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Today

Alaska-

TodayToday there are twoIwo dozendozen-
NallVe

dozen-

NativeNativeNallVe organizationsorgamzallons unitedumtedunitedininIn-

the
in-

theUiethe Alaska Federation of NaNa-NaNa-
lives

Na-
tives

¬-

_ tiveslives . Most of theseIhese organizaorgamzaorganiza-organiza-

tions

¬.-

tionslions were establishedestabhshed dlmngdunngduring thethe-
I

the-

1960s1960s960sI . HoweverlIowever , the historylitstoryhistory ofof-
Ndllve

of-
NativeNativeNdllve organizationQrganlzallon in1n AlaskaAlaska-

begms

Alaska-

beginsbeginsbegms as long ago as 1912 ,

when the AlaskaAldska Na/ivcNaivcNdllveNyivc, / BrotherBrother-Brother-
hood

Brother-
hood

¬-

hood wasWdS establishede ldbh hed inm southsouth-south-

eastern

¬.-

easternea > lern AlaskaAlaka,
.

the AljskaAlaskaAI skd NativeNdllve BrotherBrother-Brother-
hood

¬.-

hoodhuod ( ANB ) beganbegdn as a fraternalfralernalfralernal-
society

fraternal-
societysociety of ThngitThngltTlingit and llaidalIaldaIlaidalIalda-
Indrans

Ilaida-
IndiansIndiansIndrans It had itsJlS originsongms in thethe-

socldl

the-

socialsocldlsocialcial groups thatthdt were affiliatedaffiliated-
ill

dffaffiliated-

with

h.ltedhltedh.lted-

with

.

withill ) local churches .

GraduallyGrddudlly theIhe AlaskaAldsl.aAldsla. NaliveNdllveNativeNdllve-

Brotherhood

Native-

BrotherhoodBrotherhood becamebecdme a powerfulpowerful-

pohtlcal

powerful-

politicalpoliticalpohtlcal organizationorgd 1zallon.wlth1zallonwlthwith localloca-
lchaptersor

loca-
lchaptersor " ". -inin- virvir-virvir-
tually

¬'-chaptcrs-orchaptcrsorchapters-orchapters- "campscamps"campsincampscampsIn
tually every community of southsouth-south-

east

¬.-

eastcast Alaska Many substantialsubstantial-

pohllcal

substantial-

politicalpoliticalpohllcal victoriesvlctones were won byby-

the

by-

thethe organizationorgamzatlOn for the southsouth-south-

east

south-

east

¬-

east Indians , such as theIhe earlyearly-

recognitIOn

early-

recognitionrecognition of votingvotmg rightsnghts andand-
the

and-
thethe desegregationdesegregallon of schoolsscho I .

Not only did the ANB bebe-bebe-
come

be-
come

¬-

come directly involved in issuesIssues-
of

issues-
ofof importance to the NativesNallves , itit-
exerclSCd

it-
exercisedexercisedexerclSCd considerable influenceInnuenceinfluence-
overover, a sizeablee lele-

t
proportiono o of thethe-

electorate: : the : ; : J. :
electorate1 r in thet First JudicialJudicial-
DistrictDistrictDlstncl.. Thus , politicianspohtlclans reguregu-regu-
larly

regu-
larly

¬-

larly soughtsoughI the Indians ' viewsviews-
on

views-
onon issues of importanceImrortance1mrortance to themtltem .

ConstitutionallyConslllutKJ olly the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Brotherhood was notnot-
hmlted

not-
limitedlimitedhmlted to a membershipmemhcr\hlpmemhcrhlpnienibershipmemhcrhlpofnienibershipof\ ofof-
Thnglt

of-
TlingitThngitThngltTlingit and llaidafldldaIlaida IndiansIndl.lnIndlln. > InIn-InIn-

deed

¬.-

deed ,. at tunesInHCStimes it activelydctlvely soughtsuughlsought-
toto become a trulytrulystatewidestate-widestatewidesstatewide-
organization

-
enenaenB lt1Ielt1Ies t:organizationgd tt-
en ButB tnethe ANBANBwaswaswas-

nevernever very successfulsuccesuccessfulinsfulsfulIIIinIII estaesta-esta-
bhshlng

esta-
blishing

¬-

blishingbhshlng camps outside of southsouth-south-
east

¬.-
eastcdsl AlaskaAJdskd , despite itsJls elelfortseffortselforts-

Camps
efforts-

Camps
fortsforts-

CampsCamps were begun at AnchoAnehoAncho-Ancho-
rage

¬.-
ragerdge ,. FairbanksFdlrbanks ,. NomeNonle , BristolBtolBtolB-
dY

Bristol-
Bay ",BayBdY , and the PnbilofPnbllofPribilof IslandsIsldnds ,
butbul they either dieddlCd for lack ofof-
suppurt

of-
supportsupportsuppurt or became independentindetiendentIndetCndenlIndetCndenl-
orgamzatlons

indetiendent-
organizations

!

organizationsorgamzatlons . The only campcamp-
outside

camp-
outsideoutside of southeast Alaska thatthat-
had

that-
hadhadhadanan active lifehfe was at CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter .

It is not certaincertalll why thethe-
ANB

the-
ANBANB never got a secure footholdfoothold-
outside

foothold-
outside"ntsidcntsidcoutside" of southeasts'JulheastsJulheast' Alaska . It

is perhaps because theIhe organorgamzaorganiza-organizaorganiza-
tion

iz : .-
tionlion was closely identifiedidenllfiedidenllfiedwithidentifiedwithwitwithwith-
the

with-
thethe ThngitThngltTlingit and llaidalIaldaIlaida Indians ,

and was thought totJ: best suitSUi-
tcondlllOns

suit-
conditionsconditionscondlllOns mIn the southeastsgutheast .

early1960sIt was not untilun 111 the early
1960s that a NaliveNallveNative organizationorgamzatlOnorgamzatlOn-
movement

organization-
movementmovement . beganbegDn to., emerge inIn-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska outsideoulsldeoutside of the southeastsoutheasl ..
The first signs of this movementmovement-
appeared

movement-
appearedappearedappearedinin 1961 , when EskimosEskImos-
of

Eskimos-
ofofofnorthwestnorthwest AlaskaAlasl.aAlasla. and thethe-
drctlc

the-
arcticarcticdrctlc slopeIope> joinedJOlliedJOlliedIIIjoinedininIII andnin organiorgdl1lorgam-orgamorgam-
zation

¬'-
zationLatlon known as InupialInupldlInupiat I'aitotIaitotPallolPaitot' ..

ThisTllis organizationorgamzallon was supporsuppor-suppor-
ted

¬.-
ted by the AmericanAmellcan Associ1AssoclallonAssociationAssoclallon-
of

Association-
of

? ' " "
of IndiartIndian AffairsAffdlrs , whic"iwhiciwhk'1whk1whic'i"'' beibecamebecame-
acllVe

became-
activeactiveacllVe in Alaska NativeNdllve altairsaffairsaffairs-
al

affairs-
atatal thatIhdt timetlnICtime-

The
tlnIC-

The
time-

TheThe AAIA also provided momo-nio-niomo-
ney

nio-
ney

¬-

ney to start the TUNDRATUNDRA-
TIMES

TUNDRA-
TIMESTIMES , and thistlus newspaper
datesddtesnewspaperddtesnewspaperdatesback to theIhe founding ofof-
Ihe

of-
thetheIheHowardRockInupiatInuplat PaitotPal tot.. ( HowardHoward,,
Rock , editor , was executiveexecullveexecullve-
secretary

executive-
secretarysecretary of the organizationorgamzatlon .)

Six monthsmonlhs after this beginbegin-begin-
ning

¬.-

ningmng , several village representarepresenta-representa-
lives

representa-
tives

¬-

tiveslives gatheredgatheredinin Tanana andand-
created

and-
createdcreatedcreatedanan organizationorganizallon of AthaAtha-Atha-
bascan

¬.-

bascan Indians . This organizaorgamza-orgamzaorganiza-orgamza-
lion

organiza-
tion

¬-

tionlion , known as the DcnaDena NenaNena-
Henash

Nena-
HenashHenash and Tanana Chiefs ConCon-Con-
ference

Con-
ference

¬-

ference , drew upon the aborigiabonglaborigi-aborigi-
nal

¬'-
nal traditiontradillon otof interiormtenor IndianIndian-
chiefs

Indian-
chiefschiefs meeting to discuss mattersmatters-
of

matters-
ofof common interestmterest..

The Tanana Chiefs ConfeConfe-Confe-
rence

¬.-

rence covers the largest land areaarea-
of

area-
ofof all the regional Native organiorgamorgani-organi-
zations

¬.-

zations , some 165,000sq165000sq165,000165000,, sq miles .

Also in 1962 a similar organorgan-organ-
ization

¬.-

izationIZallon of villages was estaeSlaesta-esta-
blished

¬.-
blishedbhshed inm southwest Alaska-theAlaskatheAlaskatheAlaska-AlaskaAlaskathe-
Association

- thethe-
AssociationAssociation of Alaska VillageYIQageYIQag-
eCouncil

Village-
CouncilCouncil Presidents (AVCPA YCP) .

This organizationorganlZallon represents thethe-
largest

the-
largestlargest number of individualmdlvldual NaNa-Na-
lives

Na-
tives

¬-

tiveslives , about 15,0001500015,1100151100, , and has thethe-
largest

the-
largestlargest number of votes in10 thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN ,.

