
Conflicting Date Plagues Meeting-MeetingMeetingA-

laska

MeeMeetingA-

laska
ing-ingingA-

lmka
-

'\ AlaskaAlmka Center for Northern Education Meet Goes Anyway
Back around the beginningbegbeginning-

of
IOn 109109-

ofof November ,. UA ProfessorProfessor-
Frank

Professor-
FrankFrank Darnell called AFN exeexe-exe-
cutive

¬.-

cutiveCUllve director Harry Carter in10-10in-in10-

qUlrlng
in-

quiring
¬-

quiringqUlrlng about a good date forferfer-
the

for-
thethe first meetingmeetmg of the PolicyPolicy-
and

Policy-
andand EvaluationEvaludtlon CouncilCouncilofof thethe-
new

the-
new

(he
new UniversityUmverslty of AlaskaAldska CenlerCenterCenter-
fofN

Center-
for'NorthernfoffofNfor'NorthernforNorthern'Northernrthern EducationEducallonEducation-

"How
Educallon-

"How
Education-

"How"HowHow" about the ninth ,
" DarDar-Dar-

nell
¬.-

nell asked .

"WellWell" Frank ," Carter replied ,

"We'veWeve" ' got a ChantaoleChanta61eChantaEle TrustTrust-
meellng

Trust-
meetingmeetingmeellng andamI an AFNA FN boardbOdrdbOdrd-

meet
board-

meetingmeetingmeet 109 anddnd the bill "
"II" mean the ninth of DecemDecem-Decem-

her
¬.-

berher ,
" Darnell replied .

"OhOh"
, there'stheres' nothingnOlhll1g on ourour-

cdlendar
our-

calendarcalendarcdlendar foYfotfor December ,
" CarlerCarterCarter-

replied
Carter-

repliedreplied "I'llIllTII" ' be lookinglook 109 forwardforwdrdforwdrd-
to

forward-
toloto seeingseemg you there "

Well
, justJu t as nobody expectedexpected-

thethe House-SenateHouseSenatelIouse.SenatelIouseSenate-. ConferenceConference-
Committee

Conference-
CommitteeCommittee was stillstdl in10 its finalfmalfmal-
stages

final-
stagesstages ( or not so final stages )

of deliberationdelibeldtlOn when DecemberDecember-
9th

December-
9th9th rolled aroundaround-

AFN
around-

AFN
around-

AFNAFN Board Members werewere-
tied

were-
tiedtied up m10in WashingtondslungtonW and AFNAFN-
executIVe

AFN-
executiveexecutive directorduector Harry CarterCMterCMter-
was

Carter-
waswas tiedtiedupup planningplannmg how toto-
reconvene

to-
reconvenereconvene thetire AFN Board aa-

week
a-

weekweek laterlatetlate . .

However , if AFN participaparllclpaparticipa-participa-
tion

¬.-

tiontlon was scarceSCdrce , a whole raftraftofofof-
olher

of-
otherotherolher native people-mpeoplempeople-InIn- educaeduca-educa-
lion

educa-
tion

¬-

tionlion , literaturehterature , and government ,.

showed up for the first meetingmeeting-
toto plan the directionduectlon of the UniUmUnr-UnrUnr-
versuy

¬.-
versityversltyversuy of AlaskaAldl'kaAldlka' Center for Nor ¬.

thernthem EducationEducdtlunEducation-
The

Educdtlun-
The

Education-
TheThe Center ,. which was for ¬.

med #| hisIIISh
is past year by thethe UnilImUni-Uni-

versity

¬.-

versityverslty of AlaskaAldska ,. is designed asas-

a

as-

aa program development and rere-rere-

earch
re-

search
¬-

searchearch<; center for problems in101-
0public

in-
publicpublic educationeducallon inmto AlaskaAlaska-

One
Alaska-

One
Alaska-

OneOne mayormejorm Jor focus of the centercenterI-
Sis on the bilingualblllOgual communitycommunity-
"Iaska

community-
AlaskaMaska"IaskaIaskaAlaska" variedvaned , multilingual culcuicul-culcul-
tural

