
-
.

THE LAND-TheLANDThe-- viliagtvillage ' is very poor , but the native people In ItIt-
have

it-
havehave great love lorfor the'the' land on which theirtheor village has beenbeen-
bUilt

been-
builtbUilt This IS what ththe claims fightlight hidhad beerbeen waged for . The

AFN thinks the fightlight has bbeen more than needed so the nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople willwlllhvelive a better lifehfe fifi-

UA
from here on and ontointo the futurefuture-

UA
future-

UA
.

-UAUA- MUSEUM PHOTOGRAPH

CLAIMScsoc-

msomsoMM

MMMMS BILLMLL SAILS THROUGHROUGNROUGNL-

egislation
.

\* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Legislation iniin CongressCongresslCongresslHouse*: HouseHouse,, 307 - 16 $; SenateSenate,, Unanimous

By THOMASnlOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

WashingtonWashmgton CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

Correspondent-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.CDC. . ( DecDec-Dec-
ember

Dec-
ember

¬-

ember I4)-TheI4)I4The4)The14)-The14)14] 4)-4)4)- The AlaskaAldska NativeNative-
Land

Native-
LandLand Claims BillBillreceIvedreceived finalfinal-
approval

final-
approvalapproval from the House andand-
Senate

and-
SenateSenate today and was forwarforwar-forwar-
ded

¬.-
ded to the President for hishIS-

sIgnature
his-

signaturesignature .
The House approved the billbIll-

at
bill-

atat about 3:30330: p.mpm. . with a votevote-
of

vote-
ofof 307 to 16 . One hour later ,
on a pointpomt ofoforderorder by SenatorSenator-
Mike

Senator-
MikeMike Mansfield ( D-MontanaDMontana- ) ,

the Senate voted unammoiunammousunanimousunammous-
conrent

unanimous-
consentconsentconrent..

Forty million acres of landland-
m

land-
ininm simple fee title , $465465$ millionmIllion-
InmIn federalfederalappropnaltonsfederalappropriationsappropriationsappropnaltons and
$500500$ million in mineralmmeral royaltyroyalty-
areare providedprovidedinin the legislation .

The timingtimmg for the passagepassage-
of

passage-
ofof the bill this year was criticalcnltcalcnltcal-
Senator

critical-
SenatorSenator Mansfield moved to adad-adad-
Journ

ad-
journ

¬-

journ this year'syears' Senate at noonnoon-
Wednesday

noon-
WednesdayWednesday . The report of thethe-
JOInt

the-
jointjoint conference committee onon-
the

on-
thethe land bill had been votedvoted-
mto

voted-
intointomto printpnnt late Monday evening .

The vote for final passagepassage-
was

passage-
waswas almost anti-climacticanticlimacticanti.climactlcanticlimactlc-. . LittleLittle-
oppositIOn

Little-
oppositionopposition was voiced on thethe-
noor

the-
floorfloornoor where discussion seemedseemed-
limited

seemed-
limitedlimited to praise and recognirecogni-recogni-
tion

recogni-
tion

¬-

tion for individualmdlvtdual Senators andand-
Congressmen

and-
CongressmenCongressmen who worked onon-
the

on-
thethe legislation .

Less than one half dozendozen-
Alaskan

dozen-
AlaskanAlaskan Natives were present inmm-
the

in-
thethe galleries to witness the finalfinal-
passage

final-
passagepassage . Two members of thethe-
conference

the-
conferenceconference committeecommlltee did notenote-
certalll

note-
certaincertaincertalll misgivings .

.
Senator Henry JacksonJdckson , ChairChair-Chair-

mdn
Chair-

man
¬-

manmdn of the Senate lIIjllenor} enornor ComCom-Com-
nlltlee

Com-
mittee

¬-

mitteenlltlee was disappointeddisappointedininm the
40 million acre figure . Smaller ,
but more valuable , land selec-selecselec-

Continued

selec-
contlnu.o

-

( Continuedcontlnu.ocontlnuo. on PagePay. 6)6)



Bill Sails through . . .
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tionshons would have been moremore-
deSllable

more-
desirabledesirabledeSllable , he saidsatd.

The Chairman was also disapdlsapdisap-disap-
pointed

.-

pointedpomted in losinglosmg a battle inm thethe-
conference

the-
conferenceconference committee for comcom-com-
petitive

¬.-
petitivepelilive leasingleasmg of land in Alaska .

He also lost on provisions whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould have established statestate-state-
wide

¬.-

wide , urban and nationalnallonalnallonalcorpornationalcorporcorporcorpor-corpor-
ations

¬.-

ationsatlOns for managementmandgement ofofsettlesettlesettle-settle-
ment

settle-
ment

¬-

ment proceeds .

The only member of the concon-con-

ference

¬.-

ference committee who refusedrefused-

1oto101o sign the conference commitcommit-commit-
tee

¬.-

tee report was RepresentativeRepresentallveRepresentallve-
John

Representative-
JohnJohn Saylor (R-PennaRPenna- ) . SaylorSaylor-
had

Saylor-
hadhad previously attempted toto-
block

to-
blockblock progress of the ConfeConfe-Confe-
rence

¬.-

rence CommitteeCommittee-anCommitteean- an attemptattempt-
thwarted

attempt-
thwartedthwarted by Chairman WayneWayne-

spmall

Wayne-

AspinallAspmall\spmallspmallAspinall.\ ;

At oneone.pointonepoint. pointpomt during the concon-con-
ference

¬.-

ference ., RepresentativeRepresentallve SaylorSaylor-
was

Saylor-
waswas the one member necessarynecessary-

toto constitute a quorum . StepStep-Step-

ping

¬.-

pingpmg outside the committeecommittee-
room

committee-
roomroom he asked CongressmanCongressma-
nAspl

Congressman-
AspinallAspmallAspinallAspl
.

all to call the quorum .

