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Schoolchildren
Say "YesYes" " ToTo-

OwnOwn Native FoodsFoods-

By

Foods1-

3yBy13y JacquelineJJcquelme GlasgowGlasgow-

Nearly
GIJGlasgow-

Nearly
gowgow-

NearlyNearly 2,0002000, EskimoES"lJ1lOESlJ1lO" andlIld, InIn-InIn-

dian
¬.-

diandlan schoolchildrenschoolclllidren havehJve rere-rere-

ponded
re-

sponded
¬-

spondedponded to a.II. questionairequestlonJlre askingJskwgJskwg-
Should

asking-

ShouldShouldShouldnativenativenJtlve foods be servedservedIninIn-

AlaskJ's
in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAlaskJ'sAlaskJs' schools'7schools7schools'1schools1schools'' OverwhelmingOverwhelmmg-OverwhelmmgOverwhelming-Overwhelmmg-
Iy

Overwhelming-
ly

¬-

lyIy the answer wasWJS an.InIn. enthusiasenthusias-enthusiast-

iC
¬-

tic yes
yesThe
The survey is" the brainchildbrbrainchild-

of
JlnclllldJlnclllld-

ofof the NativeNJtlve Foodstoods AdvisoryAdvisory-
CommitteeCommittee( ommlttee , a groupgroupwhichwhich cameCJmeCJme-
Into

came-

intointo beingbell1g lastIJ t year after thethe-
Stolte

the-

StateStateStolte Department of HealthlIealth halthJlt-hJlthalt-hJlt-

ed
halt-

ed
¬-

ed the sales.uesue. of muktukmuklukmu " tu " at.ItIt. thethe-

TanIIlJ
the-

TananaTananaTanIIlJ, Valley StatetJte hairralrFair ThefheHe rere-rere-

sulting
¬.-

sultingultmg, controversycontrovercontrovers,> \', opened thethe-

door
the-

doordoor on the entireen tire spectrumpeetrum., ofof-

servingservingervmgservingnative.,ervmgnoltnativenolt Ive loodsfoodfoods,> at.ItIt. publicpubhcpubhc-

everh
public-

eventseventseverh]
eventsIeverhIeventsthe

IthehehIhI.Itlve? Native\.Itlve.Itlve\ . loodsIoodIcodsloodsdvisoryI oodooddvIcods, \dvisorydvisorySdvisory\dvIdvISdvisory-
C

Sdvisory-

omrnittce
\ oryory(-

0I11I111tCommittee(0I11I111t0I11I111tC( omrnittcetce is""compncompncomprisedcomprisedof,>ededofolof LauraLoluraLolura-

Bergt
Laura-

BergsBergtBergs , SallyJlly HudsonlIudonIludson,
,. LnnlyLmilyLmily-

Brown
Lmily-

BrownBrown ,. IffrIrankrankr .InIn. " VonderVondcr llaarIIJarHaar , withwith-

IlowardHowardIloward11 () ,lfd RockIockIRockasock as01 , advisorJdvlsoradvisor-

CooperatingCooperating( ooperatmgooperatingooperatmgwithooperatingwithwith the commitcommit-commit-
tee

¬.-

tee ,. thethl? BureauBureJu of IndianIndlJn AffairsAffairs-

nlJlled
Affairs-

mailedmailednlJllednlJlledoumailedoutoutou t a.II. nativenJtlve foods quesques-ques-
t

ques-

tronaire
¬-

tionairetronairet IOnJlfe to 484H411 BIA131A131 A schoolsschools-
throughout

schools-
throughoutthroughout AlaskaAIJs"JAIJsJ" ., The formfonnfonn-
a

form-
askedaskeda"edsuchaskedsuch,>"eded" such questionsljuestlon as.ISIS. How1I0wIlow1I0w-

often
Ilow-

oftenoften shouldhouldhouldnoltlveshouldnative,> nativenoltlve foods bebe-

servedservederved>; ,. what.hJthJt. are.IreIre. your favoritefavontefavonte-
lood

favorite-
foodsloodsloodfoods.,

,. andJnd how do you likehke themthem-

prepJred
them-

preparedpreparedprepJred ?

