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It{ Statewide Group Head Says Bill is Good

goodJIllgoodbill"II" tthinkink it'sits' a pretty good
billJIll! ," AFN president Don WrightWnghtWnght-
commented

Wright-
commentedcommentedcommentedonon the Alaska NaNa-NaNa-
lIve

Na-
tive

¬-

tivelIve Land Claims Bill on thethe-
onening

the-
openingopeningonening dayddY of theIhe reconvenedleconvenedleconvened-
sixth

reconvened-
sixthsixth annual AFN convention .

The conventionconvenCion , which or/oror-
gmally

oror-
gmally

or-
ginally

//FairbanysongmallyginallytTheconvened in FairbanksFairbanysFairbants
"onon"on October 9 , recessed threeIhreeIhree-
days

three-
daysdays later till a bill would

erjiergeeJ)1ergeeJ1ergeerperge) from .thethe. House-SenateHouseSenateHouseSenate-
Conference

HouseSenate-
Conference

--
Conference Committee .

Last week that bill became aa-

reality
a-

realityreality .

"TheThe" basic requirementsrequirelrequiree .entsents. ofof-
the

of-
thethehopedforhonedforbill are not what we hopedhopedhoned
for , but it will do a good jobJob-
for

job-
forfor the people if the peoplepeople-
handle

people-
handlehandle it okay , " WrightWnght said .
'. He lawsaw no question about

-
the AFJ4AFNAFN,

,
conventionconvenCion approvingapprovin-

gititit.. "TheyThey"'" will, " he said .

In the coming year WrightWright-
foresaw

Wright-
foresawforesaw an everevcr; expanding rolerole-
for

.tt.for the Alaska Federation 66f6f-
Nallves

6f-
Natives

(
-

NativesNallves .

During the next twelvetwelve-
months

twelve-
monthsmonths , he said , an active AFNAFN-
board

AFN-
boardboard will hold monthlymontaymont : y mee-meemee-
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-
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tingslings in many areas of Alaskalaska ..'
"II" thinkthlllk the AFNAPN will concon-con-

tinue

¬.-

tinueI1l\ueI1lue\ tptito.> grow stronger , econo-econoecunoecono-
njitfally

-.

njitfallyrtiidalyI\1II1I\' ally and politicallypulitlcally , as a serser-ser-
vice

¬.-

vice OrganisationOrganizationrgallllatlUn on a statewidestatewlstatewide-
basis

ee-

basIsbasis forfur assistingaSSlslmg andandmitlatlllgandInitiatinginitiatingmitlatlllgmitlatlllg-
statewl

Initiating-
statewidestatewidestatewl e programs ," liehe saidsaid-

Focus
said-

Focus
said-

FocusFocus for AFN efforts thistlmtlm-

yedr

this-
yearyearyedr will be in111 Juneau where thethe-
Aldska

the-
AlaskaAlaskaAldska StaleSIdleState Legislature mustmmtmuttmmt-
pass

mutt-
passpass laws , to "implementimplement" anilJIIIIandJIII-
Idovetail

and-
dovetaildovetail into11110 the Measuresr'leasurerleasure' ,

,""
WrightWraght saidsal

The first acualjobsaclual| jobs inIOlmpleimpleimple-impleimplerimple-
mcnting

¬.-
IrI-

mentlllgmentingmentlllgmcnting the laritilandklll'd'clakllldcla' '-claims
c-
laims' clairusl1ls legislaleglsla-leglslalegisla-leglsla-

qpn
legisla-

tion

¬-

tionqpn for the AFN will be devisingdevlsmgdevising-
methodJL. methodmolhomethodofof conductingconductlllg a rollroll-

Jn
roll-

andandJn compiling plans for landland-
.electionselection.electlunelectlun.electionelection.. TWo years are propro-propro-

vl

pro-
vided

¬-

videdvl ed by the bill for compilingcompiling-
J

compiling-
aaJ complete list of AlaskaAldska nativesnallves .

