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By MADELYNMADEL YN SHULMANSIWLMSHULLMANSHULLMA-

NStaff

NN-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

ANCHORAGE
Writer-

AN2BORAGE
Writer-

ANCHORAGEANCHORAGEAN2BORAGE , Dec . 16-Its16Its16-11511516115-
a

16Its-
a

-
a convention different from allall-
prevIous

all-
previousprevious Alaska Federation ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative conventions . In place ofof-
speeches

of-
speechesspeeches from dlgmtanesdignitaries , smallsmall-
groups

small-
groupsgroups of native people sit inmm-

corners
in-

cornerscorners to pour over a 48-page48page48page-
document

48page-
document

-

document which wilwill| prove thethe-
framework

the-
frameworkframework of their lives duringdurmgdurmg-
the

during-
thethe years to come .

For this the reconvening ofof-
the

of-
thethe sixth annual convention of

the Alaska Federation of NaNa-Na-
tives

¬-.
tives , the best attendedattendedmattendedininm thatthat-
organization's

that-
organization'sorganization'sorganizations ' history is diffediffe-diffe-
rent

diffe-
rent

¬-

rent from the others . AfterAfter-
long

After-
longlunglong years a bill has been passedpassed-
by

passed-
byby the HouseBouse and SenateSendte .

Nobody at the conventionconvenlton ,

despite itslis billingblllmg as a time forfor-
deCIS

for-
decisdecisondeCIS on , believes the AFNAFNwillwillwill-
reject

will-
rejectreject the settlement . WhileWhile-
there

While-
therethere are provisions many do notnot-
like

not-
likelike they will try to alter themthem-
through

them-
throughthrough court actionacllon and admini-adminiadmml-admmladmmlt-
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strative means .
The bill is on the deskdeskofof thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident.. His signituresignature willwill-
make

will-
makemake it law . Like a guidebookgUidebook-
toto the conventionconven lion , the 48-page48page48page-
bill

48page-
bill

-

bill and report of the House-HouseHouse-

Senate

House-

Senate

House-

Senate

-

Senate ConierenceComerenceConference CommitteeCommitteeI-
Sis the focus this week inm thethe-
brightly

the-
brightlybrightly litht student unionumon builbUlI-bUlIbud-budbUl-
Idmg

bud-
ding

¬-

dingdmgdmgofdingofof AlaskaAldska Methodist UniUm-UmUni-Um-
verslty

Uni-
versity

¬-

versityverslty .

Delegates Conveneonvene inm twoIwoIwo-
sides

two-
sidessides of the full floor cafeteriacafetena ..

"TheThe'The""'' congress of the UnitedUmtedUmted-
States

United-
StatesStates has actedactedonon Ia bill thatthat-
will

that-
willwill make historyIllstory not only inmm-

Aldska
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAldska but in111 the world ,,"" DonDon-
Wr

Don-
WrightWrWrightght opened the conventionconvenllon .

Symbolically , the conventionconvenllonconvenllon-
began

convention-
beganbegan with the pledge of allealle-alle-

giance
alle-

giance
¬-

giance to the flag .

"SomeSome" of us individualsindlVldudls maymay-
have

may-
havehave thoug'itsthougitsthoug11tsthoughts' on the fairnessfaunessfauness-
of

fairness-
ofof this legislationleglslahon " he told thethe-
more

the-
moremore than 400 nativendhve represenrepresen-represen-
tatives

¬.-

tativestahves present for the openingopemngopemng-
"Some

opening-
"Some"SomeSome" of us areMeare not satisfieds'llisfiedsllisfied' ,,""

Wright said , "butbut"bulbul" we have to-
recognize

to1010-

recognizerecognize we are AmericanAmencan citiclhciti-citi-
zens

¬.-

zenszem , citizensclhzens of the state ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska , as well as products ofof-
our

of-
ourour heritagehentage ."

"TheThe'The"'' wordingwordmg inm the statues ,;,"'
he said , as he held up a copy-
of

copycopy-
ofof the bill , is very complex andand-

difficult
and-

difficultdifficult .. " With that he gavegave-

the
gave-

thethe convention its mandate toto-
study

to-
studystudy the bill , ask questions , andand-
obtalll

and-
obtainobtainobtalll answers from theirtheu lealea-lea-
ders

¬.-

ders , lawyers and staff and bringbnngbnng-
bdck

bring-
backbackbdck the bill andandItsits provisionsprovIsions-
toto theirtheu home villagesvillages-