"II" can'tcant' hear you ,;"' respondedresponded-
Aspmall

responded-
AspinallAspmallAspinall .

When Saylor stepped backbac-
kI

back-

insideinsideIslde to repeat his request , thethe-
Chairman

the-
ChairmanChairman said ,

"II" call the quorum .. You are-
the

areare-
thethe quorum ."

The question of whether thethe-
provIsIons

the-
provisionsprovisions of the bill are acceptaccept-accept-
able

¬.-

able to the Alaska FederationFederallonFederation-
ofofCItet

Natives:tet isS :expected:eIJc: entoentoth
to bebe-

decideddecidedCI thisII-
S

week when thatththat-

bodybody convenes on Thursday toto-
review

to-
reviewreview the bill..

The legislation provides nearnear-near-
ly

-¬.

lyIy everythingeverythlg theIhe AFN soughtsought-
when

sought-
whenwhen it first brought its claimclaim-

before

claim-

beforebefore Congress-40Congress40- million ac-acac-
fes

ac-
les

ac-
tes

-

feslestes in fee ,, $500500S500$ million in approapprpappro-appro-
priations

¬.- ,

priationspri tions , the twoIwo per cent overover-over-
riding

'.-
riding royalty .

In a statement to the presspress-
today

press-
todaytoday , AFN President DonDon-
Wright

Don-
WrightWright praised the members ofof-
Congress

of-
CongressCongress who worked on thethe-
billbut

the-
billbutbill-butbillbutbillbutbill--but-*- - left the-thethequestion-' question ofof-
acceptance

of-
acceptanceacceptance by natives open .

There are provisionsrovisions in the bill

which had earlier bibeen viewed asas-

undesirable

as-

undesirableundesirable . The delegationdelegallon toto-
the

to-
thethe conventionconven lion will decide whewhe-whe-
ther

whe-
ther

¬-

ther these drawbacks constituteconslltuteconslltute-
grounds

constitute-
groundsgrounds on which to request aa-

preslden
a-

presidentialpresidentialpreslden IIdl vetpveto .

Some of the most significantsignificant-
provIsions

significant-
provisionsprovisions likely to(00( be quesques-ques-
tioned

¬.-

tionedlIoned by natives includemclude thethe-

following

the-

followingfollowing
- A 13th corporation inm addiaddladdi-addi-
tion

-¬'
tiontlon to the 12 regionalreglOnaregiona ! corporacorpora-corpora-
lions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tionslions is established at the discrediscre-discre-
tion

discre-
tion

¬-

tion of nativesnahves livinglivmglivmgoutsidelivingoutsideoutsideoutside-
Alaska

outside-
AlaskaAlaska . This could thinthm outautaut-
village

out-
villagevillage rolls and selectionsselecllons
- Land selection must be concon-con-

tiguous

¬.-

tiguousIIguous to villages and limitedlimited-

toto withinwlthm 25 townshiptownshipwithwithwith-with-
drawals

with-
drawals

¬-

drawals surroundingsurroundl g villages . NoNo-
free

No-
freefree floating selections are auau-auau-
'honzed

au-
thorized

¬-

thorized'honzedhonzed' with the exceptionexcepllon ofof-
two

of-
twotwo million acres hardship cases .

- Reservations , with the excepexcep-excep-

tion

¬.-

tion of Metlakatla , will not havehave-

the

have-

thethe optionopllon of retainingretainl g theirtheir-

land

their-

landland . They will participate inin-
selecllons

in-
selectionsselectionsselecllons underund r the same for-forfor-
mula

forfor-for-
mula

¬-

mula as otherothet villages .

- There is no provision forfor-

subsistence

for-

subsistencesubsistence rightslights outside of the
40 million acres of land selectedselected-
by

selected-
byby natives .

-.Control.Control- .
natives.Control

of revenues fromfrom-
corporate

from-
corporatecorporate investments is moremore-
decentralllCd

more-
decentralizeddecentralizeddecentralllCd than desireddeslled byby-
the

by-
thethe AFN . Regional corporationscorporacorporations-
are

lionslions-
areare required to pass on 50 perper-
cent

per-
centcent of their profits to villagevillage-
corporations

villag-
ecorporationscorporations .

- Villagers willwillnotnot be grantedgranted-
mineral

granted-
mineralmineral rightslights in Naval PetroPetro-Petrol-
eum

Petrol-
eum

-¬

leum Reserve NoNo.4No4,. 4 and in wildwild-wild-

life

wild-

life

¬-

life refuges .
'

With those exceptionsex eptions thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN was largely successfulsucc ssful duduodu-duduo-

ring
du-

ring

¬-

ring its lobbyinglobbymglobbyingeffortsefforts . In aa-

sense
a-

sensesenseparticipantsinnatives were participantspartici antsants-
inin the conference committee .

Senator Mike Gravel maintainedmaintalmaintained-
a

eded-
aa continuing flow of informationinfonllationinfonllation-

to

information-

toto 'tho"AFNthoAFN'' thetheAFN.",AFN ',
throughout thethethe-

meeting

the-

meetingmeeting . The AFN wasws, able toto-
evaluate

to-
evaluateevaluate the proceedingsproceedmgs andand-
make

and-
makemake its position known to thethe-
conferees

the-
confereesconferees..


