Abourezk wants

WASHINGTON D C -Sen
James Abourezk (D-S D.), chair-

man of the Senate Select'Com-
mittee ‘on  Indian ‘Affairs, has
critical . of “Gerard: for ‘hismis«
‘handling of a situation in: the.

called ‘for . the ' resignation ' of

BIA’ Director Forrest Gerard:.

Abourezk’s request culminated a
series  ‘of "exchanges. in' which
Abourezk has. been increasingly

critical ‘ of | Gerard’ 'for ‘what -he’

views as Gerard’s “‘deliberate de-
lay of vital ‘BIA 'reorganization
in direct. contradiction ' of ‘pro-
mises: made ‘to the Senate dur-
ing his conﬁrmatlon heanngs

Abourezk sa:d Gerard’s ac-.

-/ tions' to-date remind him of a
funeral service' for Indian self-
determination and said, in a let-

ter to''Secretary, Cecil Andrus,”
“1 would suggest, Mr.: Secre- '

tary, that - we ' emulate the
‘Egyptian Pharaohs ‘and’ put all
those ‘promises Mr.: Gerard gave
under oath- at his conﬁrmatxon

sresulted . in - the

Indian,
+ BIA ‘Area: Directorship despite

heanngs imo the same tomb
with Indian self-detennmation 4

Gerald out

favorite Johnson would have a

“ conflict: of interest in- ‘adminis-

 tering the office because he is a

Abouxezk was also, sbalply

Albuquerque \BIA  office_which
‘takeover ' of
that ‘office . by aggrieved gover-

nors: and “representatives of the

all; Indian ‘Pueblo. Council: re-
cently. 'Abourézk said Gerard
appointed Sidney Mills, a' Sioux
to  the'  Albuquerque

the ‘support ‘of 21 of the 23
affected - Pueblo  tribes for ‘a
Pueblo candidate, Roland John-
$on. ' Abourezk questioned how

‘ this ' action squared with pro-

mises made by ‘Andrus himself,

.and by 'Gerard, to “do what

the. Indians want,” and !to
“support Indian “self-determina-
tion.”  Abourezk- called - Ger-

‘ard’s claim" that the Pueblo

lowthis: reasol

.ard be asked to resign,

Pueblo  “ridiculous v o fol-
g th 4 logical
conclusion,w{o d Mr. Gerard’s
appointment 'as amstant secre-
tary ' for [Indian Affalrs be a
conflict  because, in the past,
he - has alleged” that he is an’
Indian?” Abourezk asked An-

‘drus.

' Abourézk said Andrus has

rejected his request - that :}er-

“I re-

spect Secretary Andrus, but I

have felt' compelled .to write

him: again on this matter in

hopes he will recognize the con-

flict between the actions of his |
appointee. Mr. Gerard and his

own personally. stated commit-

ment that government should
try to find out what the Indian .
people want and then act ac-

cordingly.”



