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VOTING PRECINCT - On the primary election dayday-dayOn-, on August 27 in the tiny town of Central ,

you couldn'tcouldnt' just walk down the street to vote because the voting precinct was 660 miles away inin-

the
in-

thethe village of Egigik in southwestern Alaska .
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Voters AlsoAlso-

Sneer
Also-

SneerSneer at Precinct!reCinctreCinc-

t660'LongMiles660660'Long\Miles660'Long660LongMiles'
:

Long jMilesIYMiles\
.

AwayAwayB-
yBy DON ALDERALDE-

RCENTRAL

ALDE-

RCENTRALCENTRAL , ALASKAALASK - SinceSinee the turn of the cencen-cen-

tury
cen-

tury
¬-

tury , voting has been an important event in Central.. LoLo-LoLo-

cated
Lo-

cated
¬-

catedcated 128 miles northrtorthnorth on the Steese Highway , the smallsmall-
comolUnit

small-
communitycommunitycomolUnit , known asas the "HomeHome" of Rugged IndividualsIndivi luaJs , "
has had a polling place .

In the days' of heavy miningmining-
activity

mining-
activityactivity , miners walked in fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe hillshilJs , the creeks and the bushbush-

to
bush-

toto exercise their rights and prepre-pre-

ferences
pre-

ferences
¬-

ferences .

As independent in theirther polipoli-poli-

tics
poli-

tics

¬-

tics as in their lifestyles , wordswords-
were

words-
werewere never a short commoditycommodity-
when

commodity-
whenwhen election time rolled around .

Until this year .

A new and unfamiliar wordword-
was

word-
waswas injected into their electionelection-
vocabulary

election-
vocabularyvocabulary . Absentee . CentralCentral-
was

Central-
waswas not to have a votingvotil1g place ,

because a reorganizing of the prepre-pre-

cincts
pre-

cincts
¬-

cincts placed their polls in FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks . The only way they couldcould-
vote

could-
votevote was by absentee ballot..

If this were not enough , elieli-eli-

gible
¬.-

gible voters receiving new regisregis-regis-
tration

regis-

tration
-¬-

tration cards found that throughthrough-
someone's

through-
someone'ssomeone'ssomeones' error , aJLCerrtralalllentralaJ.laJl.entral resjresi-resiresi-

dents
resi-

dents
.-

dents had been placed in the Eg-EgEg-

egik
Eg-

egik
Eg-

egik
-

egik Precinct , District 16 ! (Ege-EgeEge-

gik
Ege-

gik
Ege-

gik
-

gik is locatedlocatedonon the coast ofof-

Bristol
of-

BristolBristol Bay in southeast Alaska ,

660 miles away ._ )

Reaction to these changes waswas-

predictably
was-

predictablypredictably variedvariedandand violentviolent..

Some didn'tdidnt' understand the newnew-
system

new-
systemsystem . Some did , but chose notnot-
to

not-
toto vote in disgust.. Others reactreact-react-
ing

react-
ing

¬-

ing more violently , talked ofof-

some
of-

somesome sort of fitfittingting action againstagainst-
politicians

against-
politicianspoliticians in general , and onlyonly-
two

only-
twotwo that were known actuallyactually-
got

actually-
gotgot their votes in time to bebe-

counted
be-

countedcounted .

They returned their erroneouserronerroneouserroneous-
registration

ousous-

regregistrationregstration cards for correction ,

and received ballots in the mail..
With only two mail planes a weekwee k ,

their ballots just madem de itit..

Now , no real intentionalintentional denden-den-

ial
den-

ial
¬-

ial ofof'theofthe''-

the
t-

he' right to vote took place ,.

but the result was the same .

From a roster of qualified votersvoters-
which

voters-
whichwhich numbers fifty predominpredomin-predomin-
ately

((predomin-
ately

¬-

ately Independent ) only twotwo-

con
two-

confirmeconconfirmer1eoTlTiYiivrig"VrigV"Votedte d .

Usually , only 20-plus20plus-- votesvotes-
are

votes-
areare cast in an election in Central ,

but vote or not , these "ruggedrugged"rugged-
Continued

"rugged-
Continued

"rugged-
Continued

"
( Continued on Page 6)6)



Central : '. . -

,

.
ConilnuodtContlnued(CoCo-

individuals
ntinued from PagoPage 1)1)

individuals " demancjdemancdemani )) their rjghtrightright-
to

right-
toto do so . They feel thatthat(

*
hat rightjhasrighthasrighthas-

been
righthas-

been
;

been tampered withwitli . Any vote-votevote-
seeking

vvote-
seeking

te-tete-

seeking

-

seeking politicianspoli tic ia'nsians' whowh want toto-

pick
to-

pickpick up those few butbutbut'dedicatedbutdedicatedbut'dedicated-
voters ''

dedicateddedicated-

votersvoters might do well to makemake-
the

make-
thethe new system an issue and taketake-
aa stand on it . ii-

MeanwlMeanwhileMeanwl le , theretheresIs\ssIs\ a messagemessage-

that
message-

thatthat those responsible for thethe-

change's
the-

changeschangeschange'schangesmight
'

might be safersafersafe if the cap-capcap-

itol
cap-

itol
-.

itol is not moved anyanyanycloserclosercloserto'toto-to'- toto-

Central
to-

CentralCentral !! iI


