
City of Bethel opposes-
mining

opposesopposes-
miningmining on Tuluksak , --.*
by Patti Harperf-
or

HarperHarperf-
orfor theshe TundraTURdreTundis TimeTimesTime-

sTuluksak

*.

Tuluksak villagers gainedgaine\gainegainean\! an-

ally
anan-

allyally last week in their fight against-

Northland
againstagainst-

NorthlandNorthland GoldOold Dredging Com-

pany
Com-

pany
ComCom-¬-

pany The CityCityofof Bethel will be-

joining
bebe-

joiningjoiningjoining in the appeal against a-

Bureau
aa-

BuBuBureaureau of Land ManagementManagement-
decision

Management-
decisiondecision .allowing.IlowlngIlowlng Northland to-

resume
toto-

resumeresume dredging operations near-

Nyac
nearnear-

NyacNyac , locatedlocatedaboutabout 35 miles up-

the
upup-

thethe Tuluksak River from thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage ,, which Is roughly 30 milesmiles-

up
miles-

upup the Kuskokwim River from-

Bethel
fromfrom-

BethelBethel .

VVillagersiIlagers have been battlingbanling the-

company
thethe-

companycompany alone for two years ..

They'reTheyre' angry about dredging ac *.,
tions by Northland during itsil8 first-

years
firstfirst-

yearsyears of operation in 1991-1983199119831981.19831981198319$1.1983191.19831911983$ -. ,.

Villagers assert muddy waters-
caused

Waters-

caused
waters

caused by thethe dredging killed-

fish
killedkilled-

fishfish andaodsad ruined their drinking-
water

drinkingdrinking-
Waterwater . Company officials claim-

their
claimclaim-

theirtheir operation hashs, had and willwill-

have
will-

havehave little negative impact pnon thethe-

area
the-

area'sareaarea'sareas', fifishh , wildlife ,, and water ,.

But ,, Northland GpldOpldGold Dredging-
wad

DredgingDredging-
wallwafiwallwad cited in 1983 for water quali-

ty
qualiquailquali-¬'-

ty violations and forced to sus-

pend
sussus-

pend
sus-sus¬-

pend operations until a new min-

Ing
minmin--¬.

ing plan Is approved ,. The com-

pany
com-

pany
com-

pany
com-com--*

pany has become the focus of-

residents
ofof-

resldenlSresidentsresldenlS *' concern over the effect-

of
effecteffect-

ofof placer mining In the area ,,

which began sixty years ago ,

Bethel CityCuy Officials insistInslsl the-

environmental
thethe-

environmentalenvironmental assessment upon-

which
uponupon-

whichwhich BLM basedba.edbaed. its approval oofof-

Northland's
ff-

Northland'sNorthland'sNorthlands' new plan is not-

detailed
notnot-

detaileddetailed enough ., They want a fofor-

mal
forfor-.-¬

mal environmental impact state ¬.
mentrunt completed . They'reTheyre'' con-

cerned
con-concon ¬.-

cernedcemed about a8 potential impact

on Kuskokwim River commercial-
fishing

commercialcommercial-
fibhlngfushingfibhlngfishing , a 0111Imajoror element ofof-

Bethel's
of-

Bethel'sBethel'sBethels' economy-
According

econQmy-
According

economyeconQmyeconomy-
AccordingAccording to Ken HHammmm ,.

Bethel'iBetheliBethel'sBethels'' CityCjty planner , the BLM-

environmental
BLMBLM-

environmentalenvironmental assessment states-

that
statesstates-

thatthat the new miningminmg plan would-

result
wouldwould-

resultresult in larger beaver popula-

tions
popula-

tions
populapopula--¬-

tions ,, and more beaver dams-

which
damsdams-

whichwhich may inhibit fish spawning-
Increased

spawningspawnmgspawnmg-
IncreasedIncreased beaver activity might-

also
mightmight-

alsoalso cause greater water turbidi-
ty

tutbidi-
ty

turbiditurbidi-tutbidi-tutbidi¬-

ty which could harm smelt-

According
smeltsmelt-

According
smelt-

AccordmgAccordingAccordmg to10 Hamm ,, the BLM-

assessment
BLMBLM-

assessmentassessment dismisses the beaver-
problem

beaverbeaver-
problemproblem as unimportant ,, becausebecausbecause-

beaverbeaver populations are increasing-
anyway

increasingincreasing-
anywayanyway . Hamm thinks the poten-

tial
poten-

tial
potenpoten-¬-

tial cumulative ImpactimJjjct! of natural-
beaver

naturalnatural-
beaverbeaver Increase , resulting from-

the
fromfrom-

thethe mining operation ,, should be-

analyzed
bebe-

analyanalyanalyzeded .

