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ALASKAALASKA MEDIA UNDER FIREFREFIRSFIRS-

The

FIRE-

The

[

The AlaskaAla&kaAlaka& Press Women , an, organizationorganllation catlingcalliogcalling themselvesthemsclveli . ""Top-
of

"TopTop"Top-
ofof the World WritersWntersWaters " held aIi conference this pastpapas t( weekend , The Con-

ference
ConCon-on-

ference
on-on-¬-

ference was entitledentuled ""AlaskaAlaska"Ala&kaAlaka& Media :: Morals andanl\anlanlMethods\, Methods , "
ii-

ThereThere were lectures , panel discussions ,, workshopswork&hopsworkhops& ,, and speakers ,,

and there was enough substance to theIhe conference to attractallract just aboutabout-

everyone
about-

everyoneeveryone, in the print media ., ,

The most interestingInterestin/InterestinInterestinpanel/! panel discussions , workshops , and speakers ,,aboutIand thetherere was enough substance to theIhe conference tptqt9tqallractt9attractattractallract just aboutabout-
everyone{I everyone in the printpnnt media .

I

thethe most linterestingteresltereslngng panel discussion was about ""EditorsEditors under-

Fire
Underunder-

FireFire :: Decisions and Deadlines , " and many editorseduors and publishers from-

well
fromfrom-

wellwell known newspapers in AlaskaAla&kaAlaka& were sittingsitung on the panel ,, where-

they
wherewhere-

theythey could JiavePiaveave been under fire ..,

II-

AnAn intriguing question askedaslted by the moderator of the panelpanelwasanel was-

"if
WB-

S"If
wasWBS

'""IfIf""ifif your newspaper were a person , what would thatIhatpersonperson be IhkeIikeike? '"*

The panel wqsWaS incidentally all male , almost all White , and at-leastatleastat.lea&tat.leatatleatat.leastatleastat.least-
three

at.lea&t-
three

-. &

three ofor them were from the big city dailydally newspapers .

The panel members wewerewere
,

tto describe his newspaper as a person ,,

age , gender , characteristiccharacteristicsi *' , etcto .. The answers given were intriging-
and

Intrlglng-
and

intrigingIntrlglng
and somewhat on target , dependingdependin/dependindependinon/! on your perspective-

The

perspectiveperspective-

TheThe Anchorage TimesTrmeslimes was ""pastpast middle age,, " successfulsuecessful , with one-
foot

on6-
foot

one-oneon6,-

foot in the past , and striving to catch up with the changing IImestmestimes-
while

times-times, -

while the Anchorage Dady.NsmrDadyNsmrDallyN\DallyNDaity.NewwaiDaityNewwaiDallyNal;.. (\.",wasal VtheI'theIthe4'the4the,' new kid On the block ,, also-
aggresive

alsoalso-

aggresive

'

aggresive sort of pushy ,, libenrthheratliberal ,, and successfuluccessfulouccessful, .. "

The7he Seward Phoenix Log came across as the hometown boy doing-

well
doingdoing-

well
.

welwell| , and the Fairbanks DailyDally News-MinerNewsMiner-- wagwaswa . ""malemale'male' ,, white , and-

making
andand-

makingmaking money ,, and the AllAt/-AlasAtAlasAll-AlaskaAllAlaska/Alaska- ," Weekly was political and quite pro-

ud
pro-

lid
pro-

ud
pro-pro--

lidud of itainIts motomOlomote , which iiiIIt.) "forfor""forfor{or the cause that lacks assistanceasslstanee , for the-

wrong
thethe-

wrongwrong that needs reresistancelstance , forfqrfar the future in111lit the distance , and the-

good
thethe-

goodgood thatIhat we can dodo,1do1,. "'
i 't\t\

There was more discussiondlscussio , about moralsraJs , about the need for privacyprivacyprivacy-

ororjridlvidualswhat newspaper should be doingdoingo.recogmze(\\o.recogmzeo.recogmzejojecognize.'ojecognizeo.recogmzebe'
,. /flic/bebethe privacy of-

dividuals
of Jii-Jiijri-jriJiii- i

dividualsdlviduals ,, and there was some discussion about ethics .,
'

The Anchorage Times is owned 11as$as most AlaskansAlpskaniiAlaskans know by Robert-
Atwood

RobertRobert-
AtwoodAtwood , a long time Anchorage advocate , and the Anchorage Daily-
News

DailyDallyDally-
NewsNews is owned by the McClathy Corporationorporation , a newspaper chainchairlChaid based-

in
basedbased-

Inin CalifQtalifornaCahfqmana ,,

OusinessbasedThe Fairbanks DailyDally News-MinerNewsMinerNewt-MinerNewt-- Is 9a employee-ownedemployeeowned-- businessuslnessOusinessuslness-
basedbased lin the Interior ,;' and the Fairbanks All-AlaskaAllAlaska- Weekly Is owned-
and

ownedowned-
andand operated by Tom SnapfrSnappSnappi

,
, aalonglong titithe''lele friend of the 7hndrTundra

'

+ a Times'.
ll-

The
,

.
The Seward PhoenixPhMnlx Log is owned , published ,,. and edited by Edgar

Blatchford , who is aIi Seward ""hometownhometown boy , " with just the right-

amount
rightright-

amountamount of wry humor typtypicalcal of small town editorscelltOrs .

Our historical research tells us that editors duringdurinsthethe early part-
of

partpart-
ofof thistl1is century were routinely ltarredrred and feathered ,, and pomeIIOmesome were-
shot

werewere-
shotshot on the street cornerscornef1l of Middle AmeriAmericaa by irate readersteadel'1lteadel1lLeaders': so thisthis-
panel

this-
panelpanelput"underof newspaper people wetivereVer* let off easy by simpleslll1Ple beingbeinS put
""underunder firetire .., "
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