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SPECIAL MESSAGE

MESSAGEBY
BYBY-

HARRY
BY-

HARRY
BY-

HARRYHARRY E CARTERCARTER-
EXECUTIVE

CARTER-
EXECUTIVEEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR , AFNAFN-

As

AFN-

AsAs theflipth sixthsixthannudlsixthannualannualannudl convenconven-conven-
tion

conven-
tion

¬-

tion of AFN drawsdrdws to a closeclose-
Itit seems proper that we pausePdUsePdUse-
for

pause-
forfor a minutemmute and give thanksthanks-
to

thanks-
toto all the people who havehave-
worked

have-
workedworked so hardhdrd to saveSdve andand-
preserve

and-
preservepreserve the rightsfights of AlaskanAlaskan-
Native

IdskanIdskan-
NallveNativeNallve people The officialofficial-
records

official-
recordsrecords bear witness to the in111-111in-in11-

1Jusllces

in-
justices

¬-

justicesJusllces .imposedimposedJmposimposedupon. dduponupon us anddnddnd-
the

and-
thethe resultingresultmg miserynllserY and depridepfl-depfldepn-depndepfl-
vallol1

depn-
valion

¬-

vationvallol1valion experiencedexpeflenced by so manymdny .

lirougliThrough jjnilyArtilyIIIIY of effortefforl andand-
comllion

and-
commoncomllioncommon- . .mumu. > n basicbdSIC purposes , we luvehdvehave

begun our journey Intotnto ia nevnewnew-
futurefuture . We '" have joined handhand-
in

!

in partnership and proudly acac-
cept

.

cept the responsibilityresponslblhty of trymtryingtrying-
to

)

to provideprovJJe( our future genera-
tions

.

lionstions a more meaningful placiplace
inm lifehfe . Our pathway has beerbeenbeen-
narrownarrow and tilledfilled withwllh stonesstones-
yet

,

yet we have continuedconllllued on ancandand-
have

anan-
havehave overcome obstacles"bstaclesbstacles" ancandand-
begun

and-
begunbegun artenalsarterials . We wish litoto-
preserve

tt-
preservepreserve our languagesIdnguages , our cuscus-cus-
loms

cus-
loins

-

loinsloms and our cultural heritagehefltdgehefltdge-
and

heritage-
andand be proudly recognizedrecogmzedrecogmzedasrecognizedarecognized-
people

aiasas-
people

a

people who care about our enen-enen-
vironment

en-
vironment

-

vironmcntvironment andandourour future genegene-gene-
rdtlons

gene-
rations

¬-

rationsrdtlons
rationsTherdtlonsThe

The settlementselliemenl of our LandLand-
CldlfllS

LanLan-
Claims

d
ClaimsCldlfllS is simplyll11ply the grantinggrdnlmg oof!

a paper 'titletitle' ' to10 thatIhal whichwlllch wewe-
i

we-
alreadyi already own andandaia payment ofof-
'money

of-
'money'moneymoney' ' to that whichwhichISis takentaken-
fromfrom us... Before us lieshes manymany-
olher

many-
otherotherolher problems inIII the protectionprotectIOn-
of

protectio-
neofofourour human rightsfights . The rightnght

I of landlandownerslllPlandownershipownershipownerslllP must be prepre-pre-
served

pre-
served

¬-

served for our children'schildrens' chil-chilchd-chdchil-
dcn

chd-
den

chil-
den

-

dcnden throughout the future andand-
thethe( lie money belongs to all ourour-
peoplepeople for all time . LetLeI us concon-con-
tmue

con-
tinue

¬-

tinuetmue to join handshdnds and wiselywlsclywlscly-
pro

wisely-
protectprotectpro tect the small token we havehave-
gamedgainedgamed ! Historylhstory tells us thatthat-
greedy

that-
greedygreedy people will try to10 taketake-
our

take-
ourour belongingsbelongmgs from us . TheThe-
dISgU1se

The-
disguisesdisguisesdISgU1se of friendshipfnendshlp , assisassls-asslsassls-
lance

assis-assis ¬-

" tancelance , cooperation , and politicalpohllcdlpohllcdl-

comnlllfnents
political-

commitmentscommitmentscomnlllfnents must be unveiledunveiled-
dnd

unveiled-
andanddnddndourandourour own people educated to

assume the responsible functionsfunctions-
of1>off management and trust..

Each village and each RegionRegIOnI-

Sis faced with the awesome propro-¬-
blemproblemof planning and formulaformula-formula-
ting

¬.-

e:etting management
capabilities:;: t andotdevelopdevelop-develop-

ment t F. :
¬-

mentt capabilitiesI ee-
t

ewwithoutw o duplidupli-dupli-
cating

¬-

catingcallng efforts and unnecessarilyunnecessarily-
wasting

unnecessarily-
wastingwasting money through compecompe-compe-
tition

¬.-
titionIttion . There will be continuingeonllnulllgeonllnulllg-
attempts

continuing-
attemptsattempts to divide us and therethere-there-
by

¬.-
by conjure us bybyelimlllationbyeliminationeliminationelimlllation ofof-
our

of-
ourour funds and forcingforclllg the salesale-

of
sale-

ofof our remainingremaming lands andandremoremoremo-remo-
val

¬.-
val of human rightsflghls I sincerelyslllcereyslllcerey-
hope

sincerely-
hope

]

hope thatthdt our Alaska NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople will not be caught inin-
tills

in-
thusthistillsthus greed and the fightfight forfor-
personal

for-
personalpersonal gamgdmgain at the expenseexpense-
of

expense-
ofof future generations .

