
Calista SpeaksSpeaksL-
UPCLUPC Hard Of Hearing . .. ..

CALISTA CORPORATIONCORPORATION-
July

CORPORATION-
July

-

July 19 , 19731973-

Joint

1973-

JointJoint Federal-StateFederalState- Land Use Planning Commission
733 West 4th AvenueAvenue-
Suite

Avenue-
Suite

Avenue-
SuiteSuite 400400-
Anchorage

400-
nchorage

400-
AnchorageAnchorage\nchoragenchorage:\ , Alaska 9950199501-

Dear
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DearDear Commission Members :

PlanningCommissionAt the Joint Federal-StateFederalState- Land Use Planning
Commission meeting of July 19 , 1973 , a CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

¬-

sion member mademJde: the statement that the letterletter-
Calista

letter-
CalistaCalista Corporation had written to the CommissionCommission-
inin Yupik was a "publicitypublicity" " and "politicalpolitical" " play .

This stems from the fact ththutth.ttht.. t Calista hadhadwrittenwritten aa-

letter
a-

letterletter on June 8 , 1973 in Yupik , and not translated ,

requesting that the Lands Claims SettlementSettlementctVet\ctctket\ bebe-

translated
be-

translatedtranslated to YupikYupiksoso that all ofofaliCalista( ali ra region'sregionsregion's-
residents

region's-
residents

'problemsresidents could understand the tremendous probprob--¬-

lems facing them .

Asked by a representative of Calista why thethe-
letter

the-
letterletter had not been answered , the CommissionerCommissioner-
turned

Commissioner-
turnedturned his back on Calista'sCalistas' representatives ,. lieHe rere-rere-

torted
re-

torted
¬-

torted , "AfterAfter" all , you'reyoure' bilingual and I'mIm'' not.. "
One point for the CommissionerCommbsioner - many of CalistaCalista-
region's

Calista-
region'sregion'sregions' residents areare.notarenot.notnot. bilingual either . Many cancan-can-
not

can-
not

¬-

not readreadoror write English . Therein lies the problem .

The letter had been written in Yupik to underunder-under-
score

under-
score

¬-

scoreproblemsthe seriousness of the communications probprob--¬-

lems between the Eskimo people of Calista and thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States government.. Ironic? People in the 5353-

villages
53-

villagesvillages of Calista have a very hard time understandunderstand-understand-
ing

understand-
ing

¬-

ing the Act , the results the actions of today willwill-

have
will-

havehave on them , their children and descendents , andand-
the

and-
thethe time-crunchingtimecrunching-- deadlines imposed on them byby-

some
by-

somesome law that t'heytheyfhey('hey do notnol understand . The letterletter-
was

letter-
waswas written in all sincerity , and not the "publicitypublicity" "
stunt which various white men strivest-ivestive:-- for . "PubliPubli"Publi-"Publi-
dty

"Publi-
city

" ¬-

citydty " stuntsstunls are not known in the Eskimo culture .

The Commission had been informed of the sese-sese-

riousness
se-

riousness
¬-

riousness of the problem at one of their first meetmeet-meet-
ings

meet-
ings

¬-

ings . Every member nodded their heads as if theythey-
understood

they-
understoodunderstood . Apparently not , emphasized by thethe-
Commissioner's

the-
Commissioner'sCommissioner'sCommissioners' remarks . If the attitude of this ComCom-Com-
missioner

Com-
missioner

¬-

missioner is one of the entire Commission - thenthen-
this

then-
thisthis is a sad day - 'oror"or'"or without understanding , withwith-with-
out

with-
out

¬-

out the bridging of the communication gap , withoutwithout-
humanity

without-
humanityhumanity , almost all has been lost for usu's' .

Sincerely ,

Gilbert HendricksonlIendricksonHendrickson-
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