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Varied terrain , vegetation and views on the capital site .
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Mt . McKinley from above the proposed townsite .__ . , .__ . . _u-u.- ., . . "
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One of many lakes on the site.
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The
7-

TheThe most desirable townsite was selected
Numerous studies of the site'ssites' naturalnatural-

qualities
natural-

qualitiesqualities dictate the best location torfor buildbuild-build-
ing

¬.-

ing the New Capital City . Only a portion of0101-

the
of-

thethe entire designated site Is necessary toto-

build
to-

buildbuild the city, the balancebJlance; can be conservedconserved-
tor

conserved-
forfortor natural park and recreation use.

To find the most appropriate developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment areas , a combination of features werewere-
conSIdered

were-
consideredconsidered , including a southwesterly expoexpo-expo-
sure

expo-
sure

¬-

. sure to the sun , a large contiguous area ofof-

land
of-

landland suitable for building , proximity to DeDe-De-

ception
De-

ception
¬-

ception Creek and views of Mt McKinley ,

Mt SusitnaSusltna and the Chugach Mountains ItIt-

also
It-

alsoalso was considered important to select aa-

location
a-

locationlocation easily accessible to the Parks HighHigh-High-
way

High-
way

¬-

way . A broad , irregular plateau about 700 feetfeet-
above

feet-
aboveabove the SusitnaSUSltna Valley floor and wrappingwrapping-
around

wrapping-
aroundaround the slopes of Mt Bullion finally waswas-
chosen

was-
chosenchosen .

In addition to location , the town site hashas-
aa diversity of land forms which give it a spespe-spe-
cial

spe-
cial

¬-

cial quality Low rollingroiling hills , broad streamstream-
valleys

stream-
valleysvalleys and clear blue lakes contrast withwith-
steep

with-
steepsteep banks and occasional rock outcroppingoutcropping-
which

outcropping-
whichwhich define Deception Creek Aspen andand-
cotten

and-
cottenwoodcottenwoodcotten wood trees grow along the creek ,

spruce and paper birch cover the hills It is aa-

site
a-

sitesite which will establish its own indelible imIm-ImIm-

print
im-

print
¬-

print upon the town In contrast to somesome-
towns

some-
townstowns which spread monotonously acrossacross-
the

across-
thethe flat landscape , the New Capital City willwill-
have

will-
havehave neighborhoods located along ridges ,

small valleys surrounding lakes or overlookoverlook-overlook-
Ing

overlook-
ing

¬-

ing Deception CreekCreek-
The

Creek-
The

Creek-
TheThe area to the east and above the towntown-

site
town-

sitesite is easily accessible and will remain rere-rere-

stricted
re-

stricted
¬-

stricted to open-spaceopenspace- usage A short drive oror-

hike
or-

hikehike into this area near Mt Bullion and thethe-
foothills

the-
foothillsfoothills of the Talkeetna Mountains providesprovides-
aa panoramic view of the New Capital CityCity-
below

City-
belowbelow and the broad SusitnaSusltna Valley beyondbeyond-
Opportunities

beyond-
OpportunitiesOpportunities for swimming mIn upland lakes ,

or skiing on the north slopes of Bald MounMoun-Moun-
tain

Moun-
tain

¬-

tain are also available within the capital sitesite-
The

site-
The

site-
TheThe plan for the capital represents aa-

contrast
a-

contrastcontrast between a modern , efficient centercenter-
for

center-
forfor government and the wilderness which isIS-

ItS
is-

itsits heritage Even as development continuescontinues-
beyond

continues-
beyondbeyond the development period describeddescribed-
here

described-
herehere , fully three fourths of the capital sitesite-
will

site-
willwill remain open space with only those acac-
cess

ac-
cesscess corridors and facilities necessary forfor-
the

for-
thethe needs and enjoyment of area residents


