
BLM Sees New Role After Claims Settlement
Thefilefloe pendingpendmg nativendllve claimscldll1lScldll1l-

Sleglslallon
claims-

legislationlegislationleglslallon , regardless olofofItofitsitsIt finalflndlflndl-
provIsions

final-
provisionsprovisions places the Bureau ot01of01-
Land

of-
LandLand ManagementMdndgement in ad newnow rulerorulerule-
in

ee-
Inin managingmdndglng Alaska'sAlaskasAldska\AldskaAldskapubhc'\ publicpubhcpubhc-
Idnds

public-
landslandsIdnds The bureau'sbureausbureau\bureaubureaufirst'\ first prioPriO-PriO-
rity

prio-
rity

¬-

rity in AlaskaAlaskd will be to transfertransfer-
Idnds

transfer-
landslandsIdnds selectedIectedorselectedor, Iected or claimedcldlmed to inIn-InIn-
dlVldudl

in-
dividual

¬-

dividualdlVldudl nativesndllve or groups asas-
rapidly

as-
rapidlyrapidly asdS possiblepossible-

Much
possible-

Much
possible-

MuchMuch workworf(" has alreadyalreddy beenbeen-
done

been-
donedone by BLMHIM to try to gelget add-

head
a-

headheadheadstartstart butbu t much more rere-rere-

nUms
re-

mains
¬-

mainsnUmsmainsBLMnUmsBLM
BLM has signedsignedanandn agreementagreement-

with
agreement-

withwith B1ABlABIA whichwhichoutlmeswhichoutlinesoutlinesoutlmes someornesome-
of

, orne-
ofof the jointJomt andandsepdrateandseparateseparatesepdrate resres-res-
ponslbilltle

res-resres-
ponsibilities

¬-

ponsibilitiesponslbilltle , of the 2 agencies
UnderagenciesUnderthistlm agreementdgreement , BLMHIMBLM-

will
HIM-

willwill provide informationmformatlon for add-

BIA
a-

BIABIA directeddlrccted publicpubhc informationmformdtlonmformdtlon-
progrdm

information-
programprogramprogrdm Therhefhe bureauburedu willwilldlsowillalsoalsodlsodlso-
hdve

also-
havehavehdve representativesreprescntdtlveS on trave'mgtravemgtrdve'lngtrdvelngtrdve'lng-
tedms

trave'mg-
teams

'

teamstedms formed to describedeS.nbedeSnbe(. thethe-
proVISIons

the-
provisionsprovisions of thetile finalfmdlleglsldtlonfmdlleglsldtlon-
to

legislationlegislation-
toto nativendllve villagesvilldges andandotherother concon-concon-
cerned

¬.-

cerned groupsgroups-
BLM

groups-
BLM

groups-
BLMBLM hopes to assist BIA inmm-

creating
in-

creatingcreating trainingtramlng courses for naJla-Jlana-na¬-

tivestlves Therhefhe traineestramees could then bebe-
hired

be-
hiredhired by BLM to help with thetiletile-
work

the-
workwork thattlldt must be done bclorebeforebefore-
patents

before-
patentspatents canCdn be givengiven-

BLM
given-

BLM
given-

BLMBLMBLMwillwill also give informamforma-mformainforma-mforma-
lion

informa-
tion

¬-

tionlion , where it exists , fromfront itsliSliS-
records

its-
recordsrecords on land status and thethe-
resources

the-
resourcesresources arounddround the villages soso-

nallves
so-

nativesnativesnallves can makemdke informedmformed dede-
clSlons

de-

cisionscisionsclSlons on whatwhdt lands to selectselect-
In

select-
In

select-
InIn its long history of issuingISSUin-

gpdtenh
issuing-

patentspatentspdtenh to privatepnvate persons , thethe-
federdl

the-
federalfederalfederdl government has hadhdd toto-
estabhsh

to-
establishproceduresTheseestablishestabhshestabhshcertdmestablishcertaincertaincertdm proceduresprocedure
These arearc designed to insuremsure thatthdtthdt-
the

that-
thethe patenteepdlentee has good titleIItleIItle-

wlllch
title-

whichwinchwlllchwhichwlllchwillwillwillnotnot be attackedattackedmattackedinattacked-
future

inmin-
futurefuture yearsyedlsyears-

Before
yedls-

Before
years-

BeforeBefore landsIdnds are patented toto-
the

to-
thethe nativendllve villagcsvllidgeSNvillagesy!.,,a basic deterdeter-
mmdtlon

deter-
murationminationmmdtlonmuration whichwluchwluchnustwhichnustnuslnust be mademadeI-