Of01 the 1,90919091)09rephes1,909replies,
< )0909) repliesrephes , 1,70617061,70-

6fudent
1,706-

students
,

students\fudentfudent\ , favoredfJvfed, ) thetheervmgserving\ervmgervmg\ ofof-

noltlvc

of-

HeisenativenoltlvcHeise foodsfood" , a01 totaltotJItotJIoftotalofof 89H9}i9 perper-
cent

per-
centcent inIr1 the affirmativeoIflrrnoltlveaffirmative-

"I
oIfl rrnoltlve

"II"' thinkthin ). thattholt we have defindefmdefin-defin-

itely
¬.-

itely provedpruvedpruvedIllthprovedwithwithIllth the results ofof-

tlm
of-

thisthistlm surveyurvey,> thatthJt the people wantwant-

noltl

want-

biomenativebiomenoltl > foods in111 the schoolschools, ,"
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said FrankFrank'onderVonder\'onder'onderonder\ ' HaarlIaar of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
¬-

ka'skas' Department of EnvironmenEnvironmen-Environmen-
tal

¬-

tal HealthIlealthIlealthwhichHealthwhichwhich sponsored thethe-

survey
the-

surveysurvey .

"FurthermoreFurthermore"FurthennoreFurthennore" ," said VonderVonder-
Haar

Vonder-
NaarHaarNaar , "whatwhat" wh'atwhat

'

theytheywantwant are foodsfoods-
that

foods-
thatthat are indigenous to theirthellthell-
area

their-
areaarea . "

In totaling the results , it bebe-bebe-

came
be-

came
¬-

came clear that while the favoritefavontefavonte-
food

favorite-
foodfood ofofstudentsstudents in10 Gambell may
bemaybeseal meat andandwalruswalrus , mIn Akia-AkiaAkla-AklaAkia-
chuk

Akla-
chuk

Akia-
chuk

-

chukchukIt'Sit'sits' moose andandrabbItrabbit , andand-

In

and-

inin Sheldon PointPomt it'sits'' ducks andand-

reIndeer
and-

reindeerreindeer..

In the space provided to writewntewnte-
how

write-
howhow often they thought nativenative-
food

native-
foodfood should behe served , one smallsmall-
child

small-
childchild wrote painstakinglypamstakmgly "DayDay"Day-
after

"
: after day "

The majoritymaJonty opted for twicetwice-
aa week . 347 saidsaidonceonce a week .

436 twice a week , 235 chosechose-

three
chose-

threethree times , and only 25 saidsaid-

four
said-

fourfour times , 195 or ten per centcent-

of
cent-

ofof all those surveyedsurveyedsaidsaid theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould likeltke native foods five timeslimeslimes-
a

times-
aa week .

It must be takeniakentaken intomto accountaccount-
inin10 analyzing the results of thethe-

survey
the-

surveysurvey that at the present time ,

these same children get nativenative-

foods
native-

foodsfoods at school zero times aa-

week
a-

weekweek
weekPresent

Present state laws normallynormally-
prohibit

normally-
prohibitprohibit the use of native foodsfoods-

Inin the schools . Many items cancan-cancan-

not
can-

not
¬-

not be soldsoldunderunder existingeXlstmg reguregu-regu-

lations
regu-

lations
¬-

lations . Even when game hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen donated to state instituInsl1tu-Insl1tuinstitu-Insl1tu-

tlOns
institu-

tions
¬-

tionstlOns , it is often rejected bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬-

cause there is no methodmethodofof offioffi-offi-

cial
offi-

cial
¬-

cial sanctionsanchon or inspectioninspechon .

Officials have charged thatthat-

there
that-

therethere has been little researchresearch-

conducted
research-

conductednutrifconductedconductedonon either the nutrinutnnutri-nutri-
tional

¬.-

tionaltlonal value or on bacterialbactenal stanstan-stan-

dards
stan-

dards
¬-

dards for native foods .

"ActuallyActually" ," Vonder HaarlIaar adad-adad-

mitted
¬.-

mittedmltted , "inin" many cases , therethere-

are
there-

areare no standards for beef oror-

porkpork either , so how do you gogo-

about
go-

aboutabout setting standards for nana-nana-

tive
¬.-

tivetlve foods ? "
"InIn" schools which generallygenerally-

areare supported by bothbothstatestate andand-

federal
and-

federalfederal monies ,
" he added , "thethe"the-

government
"the-

government

"

government necessarilynecessanly becomesbecomes-
Involved

becomes-
involvedinvolvedinvolvedinin10 the nutritionalnutntlOnal andand-

health
and-

healthhealth needs of the children ..