Two local, predominantlypredominantly-
urban

predominantly-
urbanurban associationsassocl3l1ons followed thethe-
founding

the-
foundingfounding of the Tanana ChiefsChiefs-
Conference

Chiefs-
ConferenceConference and the AVCPA YCP : thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks NativeNallve AssociationAssoeiahon inm

1963 and the Cook Inlet NativeNallveNallve-
Associahon

Native-
AssociationAssociationAssociahon in10 1964 . ( Both ofof-
these

of-
thesethese organizationsorgamzallons were formedformed-
with

formed-
withwith the helphep:; of theIhe latelale NickNick-
Gray

Nick-
GrayGray , who was one of the stronstron-stron-
gest

stron-
gest

¬-

gest NativeNallve supporters of Organorgan-organ-
IZallonal

organ-
izational

¬-

izationalIZallonal strength and unityUnIly .)

In 1964 the Yukon FlatsFlals NaNa-Na-
tive

¬.-

tivetlve association came into1010 exiexi-exi-
stence

¬'-
stence .

In 1964 , two regional assoasso-asso-
ciations

¬.-
ciationsClatlonsreplacethewere formed to10 replacereplace-
thethe now defunctdefunctlnupialInupiat PaitotPaltot :

the Northwest Alaska NativeNative-
Association

Native-
AssociationAssociation organized approxiapproxi-approxi-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-

mately a dozen villages on Kot-KotKot-
zebue

Kot-
zebue

Kot-
zebue

-
zebue Sound and the KobukKobuk-
and

Kobuk-
andand Noatak rivers , and the ArcArc-Arc-
tic

¬.-

tic Slope Association broughtbrought-
togelher

brought-
togethertogethertogelher Eskimo villages of thethe-
far

the-
farfar northnorlh .,

In 1966 and 1967 otherother-
regional

other-
regionalregional groups organized in thethe-
Aleutian

the-
AleutianAleutian Island , the Alaska PePe-PePe-
ninsula

Pe-
ninsula

¬-

ninsula , Bristol Bay , KodiakKodiak-
Island

Kodiak-
IslandIsland and the Seward Peninsula .

At the present time there are
24 Native organizations , somesome-
representing

some-
representingrepresenting dozens of villagesviUages,,
some representing urban Natives,,
andan! some representingrepresehting only aII-
single

a-

siriglesinglesirigle village .

The organizationsorpnizations bomborn duduoduo-
ring

¬.
ring the 10't10t1960's1960s1960% '. were closelyclosely-
COII

closely-
connectedconnectedCOIIecled with the emergenceemergence-
ofof the landlandcrisiscrisis of the samesame-
period

same-
periodperiod . Both the state.tatetate. and thethe-
federal

the-
federalfederal government began toto-
make

to-
makemake threatening encroachmentsencroachmentencroachments-
on

.
on Native land .,

Early in the 1960s1960. the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment withdrew a largelarge-
amount

large-
amountamount of land for the purposepurpose-
of

purpose-
ofof testing an atomic bombbombbombunderunderunder-under-
ground

¬.-
ground near Cape Thompson .

Had this plan ( code-namedcodenamedcode.namedcodenamedcode.named-
Project

codenamed-
Project

-.
Project Chariot ) been carried outout-
the

out-
thethe food source of many EskiEski-Eski-
mo

Eski-
mos

¬-

mosmo . of northwest Alaska may
havehavmayhavmayhavebeen endangered by radio-radioradio-

Contlnuod

radio-
Continued

--.

(ContlnuodContinued on ppage<_9* 6)661)
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activeachve contaminationcontamuiatlOncontamination .

At approximately the samesame-
hmc

same-
timetimehmc , the federal governmentgovernment-
also

government-
alsoalso began planningplannmg a dam onon-
the

on-
thethe Yukon River near Rampart .

Although this project , too , waswas-
ultunately

was-
ultunatelyultimatelyultunately abandoned , it threathrea-threa-
tened

¬.-
tened to flood the Yukon flats ,

a territorytern tory used by some 2,00020002,000-
Athabascan

2,000-
Athabascan

,
Athabascan Indians asa ,. a sourcesource-
of

source-
ofof food .

It was the activitiesachvities of the-
state

thethe-
statestate government , however , thatthat-
posed

that-
posedposed the biggest threat to NaNa-Na-
hve

¬-.
tivehve landlandrightsrights.. By the State ¬.
hood Act of 1958 , the state waswas-
authorized

was-
authorizedauthorized to select over 100100-
acres

100-
acresacres of land from the publicpubticpubtic-
domain

public-
domaindomain .

