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Supreme

-'Alaska
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SupremeSupr n Court isisisencourisencouragingencouragingencourgmg the

'

:
' state'statestate.JegislaturestateJegislature, <,

.legislature toto.retainonlytoretainonly,:;" ,. retainretainonly,
:, only ,'

: fourfour-fou'rJjudicialfourJjudicialfourjudicialfou'rJjudicial'district'-fjudicialjudicial ;
\-'district'-districtd- istrict>\
;
'
districts$ ';

,
instead ' ofofofI-

ncreasing
'!

increasing toto 'JseveqJseveq'; seven
' althougha1tJtoualthough'-

findingsfindings'findings' ' ofof'theofthe' theItheSecondthe
I' SecondSecond'JusticeSecondJustice'

Justice'Justice'' jnijn, n 11,,, '

.thththe.the/BusltheBusl/
, BushBull } conferencec if} fence,

,
showedshshowed'thatshowedthatshowed'that-

dial
ed :
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thatth *
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allall .'

;: membersmembeI1members'ofmembersof
'- of
o-f'- of
o-f' ., theththAlaskthe'Alaska'HousetheAlaskaHousethe'Alaska'Houseof

-'Alaska-AlaskAlask 'HH' Houseus
,'

ofof-
Representatives

of-
RepresentativesRepresentatives ,;! ChiefJustice Jay '

' RabinowitzRabinowitz'explainedtthatRabinowitzexplainedtthatbinoWitz'tbinoWitzt
'
,. ;' explainedxplain dthatj, :,

': that , theththe-
courtcourtcourt .' judges !

!
; havelavehave! ,

;
' unanimously '..,

recommended'recommendedr'c01mended ; retentionretentionretentionof;({ of four ,'

irjudicial .districtsdistricts"districts." districtsydistrictsy'with
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, 'toto' to 'continuecontinue'
'
continuecontinueo_,)tototo-

'provide ' '
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'ofof' of the state ,"' ' RabinpwitzRabinowitzRabinowi
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, /; judgejudgj ud ge'sges'ss'si( ,

feelffeelfeelthatt that;tt:'
,

thethth-

proposed
theeiiI

'

i,

proposed districts wouldWould be' 'tt'ts-

mall
,'"tootoo"too-

small
"" 0o I

small
'-

and
a- nd'and'milmil ;;

, tooftootoo'homogeneoustoohomogeneous;,' homogeneousmogeneoush ' toto-

provide'th
tt-

provide
0I

provide/provideprovidetheprovide'thprovideth/;' the kind ;'off ' atatmosph-
erthatpromotes

atmospherenosphereatmosphere: ,.

thatthathatpromotesttJ,
J,''"

'-

pro'm
p-

rom
'"

,
promotespromotesjudicial', at '

s !: -judicialjudicialjudiciaJju-
, judiciain-

dependence
4icial4iciali-

ndependence
1I

independence1independence.."",: ' '
'theyhave.,

.,' "ItIt"UlooksUlooks"It,1ooksIt1ooks" ;:, looks like
'-

theythink
t-

heythink
,'

theyt ey'
,
;'thinkthink',

k theythethe-

have
y

have totoItohaveI,
have ', thethe'urbantheurban' urban ' Vote'vote

'
vote ' toto-

keep
to-

keep
I

keep , ruralrutal judgesju'4gesju4gesju"dges'"
;' ,

honest ,"'
commented Frank Flavin , AlaskaAlaskAlaska-

Legal
Alask-

Legal
a

Legal Services director . "It'sItsclIt'sclIts"ItIt" 'as

s.
absurd if they ' think.thatthinkthatthink ., that all thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative '

peoplepe- 'oplepe- ople'
will vote together ifif-

they
ii-

they
f

they don'tdontdon'UikedonUike' likelike'alikea'aa' decisiondecbion .:' that'sthatsthat'llthatllthat'l-
llike

that' s
like saying'saying' the peoplep ople ofoo-

Anchorage'wpuld
fsf

AnchorageAnchorage'wpuldAnchoragewpuld
,
'wouldwould'ww' mld all

,
vote a judgejudge-

'ou
judge-

out" 'ouou' outt ifi( he ruledrU.edrUed!. against thettee 'citycity' ofof-
Anchorage

oo-

Anchorage
f

Anchorage .."! 'J', , ,

The Superior CourtSoundCoppere' decision'decision'decision-
also

,' decision-
alsoalso states that , "singlesingle" judgejudge-
districts

judge-
districts

'
districts have been recognized asas-

inherently
as-

inherentlyinherently inefficientiI fficient.." FlavinFlFlavin-
expressed

vinvin-

expressedexpressed concernconcern that the judgesjudges-
are

1'

are so preoccupied with their ownown-
"efficiency

own-
"efficiency"efficiencyefficiency" " they

' 'forgetforget"forget'"{orget aboutabout-
their

about-
theirtheir responsibility

,. to citizenscitizens-
who

citizens-
whowho live in rural Alaska .

