors of the BEA and the Tndian
Health Service