¬.-
tural groups It is designed as aa-

resource
a-

resourceresource centercenter-acentera- a place toto-
which

to-
whichwhich villages or native groupsgroups-
Jan

groups-
anJan: an turn for ideas , technicaltechmcaltechmcal-

JXpertlse
technical-

xpertisexpertiseJXpertlse-: , or a place where thetheythey-
pan

;)
oanpanan seruisefidsend theirtheu own people toto-
Nork

to-
workworkNork on specific problems whilewhile-
qavlOg

while-
savingaavmgqavlOgsaving access to the resourcesresource-
sf

resources-
ifif>)f the UniversityUmverslty . .

EducationEducallon has historicallyhlstonchistorically-
been

llylly-

beenbeen one of the primarypnmary foci ofof-
nallve

of-
nativenativenallve politicalpohtlcal activityaCllvlty and in10-10in-in1-
0terest

in-
terest

¬-

terest.. DuringDunng the conventionconvention-
which

convention-
whichwhich formed the AlasCanAlasKan FedFed-Fed-
eration

Fed-
eration

¬-

eration of Natives m10in 1966 eduedu-edu-
callonal

edu-
cational

¬-

cationalcallonal problems were a priopno-pnoprio-pno-
nty

prio-
rity

-¬

ritynty concern for all delegatesdelegates-
Only

delegates-
OnlyOnly the urgency of clarifyingclanfymgclanfymg-
land

clarifying-
landland rightsnghts put them temporatempora-tempora-
lly

¬.-
rilynlylly in10 thette, background .

For the openingopenmg meetingmeet 109 ofof-
the

of-
thethe Policy and Evaluation CounCoun-Coun-
cil

Coun-
cil

¬-

cil of the Center for NorthernNorthern-
Education

Northern-
EducationEducation , representatives werewere-
mVlted

were-
invitedinvitedmVlted from all regions of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives , asas-

well
as-

wellwell as from pertinentpertment governgovern-govern-
ment

¬.-
ment offices , schools , and agen ¬.

ciesClesrtes ;:

AFN turnout , due to thethe-
focus

the-
focusfocus on Washington , was poor .

However , discussion was intenseintense-
onon the direction a NorthernNorthern-
Studies

Northern-
StudiesStudies Center should take inin-
trymg

in-
tryingtryingtrymg to aid educational propro-pror-
ess

pror-
em

-¬

cess:; ressrem in Alaska .

Already , with Ford Founda.¬'
tiondontiongrants-grantsgrants'grants-' itstillinill ,in the future ,

thele CenlerCenter has undertaken seveseve-seve-

ral
¬.-

ral projects .
Last Fall , University and comcom-com-

mumty
com-

munity
¬-

munitymumty school board represenrepresen-represen-
tatives

¬.-
tativestallves , under the auspices of thethe-
Center

the-
CenterCenter , traveled to BarroBarrow for aa-

School
a-

SchoolSchool BoardBOdrdBOdrdonentallonBoardorientationorientationonentallon session .

There lheythey discussdldiscussedusse\iussei\ schoolschoo-
lboarJ

school-
boardi'liboarJboarJutlesboardi'liboardili'duliesutlesuties , , and,, problemproblems : mm Fiu-FiuFiu-
cedures

propro-pro-
cedures

-.-

cedures .

At the present timelime , theCethe CenCen-Cen-
ter

.-

ter is developingdevelopmg a nativenallve studistudiesstudies-
curnculum

studies-
curriculumcurriculumcurnculum for students alat MlMtMMt-

Edgecumbe

tt-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe USHti S A thirdthlr-dthlrd- propro-pro-
tect

¬.-

ject-jecttect-tectjectthetectthe- the AllakaketAlIdkJket LearningLe.llmngLellmng. CenCen-Cen-

ter

¬.-

lerter is presently under construcconstruc-construc-
tion

¬.-

tionlion as an "alternativealternative"dlternallvedlternallve" educationeducation-
idea

'

idea inm that villagevillage-
With

village-
With

village-
withWith the aimamIarm of helpinghelpmg lototo-

upgrade
to-

upgradeupgrade punlicpuohcpublic education in10 Ala-AlaAldA6Ala-
ska

A6-
ski

-'
skaski , the Center is seekingseekmg FordFord-
Foundation

Ford-
FoundationFoundation fundingfundmg for its propro-pro-
grams

¬.-

gramsgums AlAtAI present , a small traveltrdveltrdvel-
grant

travel-
grantgrant and the "loaningloaning"loanloan"

109
" of perper-per-

sonnel

¬.-

sonnel from other branchesbrdnches fillsfills-

the

fills-

thethe gap .