This is just one example , hehe-

thinks
he-

thinksthinks of the need for a moremore-

detailed
more-

detaileddetailed ,, formal environmental-
Impact

ehvlronmental-
Impact

environmentalehvlronmental
Impact statement ,. An EIS would-

analyze
wouldwould-

analyzeanalyze a8 worst case scenario for-

negative
forfor-

negativenegative impacts , it would look at-

the
atat-

thethe cumulativecumulallve effect of the Nor-

thland
Nor-NorNor-

thland
NorNor-¬-

thland operation with other-
developments

otherother-
developmentsdevelopments in the region , and-

would
andand-

wouldwould require a formal public-

comment
publicpublic-

commentcomment process --- all things-

which
thingsthmgsthmgs-

whIchwhich are lacking in the en-

vironmental
enen-

vironmental
en-en-¬-

vironmental assessment , said-

Hamm
saidsaid-

HammHamm ,.

IriItId! appealing the 1BLMBLM decision ,,

the City of BethelBelhel 1sIs makingmakmg a-

Statement

aa-

statementStatement for the future as much-

as
muchmuch-

asas it'sitsit'llitll' taking ftar stand on the-

Tuluksak
thethe-

'I'uluksak'tuluksak'I'uluksakIuluksak situation ., This is the-

first
thethe-

firstfirst major project !OfIf Its kind-

which

kindkind-

wwwhichich the city hasbas had the
,
oppor-

tunity
oppor-

tunltv
opporoppor-¬-

tunitytunltv to comment on .,
,1

Mayor Joe Sullivan said thetheeithecMci-lcil-. \

ty Isislotfiot/lotlotlist/ anti-developmentantidevelopment- , butbut-

wants
but-

wantswpntswants to be sure that potentialpqtenllal im-

pacts
imim-

pacts
im-im-¬-

pacts of any majprmajor development-
project

developmentdevelopment-
projectproject are clearly Understood-
before

UnderstoodunderstOod-
beforebefore that development Is allow-
ed

allow-
ed

allowallow-¬-
ed to take place .,

'

At an earlierearher , emotional-
meeting

emotionalemotional-
meetingCityCouncilmeeting before Bethel'sBethels'' City
Council ,, Tuluksak villagers ask-

ed
askask-¬.-

ed for supportsupportwhilesupport ,! while Chuck-

Hawley
Chuckchuck-

HawleyHawley ,,. ownerownerJf\pf\JfJfof Northland-
Gold

NorthlandNorthland-
OoldGoldOold Dredging , urged the Coun ¬.
cil to10 stay out ofot'theotthe' the matter , He-

said
HeHe-

saidsaid their action1action might delay the-

startup
thethe-

startupstartup otof another season .,

Hawley told the local

.
\\

newspapernew'papernewpaper' in March that '.""bur-

aim
'ourour"burbur''our-

aimaim is to be a model for respon-

sible

respon-

sible

responrespon--¬-

sible placer mining in Alaska WeWe-

plan

We-

planplan to demonstrate our-

understanding
ourour-

understandingunderstanding of and concerrtconcenlconcern forfor-

the

for-

thethe local residentstealdents andarid for thethe-

many

the-

mllnymanymllny valuevaluesvalued? of (thehe areaorca .
""

He'sHes'# been saying similar things-

for
thingsthmg

for more than a year , and offered-

to
offeredoffered-

toto provide jobs for villagers . But ,

he seems to have made no pro ".,

gress toward convincing-
Tuluksak

convincingconvlncll1gconvlncll1g-

TuluksakTuluksak residents of hishis-

goodwill
his-

goodwillgoodwill ,.

At the meeting ,. villagers angri-

ly
angriangrlangri-¬.-

lyIrIrdemandedlydemandeddemanded that hebe face them

\

when shakingspeaking about the impact-

of
Impact-

of
impact

of the mining operaoperationlion on-

rmtirces
onon-

rc'lOurcesresourcesrc'lOurcesrclOurcesrmtirces' they now useu\eue\ ,. and planpldnplan-

to
pldn-

toto rely upon hinill the futurefuture-

BLM

future-

BLMBLM approval liIs the lustlast In a-

Ion
aa-

lonlonIonlong? serleseries pfof permit approvalsapprovalapprovals-
whichwhich NorthlandNonhland Gold DredgingDredginghashas already obtainedobtalhedobtaihed from ststatestate-
and

te
andnd federal agenciesagenclcs ., The appeals-
now

appealsappeals-
nownow senden <lthethe matter to the In-

terior
InIn-

terinr
In-In¬-

teriorterinr DepartmentPepartmentDepartment'sDepartments'*. Boardaoard Ofof-
Land

of-

landLand AppealsAppeals/ButAppealsButAppeals'ButAppealsBut./' But , nonQ one thinks-
the

thinksthlOksthlOks-

thethe mattermaner willwillendend there . Federal-
District

FederalFederal-
DistrictDistrict Court is expected to bebe-

the
be-

thethe arena forfpr a final fight ,

,

Ir


