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The Nordic SamiSarni Council isis-

an
is-

anan organ for cooperation whichwlwhich-
deals

chch-

dealsdeals with problems concerningconcerning-
thethe SamisSarnis in Norway , Sweden ,.
and Finland . The SamisSarnis are thethe-

indigenous
the-

indigenousindigenous Native people ofof-
Scandinavia

of-
ScandinaviaScandinavia .

,

The purpose of. the councilCouncil-
isis to serve and protect the ecoeco-eco-

nomic
eco-

nomic
¬-

nomic , social , and cultural inin-inin-

terests
in-

terests
¬-

terests of the SamisSamisSarnis in the councoun-coun-
tries

coun-
tries

¬-

tries concerned . The councilcouncil-
endeavors

council-
endeavorsendeavors to support andand-
strengthen

and-
strengthenstrengthen mutual contacts and

' . -

solidarity among the SamiSarni popupopu-¬-
lationpopulationin addition to making thethe-

situation
the-

situationsituation and goalsgoalsofof thethe-

Samis
the-

SamisSamis generally known . TheThe-

council
The-

councilcouncil has also been'been' assignedassigned-
with

assigned-
withwith the task of ensuring thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Samis are recognized asas-

such
as-

suchsuch and that they can concon-con-

tinue
¬.-

tinue to live in their nativenative-
territory

native-
territoryterritory whichw ch they have inhainha-inha-
bited

inha-
bited

¬-

bited for centuries . The councilcouncil-
wants

council-
wantswants to be a unifying factorfactor-
serving

factor-
servingserving the common goals of thethe-

Nordic
the-

.Nordic.NordicNordic., SamisSunis;, , an organizationorganization-
inin whichwl ch the SamisSarnis can coopercooper-cooper-
ate

cooper-
ate

¬-

ate when dealing withwi issues ofof-
concern

of-
concernconcern to them all .

The Nordic SamiSarni Council is inin-

close
in-

closeclose contact with the nationalnational-
Sami

national-
SamiSami organizations , but it is notnot-
a

,!otot-

aa cover organizationQrganization for them .

Cooperation) is also ernphasizedeQ1phasizedemphasized
byeQ1phasizedbyemphasizedbythe fact that there are many
Samis-amongSamisamongSarnis-amongSarnismanySarnisamongmanySamisamong-- the council memmem-mem-
bership

mem-
bership

¬-

bershipbership-bershipwho,_- who also hold positionspositions-
inin the governing bodies of thethe-

naqonal
the-

nationalnationalnaqonal SamiSarniami organizations .

Plans have been made toto-

strength
to-

strengthenstrengthenstrength n this connection to

the organizations in conjunctionconjunction-
with

conjunction-
withwith the new regulations whichwhtchwhtch-
are

which-
areare nowhow under preparation .

AccordingActording to the regulationsregulregulations-
now

tionstions-
nownow in force the Nordic SamiSarniSarni-
Council

Sarni-
CouncilCouncil consistscnsistscnsists of five 'memmem'mem-'mem-
bers

' mem-memmem-
bers

¬-

bers from Norway , fourfOI?: ,
fromfrom-

Sweden
from-

SwedenSweden , and threethreegthr{: ,. from FinFin-Fin-

land
¬.-

land , plus alternatesalternates . TheseThese-
members

These-
membersmembers are named

, by the Nor-NorNor-
dic

Noror-oror-

dic
¬-

dic SamiSarni Conference which isis-

held
is-

heldheld every second year ., PartiParti-Parti-
cipating

Parti-
cipating

¬-

cipating uiin this conference are
30 SamiSarni delegates from Norwayorway ,
24 from Sweden ,. and 20 fromfrom-
Finland

from-
FinlandFinland ,, all of whom have thethe-
right

the-
rightright to vote . It can thus bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen that in practice the SamiSarniSami-
Conference

Sarni-
ConferenceConference serves as the parliaparlia-parlia-
ment

parlia-
ment

¬-
'

ment for the Nordic SamisSands .
The SamiSarni Conference must taketake-
aa stand on different issues whichwhich-
concern

which-
concernconcern the Samis as well asas-

draw
as-

drawdraw up resolutions and guideguide-guide-
lines

guide-
lines

¬-

lines for the work of the SamiSarniSami-

Council

Sarni-

CouncilCouncil between conferences .

In accordance.accordance. with present reguregu-regu-

lations
regu-

lations
¬-

lations the SamiSarni Council arrangarrang-arrang-
es

¬.-
es these conferences in orderordet to

further solidarityolidarity between thethe-
different

the-
differentdifferent SamiSarni groups and toto-

make
to-

makemake SamiSarniSam! issues objects ofofIof-
more

of-
more

tI
more general discussion and inin-inin-

terest
in-

terest
¬-

, terest .

During the Ninth SamiSantiSarni ConCon-Con-
ference

Con-
ference

¬-

ference whichwl ch took place in thethe-
summer

the-
summersummer ,' of 1976 it was decideddecided-
that

decided-
thatthat the councilcouncilwouldwould1would' becomebecome-
aa member ofofthe'thethe.the-the'.- World CounCoun-Coun-
cil

Coun-
cil

¬-

cil of Indigenous PeqpleseQples
WCIPeQplesWCIPPeQplesWCIP((WCffWCIP ). This opens wider perper-per-
spectives

per-
spectives

¬-

spectives for the Samis , the SamiSarniSami-
Council

Sarni-
CouncilCouncil and SamiSarni cooperation .

The §!ami conferencesconfer ncesand.andand., thethe-
Sam.I

the-
SarniSamiSam.ISarni. Council appointaPPo1t committecommitte-committe-
es

¬-
--

and
a-

nd
- ' 'esesandand workork groups for the 'fol-'folfol'fol-

lowing
folfol-fol-

lowing
¬-

lowing fieldsfields : the1he economy andand-
environment

and-
environmentenvironment ,. handicraft , instruciristruc-iristrucinstruc-instruciristruc-
tion

instruc-
tion

¬-

tion and education , informationinfonnationinfonnation-
an4

information-
andandan4and languagelariguage questions . The '

SamiSarni Council also functions asas-

an
as-

anan advisory , organ for the NordicNordic-
samt

Nordic-
SamlSamisamtSaml Institute . The SamiSarni memmem-mem-
bers

mem-
bers

¬-

bers of the board of the SamiSarni --

Institute are '- elected by theth-
eS

the-

SarniSamiSmiSarni Conference .