TheTIw Judicial Council'sCouncils' proposedproposed-
dis

propose-
ddistrictsdistrictsdistrictswoulddis tric ts

.' -wouldwould.would.- include thethe-
following

the-
followingfollowing :

,

'

SoutheasternSolitheast'ernSolitheasternSot theast'erntheastern'' DistrictDistricti-
ncluding

-
including all of southeast AlaskaAlaska-

from
Alaska-

fromfrom the
,

right-handrighthandright.harightha-.
--

Alaska
A-

laska
-

d linelinlintlintwhich
'

whichwhich-

divides
which-

dividesdivides centracentralcentralAlaska] Alaska fromfrom-

Canada

{ranran-
CanadaCanada to the southern-mostsouthernmostsouthernmost-
point

southernmost-
point

-

point of the state .
Prince William Sound-CopperSoundCopper-

'
iiIi,

I

I

: ,.

I

I

,

1'

" c , '; , .

ia.River'District's-ia.RiverDistrictsia.River'District'siaRiverDistrictsia.River'District'sr'toinclude'the,"
. RiverRivef'l1Rivefl1'' ' ' Districtist>ict';

' rv.-. r- 'toinclude'ther- toincludethe.
,:, '

to-
vj

to- vjincludeto , , includemcl de the'the'
.
:

'-

area
a-

rea' \

area !alongng the northernno.rthnorth. n boundarybouriday\yy-
I of ' ' thdviAhtriatlieiijAhtriathe ,; ;, Ahtria '

Regional

longitudeIcorporation totry the 148 longitude
lineline\thenso11thlinethenso11th,;V

'
;\ ; then

,

'

.southsouth., ; "-

to
t-
o:"

, to ', theth point'point'point-
intersecting

' point-
intersectingintersecting the westernwesternstem boundaryboundary-
of

boundar-
yy.ofof., of Ahtna and along that boundaryboundar-
yI

boundary-
to1,011011,01a''tbto, ' a-aapointa -' point intersectingintersectirig the ',

northernnothem( '

boundary , ofo(,
ChugachChugach-

Native
Chugach-

NativeNative corporationc rpor tion . From ' therethere-

thethe line goesgoes south throughth.rough. PortPort-
Wells

Port-
WellsWells , , Wells Passage into the GulfGulf-

of
GulGul-

of
f

of Alaska , and finallyfmally easteast'toeastto'' to the
141

,.
degree point againin..

Southcentral-AleutianSouthcentralAleutianSouthcentral.NeutSouthcentralNeutSouthcentral.AleutianSouthcentralAleutian-. an DistrictDistrict-
to-toto*--- , to include thethe'areathearea'area'northareanorth'area 'north of thethe-

northernnorthern line of SouthcentralSouthcentral-
al

Southcentral-
along, alongalngal ng,

,
Ihe.thethe. eastern boundary'boundary

'

ofof-

CookCookook ' Inletnlet Regional CorporationCorporation-
and

Corporation-
andand north along thethe148-148148.148-. degreedegredegre-
elongitudelongitude line to aapoultapoint-poultpoultpoint-point-' poin-
tinters'ecting

poin-
tintersecting'intersectinginters'ecting the southernsouthernb-
oun'dary

southernb-
oundary

'boundaryboun'dary ofof'DoyonofDoyon''

Doyon , Ltd . FromFrom-

th
From-

therethereth ie it goes west..

Interior ., District - to include allall-

of
all-

ofof the DoyonDoyonregionDoyonxegion,egion .

Lower Yukon-KuskokwimYukonKuskokwimYukon.KuskokwimYukonKuskokwimYukon.Kuskokwim-
District

YukonKuskokwim-
District

-.
District - to include the areaarea-
designated

area-
designateddesignated to the Calista regionalregional-
corpo'ration

regional-
corporationscorporation/corporationcorpo'rationcorporations
corporationBeringcorporationsBering

'

/,
Straits-KobukStraitsKobuk DistrictBering - ---

including most of the area ofof-

NANA
of-

NANANANA and Bering StraitsStraUs regionalregional-

corporations
regional-

corporationscorporations .

North Slope District -
including the exact areaatea

.-
of

o-f.,of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough .
' '.

The Bush Justice conference ,

whichduringJunewas held in Minto during
June of 1974 , found that policepolice-

protection
police-

protectionprotection for village peoplep ople isis-

inferior
is-

inferiorinferior ; that there is a need toto-

strengthen
to-

strengthenstrengthen fish and gamegame-
pr

game-
protectionprotectionpr tectio and enforcement , andand-

that
and-

thatthat gamegame and fish laws areare-

unequally
are-

unequallyunequally applied between sportspdrtspspdrt-

and

*rtrt-

andand subsistance usersuseI'$ ; that thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage people do not generallygenerall-
yunderstand

generall-
yunderstandunderstand the state justicejustice-
system

justice-
systemsystem and the state justicejustice-
system

justice-
systemsystem does not generallygenerally-
understand.understandunderstand. understand village people ; thatthat-
village

,'..
village people dodonotdo-notdonot-notnot-, not . want theirtheir-

children
their-

childrenchildren and elderly removedremoved-
from

removed-
fromfrom the village by schools andand-

courts
and-

courtscourts and agencies ; that there areare-

too
are-

tootoo few village people working inin-

almost
in-

almostalmost all the agencies of thethe-

judicial
the-

judicialjudicial system ; that village lifelife-

should
life-

shouldshould be governed by village lawlaw-

and
law-

andand that progress andandi-
mprovement

andi-
mprovementimprovement ofbush justice sincesince-

the
since-

thethe first justice conference inin-

December
in-

December
,

December of 1970 has beenbeen-
entirely

been-

entirelyentirely too slow .