Unlike
villages-

Unlike
villages-

UnlikeUnlike other AFN convenconven-conven-
tions

¬.-
tionstlOns , this one has been organorgan-organ-
ized

¬.-

izedlZed by regions Already , byby-
Thursday

by-
ThursdayThursday afternoon , over 400400-
people

400-
peoplepeople had signed inIII Over
500 were expected by the weekweek-
and

week-
andand when weather in10 SoutheastSootheastSoutlieastSootheast-
Alaska

Soutlieast-
AlaskaAlaska was expected to clear andand-

people

and-

peoplepeople would be gettinggettlllg off forfor-

the

for-

thethe week end .,

Delegates came fromfrommost-mostmostmost-
villages

-most-
villagesvillages and from AFN organiorgam-orgamorgani-orgam-
zahons

organi-
zations

¬-

zationszahons inm partspdrts of the lower 4848-
One

48-
OneOne man , from PortlandPortldnd , OreOre-Ore-
gon

Ore-
gon

¬-

gon , explainedexplallled that the smallsmall-
Portland

small-
PortlandPortland Alaska NativeNahve AssociaAssocla-AssoclaAssocia-Assocla-
lion

Associa-
tion

¬-

tionlion had heardheardaboutabout the convenconven-conven-

hon

conven-

tion

¬-

tionhon Wednesday afternoon and

had two delegates on a nightIIIghtIIIght-

flight
night-

flightflight to Anchorage .
MqstMeat village representativerepresentallvetrepresentativesrepresentallvet-

seem
representatives-

seem
!

seem to thinkthmk Alaska NativesNallvesNallves-
can

Natives-
cancan live with the settlementselliementselliementp-

rovISIons
settlement-

provisionsprovisions . "40 million acresacres-
of

acres-
ofof land can be an infinitemfimtemfimte-
amount

infinite-
amountamount with proper planningplannlllg ,,""
commented Larry PctersenPetersen ofof-
Fort

of-
FortFort Yukon .. "TheThe'The"rherhe"'"' questionquesllonquesllonI-
S

question-
isis what the villages can do withwllhwllh-
It

with-
it ", ,
it.

For this allallImportantimportant conven ¬.

tionhon , delegates drgamzeddrgdnlzeddrganizeddrgdnlzedmtointomtomto-
regIOnal

into-
regionalregional groupinggroupmg . At once vilvil-vilvil-

lages

¬-.

lages began to clarifycldnfy theirtheu regi-regireglregi-

onal
regi-

aI

-'-

onalaII associations . fts"ssAs<", regionsregIOns-

they
regions-

theythey ) will caucus to discuss thethe-
bill

the-
billbill/billbill ./billThrough

Through Thursday afternoon ,

officialsofflcidls of the Department ofof-
the

of-
thethe InteriorIntenor answered questionsquesllonsquesllons-
on

questions-
onon how the bill will be impleunpleimple-imple-
mented

¬.-

mented . On FridayFnday AFN Wash ¬.
ington counsel will explainexplam thethe-
bill

the-
billbill pointpomt by pointpomt , section byby-
sec

by-
sectionsectionsechon ..

Saturday morningmorn 109 65,00065000, coco-
pies

co-
piespies of the Tundra TunesTimes specialspecial-
land

special-

landland rightsnghts editionedillon will be avail-availavail"abl-

e

avail-

able

-.-
'-able
a-

ble
"'"-

able
a-

bleable for distributiondlstnbutlOn to10 everyevery-

Aldska

every-

AlaskaAlaskaAldska nativenahve with copies of thethe-

entue

the-

entireentireentue bill and committee reportreport-
enclosed

report-
enclosedenclosed .

"OurOur" village doesn'tdoesnt'' knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat to makemakt of the bill yefyeC.

"
explainedexplamed representative WalterWalter-

Townsend

Walter-

TownsendTownsendTownsendofof Yakutat .. "SoSo" wewe-

sent

we-

sentsent sortiesol\1esol1esome\ representatives upliplip-
here

up-
herehere "

Here in10 Anchorage caucussingcaucussmgcaucussmg-
m

caucussmg-
ininm the student unionumon , beingbemg ferfer-ferfer-
lied

fer-
ried

¬-

riedlied around by special AFN busbus-bus-

ses

bus-

ses

¬-

ses , are the people who mustmust-
explam

must-
explainexplainexplam the bill and clarifycldllfy itsItS-

complex
its-

complexcomplex provisions to theirtheu fel ¬.
low villagers . Some details ofof-
the

of-
thethe bill , they foresee , will bebe-

changed

be-

changedchanged by court actionachonaction-
One

achon-
One

action-
OneOne government officialofficlUl exex-exex-

pected

ex-

pected

¬-

pected court actionacllon againstagamst aa-

provIsion

a-

provisionprovision in10 the bill whichwhich-
counts

which-
countscounts pendingpendmg nativenahve allotmentsallotments-
agamst

allotments-
againstagainstagamst the 40 million acre landland-
settlement

land-
settlementsettlement .

Other provisions , leaders , exex-exex-
pect

ex-
pect

¬-

pect , can be changed by pressurepressure-
onon the Secretary of InteriorIntellor ,

who is given broad authorityauhonlYauhonlY-
m

authority-
in

!

inm interpretingmterpretmg the billbill..