What areas should a NorthernNorthern-
Education

Northern-
EducationEducation Center researchresedrch ?

DuringDUling past months , the CenCen-Cen-

ter

Cen-

ter

¬-

ter has developed manymdny propopropo-propo-

sals

¬.-

salssalsAmong
Among these are developdevelop-develop-

ment

¬.-

ment of means for local educa ¬.

tiontlOn control , trainingtrammg local popo-po-
licy

¬.-

licy makers , developingdevelopmg approappro-appro-
priate

appro-
priate

¬-

priate curriculacurncula , teacher traintramtrain-train-
ing

¬.-

ingIIIg , specific "nativenative"nallvenallve" studies " curcur-cur-
ticula

¬.-

riculaIlwlaticula ,. researchresearchintointomto special eduedu-edu-
cation

¬.-

cationcallan and a host ofofothersothersothers-
Bilingual

others-
BIlingual

others-
BilingualBilingual languageIdngudge curriculacUrricula-

.are

curricula-
areiire.areare. a specialspecldl concern to Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
ndllve

Alaska's-
native

'

nativendllve people
___ At the policypolicy-

meetmg
policy-

meetingmeetingmeetmg last weekweek , members sawsaw-
aa film on the bilingual programproramproproram-
at

;; ramram-
atalat Akiachuk-aAkiachukaAklachuk-aAklachukAktachuk-aAktachuk- program whichwhich-
begllls

which-
beginsbeginsbegllls teachingteach 109 Eskimo childrenchildren-
inm10in Eskimo duringdunng theirtheu primarypllmarypllmary-
gradesusmg

primary-
gradesusinggrades-usinggradesusinggrades-usmgusmg- English as a secondsecond-
language

second-
languagelanguage .

Though the program is thethe-
most

the-
mostmost comprehensive inm Alaska ,

it is not the first..

Harvard'sHarvards' William Demmert ,

a TlingitTllnglt from Klawock , instimstiinsti-insti-
tuted

¬.-
tuted a grades one through eighteight-
bllmgual

eight-
bilingualbilingualbllmgual program in10 KlawockKlawock-
when

Klawock-
whenwhen he was principalpllncipal of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool there . One of the earliestearhestearhest-
comprehensive

earliest-
comprehensivecomprehensive programs , it isIS-

sllll
is-

stillstillsllll in existenceexistence-
The

eXIstence-
The

existence-
TheThe meetingmeet ng that drew BillBill-

Demmert
Bill-

DemmertDemmert from Harvard , wherewhere-
he

where-
hehe is head of their AmericanAmencanAmencan-
Indl3n

American-
IndianIndianIndl3n EducationEducallon Program andand-
Joseph

and-
JosephJoseph Senungetuk from SanSan-

FrancIsco

San-

FranciscoFrancisco shows the widespreadwidespread-
areas

widespread-
areasareas Alaskan nativesnallves have gonegone-
mto

gone-
intointomto .

Although the educators therethere-
may

there-
maymay have been aware of propro-pro-
blems

pro-
blems

¬-

blems , some of the presentapresenta-presentat-
IOns

presenta-
tions

¬-

tions given showed how severesevere-
the

severe-
thethe gaps are inm Alaska'sAlaskas' publicpublic-
elucallon

public-
educationeducationelucallon, system .,

Edna MacLean , a gulgirlgirl fromfrom-
Barrow

from-
BarrowBarrow withwth; a M.AMA. . in educationeducation-
from

education-
from,'fromfrom' Berkeley cited statisticsstatistics-
toloto show the need for the nativenallvenallve-
educa

native-
educationeducationeduca tion program she is devedeve-deve-
loping

¬.-
lopinglopmg forfo Mt .. EdgecumbeEdgecombe ..