There has to bebesomesome assuranceassurance-
that

assurance-
thatthat the kids are gettinggettmg a cercer-cer-

tam
cer-

tain
¬--

taintam nutritionalnutntlOnal standard "
The Native Foods AdvisoryAdvisory-

CommIttee
Advisory-

CommitteeCommittee attempted to estabestab-estab-

lish

¬-.

lish a samplingsamplmg and testingtest 109 propro-pro-

gram
pro-

grain

¬--

gramgrain for native foods They-

found
TheyThey-

foundfoundfoundItit difficult to obtainobtam adeade-ade-

quate
¬-.

quateqUJte samples ofofsufficientsufficient vava-vava-

nety
va-

riety

¬--

rietynety . WorkingWork 109 on more or less aa-

volunteer
a-

volunteervolunteer basis , it was impossibleImpossIble-

toto set into motion a full-scalefullscalefuB-scafefuBscafe-

froromompagem page 1)11-

)gathering

1-

)gathering

1-

)gathering

)

gathering and testing process AA-

meetmg
A-

meetingmeetingmeetmg of the committee willwill-
be

will-
bebe calledcalledsometimesometime this monthmonth-
toto determinedetemline what future actionactlaction-
will

nn-

willwill be taken .

"There'sTheres" ' no doubt the survey
hassurveyhasshown an overwhelmingoverwhelnllng dede-dede-

SIre

de-

sire
¬-

sire for native foods ,
,"' said VonVan-VanVon-Van-

der
Von-

der
¬--

der Haarllaar.. "I'mIm"'' reasonably suresure-
that

sure-
thatthat ififwewe extended the surveysurvey-
to

survey-
toto the other schools with nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive studentsstuden ts , to the homes lorforlor-
the

for-

thethe aged , convalescent homes ,

andandallallallinstitutionsinstitutionsmstltutlons where a UrgeIJrgelargeIJrge-
number

large-
numbernumber ofofnJtlveofnativenativenJtlve people receivereceive-
meals

receive-
mealsmeals , we would findlndlfindandndaa similars10llldrs10llld-
rresponse

similar-
responseresponse . "

Rough datadJta collected byby-

NANA
by-

NANANANA , Inc . , one olof the 12 nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive regional corporationscorporalln() ,. rere-rere-

vealed
re-

vealed
¬-

vealed that 4,500,0004500000, , Ibslbs ofof-

canbou
of-

cariboucariboucanbou , moose , sealeJI., belugahclugabeluga-
whale

hcluga-
whalewhale , chum salmon ,. trout ,

whitefishwhltelshwhltel sh , and other game foodsfoods-

were
foods-

werewere harvestedhJrvestcdharvestedinin111 thatthJt region in1010-

a
in-

aa singles10gle year . The berry harvestharvest-

was
harvest-

waswas 99,00099000, Ibslbs . AlthoughAlthoughaa smallsmall-

portion
small-

portionportion of the meat wasYo as fed toto-

sled
to-

sledsled dogs , the majoritymaJontymaJontyWdSmajoritywaswasWdS desdes-des-

hned
des-

tined
¬-

tinedhned torlorfor humanhumJn consumption in11111-

1s

in-

sevensevens.ven villages Kotzebue , KianaKldna ,

Noatak , NoorvikNoomk , SelawikSelawlk ,, AmAm-Am-
bler

Am-
bler

¬-

bler , Shungnak ,. Kobuk , Buck-BuckBuck-
land

Buck-
land

Buck-
land

-

land , DeermgDeenngDeering , and KivalmaKlvalinaKivalinaKivalma-

It
Klvalina-

It
Kivalina-

ItItItISis obvious that the Indian1mllJn1mllJn-

and
Indian-

andand EskimoEs-'ImoEs'ImoImo:-' childchildISis getting plenplen-plen-

ty
plen-

ty
¬-

ty ofofnativenative foods at home .

They are not a vanishingvamsh10g curiosicunosl-cunoslcunosl-
ty

curiosi-
ty

¬-

ty . They are an integralmtegral part ofof-

the
of-

thethe native diet and as the schoolschool-school-

children
school-

children
¬-

children ofofruralrural Alaska voicevOIce-
their

voice-
theirtheir demands for nativenJtlve lanIanlan-lan-

guage
¬.-

guage classes , native cultureculture-
studies

culture-
studiesstudies , and native curricula , aa-

new
a-

newnew request has been added nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive foods for schoolchllunches()() lunches


