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From the Alaska Journal ofof-
Commerce

of-
Commerce

of-
CommerceCommerceCommerce-

.Kotzebue

Commerce-

Kotzebue
-

.-
Kotzebue

K-

otzebue., Kotzebue has a new grocerygrocery-
store

grocery-
storestorestore which the ownersownenowners-ownersownershope'hopehope'- hope-
will, will sellseU $3.53.535$ .. millionllioQir worth ofof-
goods

of-
goodsgoods ,. aa

'-

year
y-

ear'year ; : $11$1.41.414$ IAA. millionUIionnjllion1 ofof'-

Yhich
of-

which'YhichYhichwhichwhichtoNatives' ., totorgtogo'tor-grg--go'togo'togoto- ' to ';,p.epe.the area'sareas': Na-NaNa-

tives
-

tivestives . !'
The 'fstorefstore'storestore'. sto ( ,, anotheraltother AlaskaAlaska-

C
Alaska-

CommercialCommercialC eicia1 Co<? "

,. productionprodlction! , is aa-

jomt
a-

jointjointjomt operation between ACCACC-

and
ACC-

andand KikiktagrukKikiktagrvk IniipiatInbpiatIntipiat , Corp . ,
village corporationporatlon6oiporaioneoporatlonof) of ., KotzebueKqtzebueKqtzebue-
Eskimos

KotzebueKotzebue-
EskimosEskimos .., TheTh president of ACCACC-

expects
ACC-

expectsexpects theth Eskimos willwiI1.'will'receivewillreceive.
' receive

40 percentp'rcentp'rcentrcent'
, of the profits frontfromfrom-

Ute
front-

thetheUte store the firstfilst year .
"TheThe"1be 40 percentrcert is a trial

figurefigure
'
'corwcorw'
for this' yeara- . Wew "wantwant"

want toto-

make
to-

makemake sure the corporation cancan-

deliyer
can-

deliyerdeliverdeliyer that much . profit to thethe-
store

the-
storestore ," said Allan Gallant ,

presidentpre Ment of CEDCCEDe Saless ,' IngIn . ,

whichwhiqh is doingdc;>ing businessIe1' as;AtCA ( CC-

of
C-

ofof of Kent , Wash ,. /CEDCCEDeCEIC) Sales , Inc . bough/outboughoutbouboo /outout-
Alaska

out-
AlaskaAlaska Commercial Co . late lastlast-

year
last-

year
'

year ,' ACC is a 201201yearold201.year-old201.yearold201.year201yearold201-year-old201year201.yearold-
company

201yearoldc-
ompany

-year-oldyearold-. --
companycompany andane! dates back ,. toto-

Russianowned
to-

RussianownedRussian-ownedRussianowned-- Alaska when ifitiit-
waswas known as Northern ComCom-Com-
mercial

Com-
mercial

¬-

mercial Co .
,- CEDC Sales is the wholly-whollywhony-whonywholly-

owned
whony-

owned
-.

owned subsidiary of the ComCom-Com-
munity

Com-
munity

¬-

munityDevelopmentCorpEnterprise Development
Corp . , aa. non-profitnonprofit- organization .

If the first nine days are anyany-
indi

any-
indicationindicationindi tion of how the generalgeneral-
store

general-
storestorestore is

, to'performtoperformto 'performperform' , it looks hikelikelike-

it
like-

itit will be a winner . KotzebueKotzebue-
customers

Kotzebue-
customerscustomers spent $94,00094000$ , duringduring-
that

during-
thatthat time . The store openedopened-
March

opened-
MarchMarch 2 .

Kikiktagruk , builtb ilt and furfur-¬-

nished thetne buildingbuUdilg and leasedleased-

itit to Alaska Commercial . ThisThis-

is
This-

isis the first of such cooperativecooperative-
effortseffortsffo s by the company .

The buildingbuildiQg , built by GittinsGittins-
Construction

Gittins-
ConstructionConstruction , Inc.Inc'Inc.' . , of AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age , is made of wood andandsteelsteel..
It covers .17,000.170001700017,000J. 7,0007000, square feet .