In a questionnaire filled outout-
by

out-
byby students , less than seven perper-
cent

per-
centcent could correctly describe thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives .

RurAL CAP , an organizationorganiz8tiol1organiz8tiol1-
which

organization-
whichwhich runs programprograms! in nearly

all their villages i , was Jjst; Jstist asas-

ague

as-

aguevague\agueague\% ague to these nativenallve high schoo51.hoo51hoost.hoo-st.hoost.hoo-

lers

.. ¬.-

lers .

The program that Mrs. Mac-MacMac-
Lean

Mac-
Lean

-.
Lean is developingdevelopmg alongalongwIthwithwIth-

lJA

with-
UAUAlJA professor JudiJudl Kleinfeld andand-
rhnglt

and-
TlingitTlingitrhnglt Frank Berry is designeddesigned-
notnot110\110110nly\ imlyonly\> nly to close these serioussenoussenous-
gaps

serious-
gapsgaps , but to "increaseincrease"lIIcreaselIIcrease" theirtheu pridepndepnde-
In

pride-
inin beingbe109 a nativendtlve ,

,"" Edna told thethe-
group

the-
groupgroup .

In AllakaketAlldkaket , the Center forfor-

Northern

for-

NorthernNorthern EducationEducallon is takingtakmg aa-

completely
a-

completelycompletely different directionduecllon .

HerelIere , the villagevilldge is developingdevelopmg aa-

Commulllty
a-

CommunityCommunityCommulllty Learninglearn 109 CenterCenter-
Two

Center-
Two

Center-
TwoTwo village teachers designeddesigned-

the
designed-

thethe( he grant for what will becomebecome-
aa placepldce for "generatinggenerating"generatmggeneratmg" newnew-
Ideds

new-
ideasideasIdeds andandusesauses-ausesa"- space availavail-avail-
dble

avail-
able

¬-

abledble for crafts and projects , cen-cencen-
ler

cen-
ter

-.
lerter for village creativitycredtlvlty inm aa-
vtll

a-
villagevillagevtll ge where housinghousmg rpace-rpacerpaceispace.lspacelsspace-isspaceis-. is atat-
a

at-
aja premium . VillageVllldge participationpartlclpallonpartlclpallon-
In

participation-
inin all aspects of decision makingmaklllgmaklllgI-

S

making-
isis at the core of the programprogram-

Next
program-

Next
program-

NextNext year , as the CenterLenter gearsgears-
IOta

gears-
intointoIOta full operationoperallon , it will propro-pro-
bably

¬.-
bably move intomto many of thesethese-
different

these-
differentdifferent directions , accordingaccordlllg toto-
Dllector

to-
DirectorDirectorDllector ( UA Department of EdEd-EdEd-

ucallon

Ed-

ucation

¬-

ucationucallon head ) Frank Darnell..
The aspect which couldcouldmdkecouldmakemakemdkemdke-

this
make-

thisthis research center differentdifferent-
from

different-
fromfrom previous ones is the searchsearch-
for

search-
forfor nativenallve participation , sayssays-
Darnell

says-
DarnellDarnell The UniversityIJmverstyUmvershy,

: hopeshopes-
the

hopes-
thethe Center will develop to coor ¬.

dinatedmdte and centralize educationeducatIOn-

research

education-

researchresearch programs in111 AlaskaAldska ItIt-
will

It-
willwill draw funds and grants fromfrom-
State

from-
StateState Operated Schools , boroughbOlOughbOlOugh-
school

borough-
schoolschool systems , the BureauBure au ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs , etc . to carry outout-
research

out-
researchresearch programs withinwlthm a strucstruc-struc-
ture

struc-
ture

¬-

ture thatthdt encouragesencourodges nativenallve parpar-par-
IIclpatlOn

par-
ticipation

¬-

ticipationIIclpatlOn .

So far , it is justlust beginningbegmmng .