"DecisionsDecisions" on mergers bebe-bebe-

Iween
be-

tween
¬-

tweenIween regions , and whichwhichonesones ,

mustmintmu ,( be made withinwltilln one year ,
,""

Wright commentedwmmentedr.ornmenledrornmenled. .

AlreadyAlreddy severalseverdl regions areare-

tllkmg

are-

talking.likinglikingtllkmgtalking( ., about mergers AmongAmong-
tlie

Among-
thethetlie primeprune candidatescdndlddtes for mermer-mer-

ger

¬.-

ger seememtoto be the TananaTandnd ChiefsClllrfsClllrfs-
lIId

Chiefs-

andandlIId, Copper River Region , whichwhich-
hlve

which-
havehavehlve, been talkinglalkmg about comcom-corn-corn-com-
bllllll

corn-
boning

¬-

biningboningbllllll for somesume tuneIIn\eIInehole\ .

AllAllofof the regions , WrightWright-
belIeves

Wright-
believesbelieves are fairlyfdlrlyfdlrlywellfairlywellwell organizedorgamzedorgamzed-
thuugh

organized-
thoughthoughthuugh sonibsom\somsorn'esornesommust'\)' must go throughthrough-
somesome""lielie" formalitiesfornlJlltles . As AFN presipresl-preslpresi-presl-
dl'nt

presi-
dent

¬-

dentdl'ntdlnt' , WrightWraght intendsIIltends to spendspendl-

1Io

spend-
mostmostl1Io t of the next year inan AnAn-AnAn-

rhorage

¬.-

choragelhnrdgcrhorage , Juneau , anddnd periodipenodl-penodlperiodi--penodl-
c.llI

periodi-
cally

¬-

callyc.llIcllI. } inIII WashingtondshlllglonW , workingwJrklllg( onon-

nl1plcmentdllon

on-

implementationimplementationnl1plcmentdllon of the bill andand-

provllLng

and-

provid.ngprovul.ngprovulngprovllLngprovid.ngprovidng. for a continuitycuntlllUity pro-propro-

gram

pro-

grant

-.

gramgr.llngrllngrant.

gram"Thegr.lln"Thegrant"The"TheThe" entirecnllre Alaska delegationdelegdllondelegdllonl-
IId

delegation-
andandlIId, GovernorGovernur EganEgdn all deservedeserve-
Ircmendous

deserve-
tremendoustremendousIrcmendous credit for theirtheir-
open

their-
openopen , fair-mindedfairmindedfdlt-mandedfdltmandedfdltmandedapprodchfairmindedapproach- approachapprodch toto-
tillS

to-
thisthistillS issue anddnd I want to10 tianktlanktranktlank-
them

trank-
them

!:

them ,.," Wright added .

"TheThe" leadershipledder >llIp of theIhe UnitedUmtedUmted-
Slates

United-
StatesStalesSlatesStates Congress that stoodstuud firmfirm-firm-
ly

¬.-
lyIy behindbehllld theIhe natives andami thethe-
ledders

the-
leadersleadersledders fromfrum your villagesvIIlJges whowho-
Idbored

who-
laboredlaboredIdbored long and hardIwd did thethe-
best

the-
bestbest they could ,.

" heIre told thethe-
Jsscmblcd

the-
assembledassembledJsscmblcdJsscmblcdnattveassemblednativenativenattve representativesrepresentallvesrepresentallves-
eMlaer

representatives-
earlierearliereMlaer There were tremendoustremenduustremenduus-
pressures

tremendous-
pressurespressures onun them All of theIheIhe-

VICWS

the-

viewsviewsVICWS ofofJIIofallallJII of thesethee, people areare-
'IImmJrlzed

are-
summarizedsummarized'IImmJrlzedIImmJrlzedsummarizedin' in tinstillSthis one docudocu-docu-
ment

¬.-
ment "

Throughout the conventionconventIOn-
Wraght

Convention-
WrightWrightWraght received dozensolens pf perper-per-
soital

¬.-

sonalsoital, 'nalnal' congratulationscongratuldllons from AFNAFN-
mcmbers

AFN-
membersmembersmcmbers anddnd observers