The AlaskaAldska Federation ofof-
Natives

of-
NativesNatives , Inc . is your organizaorgalllza-orgalllzaorganiza-orgalllza-
tlon

organiza-
tion

¬-

tiontlon and controlled entirelyenllrely byby-
edch

by-
eacheachedch and every Alaskan NativeNatIV-
ethrough

Native-
throughthrough your elected represenrepresen-represen-
tdtlves

represen-
tatives

¬-

tativestdtlves on a villagevilldge and RegionalRegionalb-

dSIS
Regional-

basisbasisbdSIS. CommunicationsCommullicaltons andand-
good

and-
goodgood publicpubhc relationsrelallOns has beenbeen-
poor

been-
poorpoor because we have not hadhad-
adejuale

had-
adequateadequateade\jualeadejuale\ money orororslafforstaff"

staffslaff , howhow-how-
ever

how-
ever

¬-

ever , every effort is being mademade-
to

made-
toto solve this problem . We askask-
for

ask-
forfor your continuedcontmued patiencepaltence andand-
understanding

and-
understandingunderstanding aslis we continuecontmuecontmue-
to

continue-
toto serve you .

The AFN is currentlycurrentlyopercurrentlyoperaoperaoperopera-operaopera-

ting
¬.-

tingtmg ten programsprogr dms through grantsgrants-
and

grants-
andand contracts from State oror-
Federal

or-
FederalFederalFederalagenciesagencies These moniesmOlliesmOllies-
pay

monies-
paypay for the administrativeadnlllllstrahve costscoslscosls-
of

costs-

ofof AFN only as relates to thethe-

staff

the-

staffstaffstaffandand offices inm Alaska The

money used for fightingfightmg thethe-
Nallve

the-
NativeNativeNallve land rights has been borbor-bor-
rowed

¬.-

rowed and used for the expenexpen-expen-
ses

expen-
ses

¬-

ses of the AFN Board of DirecDuecDirec-Direc-
tors

¬.-
tors and the lobbying efforts inIIIII-
IJune.aJ

in-
JuneauJuneauJune.aJJuneaJ. and Washington , DCD C .

Our staffstaffandand thetine special comcom-com-
mittees

com-
mittees

¬-

JfDuectorsofDirectorsmittees of the AFN Board qfJfof<
DirectorsDuectors have worked diligentlydlhgentlydlhgently-
to

diligently-
toto carrycarryoutout functional programs
forprogramsforthe benefit of Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-
tives

¬.-

tivestlVes We have met with adviadvl ¬'.
sory firms inm business and fifi-fifi-
nanle

fi-
nance

¬-

nancenanl-enanle- and developeddevelopedworkmgdevelopedworkingworkingworkmgworkmg-
relatlonslnps

working-
relationshipsrelationshipsrelatlonslnps with State and FeFe-FeFe-
deral

Fe-
deral

¬-

deral agencies and have helpedhelped-
toto gamgain responsible positions forbrbr-
our

for-
ourour people .

In additionaddlhon to the many oror-oror-
ganizational

¬.-
ganizationalgamzal10nal and managementmanagement-
problems

Management-
problemsproblemsrealthreatfacingfJcmg us is thetherealjealrealrealreal-
threalthreatthreal of discontinueddiscontinuedservcesdiscontinuedservicesservicesservcesservcesp-

rrYVIded
services-

provided
)

providedprrYVIded now by publicpubhc funds .

IfIfwewe are suddenly expected toto-
provide

to-
provideprovide for our own health ,

educationeducallon or other socialsoc131soc131andsocialandandand-
economic

and-
economiceconomic needs , our fundsfunds-
would

funds-
wouldwould be exhaustedexhdusted and wewe-
would

we-
wouldwould be forced to sell ourour-
lands

our-
landslands andandendend up in greatergreater-
misery

greater-
miserymisery and poverty than nownow-
eXists

now-
existsexists ItItISis therefore mandamanda-manda-
tory

¬.-
tory that we protect our inteinte-inte-
rests

¬.-
rests inIII current programs byby-
becomlllg

by-
becomingbecomingbecomlllg politicallypohhcally influentialinfluential-
and

influential-
andand carrying out a strong lobbylobby-lobby-
Ing

lobby-
ing

¬-

ing effort in our State and NaNa-NaNa-
honal

Na-
tional

¬-

tionalhonal Capitols . I am certaincertamcertam-
that

certain-
thatthat allallourour people will underunder-under-
stand

under-
stand

¬-

stand the necessity ofofremainingremainingremaining-
ullited

remaining-
unitedunitedullitedulliteddndunitedandanddnd jointly carryingcarrymg outout-
Stdtewl

out-
StatewideStatewideStdtewl e functions


