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eEditorial
Does Congress recognlze

the importance of wildlife
to Natives?

Congressmen throughout the  United States seem ‘to
have recognized the vast cultural and economic importance
of wildlife: resources to Alaskas Natives and other rural
people. .~ . ¢
Or have they?

The House™ Interior .Committee recently approVed a
federal land. bill- for Alaska which contains several impor-
tant features, including granting subsistence the highest
priority of all consumptive uses of Alaska’s federal land.

The  draft bill recognizes that competition‘for:scarce
fish and wildlife resources between different user'groups
must be regulated under. Congressional guidelines in order
to protect those' résources and the option of people to
harvest them. The bill affirms-the intent of the''Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act to protect the subsistence-
use options of the vast-majority of Alaska Natives.

However, regulatmg the problem of competition  for
 wildlife resources in’ fayor of the people who have tradi-
tionally relied on those resources is only part of the sub-
sistence problem The problem has always had: two faces;
competlon is one. The other face of the subsistence: pmb\
lem is' LAND. - Even if Congress, passed:a law prohibiting
hunting ‘for any reason except subsistence, the other face
of the problem would loom before us: the integrity of the

Iand, the ability of the.land to function as the first link in’

the food chain of which we are all a part. We fear the
House: Interior Committee, in action not speclfically relat-
ed to proposed subsistence law, may have tumed 1ts ‘back
to the problem of land. :

Rep: Morris Udall (D-Arizona) House. Intefior Com-.

mittee agreed to permit-oil and gas exploration in a critical
area of the Arctic National Wildlife Range. 'Year-to-year
studies of ‘the area indicate it is consistently used by the

Porcupine caribou herd as a gathering area after calyes are .

dropped in the spring.  The time of the post-calvmg aggre-
gations, as blologlsts call them, is a sensitive one for the

herd, still Alaskas largest. and strongest canbou popnla-f

tion.

We are confident that nelther Mr. Young, nor Inte T
Committee Chairman ‘Morris Udall contemplated allowing
oil ‘and gas exploration without the most stringent environ-,
mental’ controls and’ ovexslght but our appxehenslon over '
development in such a sensitive area is not molhﬁe ‘by a’

commitment to environmental oversight:

We feel ‘the proposal to allow resource . ‘development,

of critical subsistence habitat in the Arctic.
indicates:a continuing reluctance on the part

Congress-
men to fully face the subsistence problem It shoul;l be

obvious that the health of the land will have

ing on the health of subsistence resources d their a
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that even strict environmental controls

cannot mitigate that elusive, abrasive effect’ that all devel:’

opment has ‘on any natural environment that is’ ;ubjected f
to human technological activity. ‘We subxmt ‘that in this "
case, the land, and the life it supports, are too: vulnerable )

to the effects of exploitation to risk any. development :
. The’ mtegnty of subsistence resources depend upon\the
integrity of the land and the integrity of the land requires

that it remain pure, open and intact. We think the propos-

al to open the Arctic Wildlife
tion lacks integrity if Congress
and perpetuating the subsnstence lifestyle. -

The Porcupine caribou herd, which: rehes for Aits sur-.

- vival on the integrity of the Arctic Wildlife Range, feeds
: people noxth and south of the Brooks Range in Alaska and
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