Sis whether theretllere aredre anyan} validvalid-
cldlm

valid-
claimsclaimscldlm, whichwluch must be honoredhonored-
first

honored-
firstfirst SomeSonia of these claimscldlnls areare-
already

are-

alreadyalready shownsllown on the officialofflcldlofflcldl-
publtc

official-
publicpublicpubltc landIdndIdndrecordslandrecordsrecords Others maymay-
Involve

may-
involveinvolve settlers who have notnot-
r

not-
recordedrecordedr corded theirthen claimsclanos ,, or therethere-
may

there-
maymay be miningmlnmg claimsCldUOS whichwhicharearedre

not recorded with BLMBLM-

Such
BLM-

Such
BLM-

SuchSuch landsIdnds are not availableavailable-
far

available-
forforfar selection by the villages ToroCoro-
find

Co-
findfind all of these and tell thethe-
vilidges

the-
villagesvillagesvilidges which landsIdnds can be selecselel-selelselec-selel-
ted

selec-
ted

¬-

ted , BLM must examine the landIdndIdnd-
on

land-
onon the groundground-

To
ground-

To
ground-

ToTo look at up to10 2S252 towntown-town-
ships

town-
ships

¬-

ships withdrawn aroundarounddboutaroundaboutaboutdbout
200 villagesvilidges is ad big joblobJobandand willwill-
tdke

will-
taketaketdke time and people ThisThis-
phase

This-
phasepliasephase will probably lake severalseverdlseverdl-
years

several-
yearsyears to complete , 'afterafter' fter thethe-
vanous

the-
variousvariousvanous selections aredre mademade-

Once
made-

Once
made-

OnceOnce the land to be transtrans-trans-
ferred

trans-
ferred

¬-

ferred to individualsmdlvlduals is definitelydefimtelydefimtely-
Identified

definitely-
identifiedidentified .tt,. t must be surveyedsurveyed-
by

surveyed-
byby BLM This will involve bothboth-
tile

both-
thethetile survey of the boundarybounddry ofof-
the

of-
thethe largeIdrge villagevilidge selectionsselecllons anddnddnd-
tile

and-
thethetile smaller individualmJlVldualinJrvidual claimsclaims-

ItIt will alsodlso be necessarynecessdry toto-
survey

to-
surveysurvey the villages-villagesvillagevillagesthemselves- themselvesthemselves-
toto identify the lotslot which thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage deeded to individualsIndlvldudlsIndlvldudls-
Plans

individuals-
PlansPlans will then be prepared fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe fieldfieldreportsreports , andanduponupon apap-apap-
proval

¬.-

provalprovdl by WashingtonWashmgton , the landland-
office

land-
officeoffice can prepare the patents

DependingDependmg on availableaV8Ildble manman-
power

man-
powerpower , it may take 10-151015- yearsyears-
or

years-
oror more to survey most of thethe-
sclectlons

the-
selectionsselectionssclectlons This timelime , coupledcoupled-
wllh

coupled-
withwithwllh the necessary "examineexamine"examexam"examine-
time

" meme-

tImetime ,
" indicatesmdlcates that the lastlast-

pdtent
last-

patentpatentpdtent may not be issued forfQt

20 yea-syeasyea"syeas-" or more after thethe-
IcglsldtlOn

the-
legislationlegislationIcglsldtlOn is passed In viewview-
of

view-
ofof these problems , BLM andand-
BlA

and-
BIABIABlA will jointly determine priorpnorpnor-
Itles

prior-
stiesitiesItlessties andandIdenllfyandidentifyidentifyIdenllfy areas thatthdt , forfor-
one

for-
oneone reason or another , shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe examineder.amlllederamllled. andandsurveyedsurveyedsurveyedaheadaheadahead-
of

ahead-
ofofofothersothers

othersBLM
BLM has also been involvedmvolvedmvolvedI-

II

involved-
ininIII gatheringgdthenng asdS much inIIImformamforma-
tron

formaforma-
tlonliontlontron as possible Thefhe bureaubureduburedu-
hds

bureau-
hashashds createdcreateda ad file for eacheddleachvillagevillagevilldgevilldge-
rhe

village-
fheTherhefhe file containscontam, landIdnd officeoffice-
status

office-
statusstatus platspldts , maps showing thethe-
appropndte

the-
appropriateappropriateappropndte location of the withwith-
drawals

with-
drawalsdrawals accordingaccordmg to the tentermsterms-
of

terms-
ofof existingeXI tmg legislationleglsldtlOn , and cocomcom-
putdtlom

com-
pulalions

:

putalionsputdtlompulalions on the acreagedcredge in111 eachedlhedlh-
township

each-
townshiptownship and the numbernum ler ofof-
acres

of-
acresacres not availableavalldble for selectionselection-
because

selection-
becausebecause of existing rightsnghts SuchSuch-
data

Such-
datadata gathering is continuingcontlnumg