Kikiktagruk maintains aa-

membership
a-

membershipmembership of 1,9481948, Natives .

For thetbe first time , freshfr sh unun-unun-

frozen
un-

frozen
¬-

frozen meat will be shippedshipped-
into

shipped-
intointo the community situated onon-

the
on-

thethe Baldwin Peninsula , whichwhich-
juts

which-
jutsjuts out into the KotzebueKotzebue-
Sound

Kotzebue-
SoundSound and is about 26 milesmiles-
above

miles-
aboveabove the Arctic Circle .,

ThereAThereCTherewill be a four-dayfourdayfourday-
turnaround

fourday-
turnaround

-
AC\C'\

turnaround for the meat-itmeatitmeat-.itmeat.it.itmeat--it-- .- willwill-

leave
will-

leaveleave Seattle Tuesday and arrivearrive-
in

arrive-
inin Kotzebue Thursday where itit-

will
it-

willwill be sold Friday . NorthwestNorthwest-
Air

Northwest-
AirAir Lines and Wien Air AlaskaAlaska-
will

Alaska-
willwill provide transportation .

"TheThe" price for the meat isI-
Ssubstantially

is-

substantiallysubstantially below what you

would think it should be , "
Gallant said . "II" figure we willwill-

be
will-

bebe selling freshfesh{, meat for about
20 cents aaIPound.poundpoundIPound., higher thanthan-
Anchor

than-
AnchordgeAnchorageAnchordgeAnchor 'gege' retail prices ."

West Coast Groceries of SeatSeat-Seat-
tle

Seat-
tle

¬-

tle is the wholesaler for the 1212-

ACC
12-

ACCACC Bush stores ; most of themthem-
sen

them-
sellsellsen groceries , hardware and soft-softsoft-
goods

soft-
goods

soft-
goods

-

goods . ,

Gallant sees his firm bebe-bebe-

coming
be-

coming
¬-

coming "thethe" largest ruralruralretailretailretail-
operation

retail-
operationoperation in the Alaskan Bush . "
To do this he and his competicompeti-competi-
tors

competi-
tors

¬-

tors have to respond to consumconsum-consum-
er

consum-
er

¬-

er demands . This has happenedhappened-
inin Bethel..

When the Bethel ACC storestore-
opened

store-
openedopened , many residents orderedordered-
the

ordered-
thethe majority of their consumerconsumer-
goods

consumer-
goodsgoods from Anchorage or FairFair-Fair-
banks

¬.-
banks stores . ACC began proprppro-pro-

viding
¬.-

viding some of the products inin-

demand
in-

demanddemand which spirited the comcom-com-

petition
¬.-

petition to do the same , he said .

Now the number of mail

orders has dropped significantlysignifiCitty ""

and the profits to Bush storesstore.sstoresstore.s-
have

stores-
have

.
have grown .

There are three retailretailstoresstores >'+

in Kotzebue and GallaVitGalliptGallant prepre-prpre-

dicts
¬.-

dicts one of them will fold'fold' durdur-dur-

ing
dur-

ing
¬-

ing the imminentirnmnent storesstor s warwar-

in

war-

inin the town of 2,5002500, to 2,8002800, .

"ButBut" the consumersconsumefrconsumer will have ,.

cheaper prices and better qualqual-qual-

ity
qual-

ity
¬-

ity ," Gallant said . ACCACe hopeshohopes-

to
eses-

toto garnergamer 32 percent of thethe-

gross

the-

grossgross .

Alvin Ivanoff , an Alaska NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive , is the store manager . HeHe-

has
He-

hashas been with Alaska CommerCommer-Commer-
cial

Commer-
cial

¬-

cial and its predecessor foffotfor 1919-

years
19-

yearsyears . He started as a clerk inin-

Nome
in-

NomeNome and Unalakleet prior toto-

moving
to-

movingmoving to Kotzebue .

CEDCCEDe Sales is negotiatingnegotiating-
with

negotiating-
withwith other Native corporationscorporations-
toto set up similar businesses .

Gallant would not elaborate ,

saying doing such could hurthurt-
negotiations

hurt-
negotiationsnegotiations .