ItI t began to select lands ofof-
nuneral

of-
mineralmineralnuneral potential ,, most of whichwhich-
included

which-
includedincluded lands traditionally usedused-
far

used-
forforfar subsistence purposes by NaNa-NaNa-
tives

¬.-

tivestive'JtiveJ'.. The result was spate ofof-
protests

of-
protestsprotests to state land selectionsselections-
and

selections-
andand blanket claims to wide areasareas-
of

areas-
ofof historic Native use .

The Native organizations diddid-
1I0t

did-
notnot1I0t initiate the land claims pro-propro-

i

pro-
cess

pro-
cess

--

cessi. The earliest claims thatthat-
challenged

that-
challengedchallenged state selections werewere-
filed

were-
filedfiled in late 1961 and early
1962 for the individual villagesvillages-
of

villages-
ofof Northway , Minto , TanacrossTanacross-
and

Tanacross-
andand Lake Alegnagik by thetile BIA .

OtherOt1urOt1urdWiduat: individual\dWiduatdWiduat\ villages folfl> l ¬.
lowed suit , such as Nenana andand-
Stevens

and-
StevensStevens Village in 1963 .,

However , the Native organizaorganiZa-organiZa-

tions

organiza-

tions

¬-

tions transformed the landland-
claims

,
claims from random and , scat ¬..
tered protestsprotesu against governmen ¬.

tal '. incursions into a forceful ,

coordinated political movementmovement-
that

movement-
thatthat hasItas pressured the federalfederal-
government

federal-
governmentgovernmentgovernment, to meet the NativesNabves '.

I

demands .

Thus , it was the massivemassive-
claims

massive-
claimsclaims filed by regional organiorgamorgani-organi-
zations

¬.-
zationszahons throughout the state in

196S1965 and 1966 that finallyfiliallyfilially-
forced

finally-

forcedforced the federal governmentgovernment-

toto ibaposeisposeopose a "landland" freeze " toto-
prevent

to-
preventprevent state selections prior toto-
determinabon

to-
determinationdeterminationdeterminabon of Native'lativelative' landland-

rights
land-

rightsrights..
Some of the regional organiorgani-organi-

zations
¬.-

zations had been in existence-
for

existenceexisteneeexistenee-
forfor years before they filed theirtheir-
claims

their-
claimsclaims . The AVCPA VCP , for example ,,

organized in 1962 but did notnot-
file

not-
filefiletfile a claim until 1966 .

But other organizations , suchsuch-
as

such-
asas the Northwest Alaska NativeNative-
Association
NativeSlopeNativeAssociation: atfAssociation

and
b
the;,

Arctic
. came

SlopeS
intointointo-

existence

roro-

eXistenceexistence in10 196S1965 and 1966 forfor-

the

for-

thethe primaryprunary purpose of filing aa-

land

a-

landland claim . ..

The Native organizationsorganizallons areare-
therefore

are-
thereforetherefore responsible for thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative land claims as a politicalpJhticalpJhtical-
movement

political-
movement

:
movement . But all of thesethese-
organizations

these-
organizationsorganizations have interests andand-
concems

and-
concernsconcernsconcems beyond .thethe.

. land issueissue-
which

issue-

whichwhichwhichwerewere either '- inborn oror-

gradually

or-

graduallygradually acquired .

Education ,, housing ,, employ ¬.

ment , community development ,.
sanitation ,. local government ,
and other problems of villagevillage-
Alaska

village-
AlaskaAlaska are now typically itemsitems-
of

items-
ofof business at regional associasssocia-sssociaassocia-associa-
tion

sssocia-
tion

¬-

tion meetings... With passage 'ofof'of-
a

'of-
a

'

a Native land claims settlementsettlement-
act

settlement-
actact by Congress , the regionallegionallegional-
associations

regional-
associationsassociations will have for thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst time realleal economic andand-
other

and-
otherother resources to deal withwith-
these

with-
thesethese problems.. _

In the future ,. Native politicspoiticspoitics-
will

politics-
will

)
will turntunt around the regionalregiona-
lassociations

regional-
associationsassociations.. , .



Regardless , the Alaska Federa ¬.
tion of NSrt4ves-nasNSrt4vesnasNatives-hasNativeshasN -- as reached aa-
crossroad

a-
crossroadcrossroad and one that willwill-

change

will-

changechange the shape of Alaska forfor-
many

for-
manymany decades to comecone . Already-Already-.

the emphasis on regional developdevelop-develop-
ment

¬.-
ment , on political amalgamation ,

on economic enterpriseenterpllse , is sharshar-sha-
rpermore

¬.-
per-morepermore- real..

"WhenWhen" you thinkthmk about it ,"

remarked
'

one native delegate ,
"lastlast" week natives in AlaskaAlaska-

owned

Alaska-

ownedowned 500,000500000, acres of land .

Next week they will own 4040-
million

40-
millionmillion . That'sThats' a big step ."

)


