
aga of the sealsealb-
y\ by John F . PingayakPInlayakPingayak-

It'SBpnng

Pingayak-

It'sIt'sItsIt'SBpnngItSBpnng'' pnngprang season againgam and man'smans' heart travels toto-

the
to-

thethe Besear Sometimes it'sits'' a beauty of one- 'son- esone- 'son- esone- 'son- es' own desire ,.

other ninesesas it'sits'' the most horrifying dangerous adventure-
But

adventure-
But

adventure
But all the same , the man goes out to the sea to look forfor-

seal
for-

sealseal and birds to feed his familyfamily-

The
family-

The
family-

TheThe sealseat in coastal villages istS an important mammal .

Most all parts of the sealsealareare used.. The skin is usedused-
for

used-
forfor mukluksmukluksoror other clothing . The blubber is used byby-

dipping
by-

dippingdipping dried fishfishoror other different types of food in it .

Without it the daily diet is19 not nghtright or even foreign..,

the oil of the seal is a necessity to an Eskimo andandnono oneone-

can
one-

cancan take it away-
The

away-
The

awayaway-
TheThe meat is richnch inm dietary mineralsmmerals . Eskimos cookcook-

the
cook-

thethe meat along with its blood., also with seal oil . Most ofof-

the
of-

thethe time it is boiled . OhOhl! It makmakess hungry lack'slacksJack'sJacks' mouthmouth-
water

mouth-
waterwaterrater . Other parts of the seal'sseals' organs are eaten cookedcooked-
and

cooked-
andand ththe& liver is the delicacydeJcacy! to some elders of everyevery-
village

every-
villagevillage in Alaska .

Seal hunting seasonsBason usually starts around the middle-
part

middle-
part

middle
part of February until all the sea ice is gone . BeforeBefore-
going

Before-
goinggoing, one must prepare for it. One must haveheve a kayak , or-

boat
or-

boat
or

boat;; paddles ; ice pickpickmotor;; motor and gas ; guns and ammuni-
tion

ammimuammuni-ammuniammuni-

tion
--

tion;;: tent ; tools for small motor repair;:; harpoon;; food forfor-
oneself

for-
oneselfoneself;: axe and shovel;;: extra rope . In preparing andend goinggoing-

out
going-

outout to hunt it would cost aboutebout $$5050 - $$100100 . But., if oneone-
buys

one-
buysbuys new equipment it would rangePan&!' from $$100100 - $$2,000-
to

$2.0002.0002000$2,000.,

to hunthunt-
See

.
(SeeSe-eSee- SEAL,, Page Four )
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e Seal hunting saga
(Continued from Page One )

It'sIts'' been a long-timelongtime- tra-
dition

tra-
dition

tratra-¬-

dition for men to hunt sealsseals-
in

seals-
inin these coastal areasareaa . Som-

tIme
Some-

time
SomeSom-SomSome-&-¬-

time the men face tragediestragedies-
oror close calls . Sometimes thethe-
sea

the-
seasea is a pleasant atmosphereatmosphere-
toto be in-thatinthat- is hwen thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather is calm andend clear onon-

every
on-

everyevery part of the horizon .

Experiences in goodgoodweatherweatherweather-
are

weather-
areare mostly remembered in thethe-

hearts
the-

heartshearts of men . They tell ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir good experiences toto-

every
to-

everyevery man they talk to or eveneven-
exchange

even-
exchangeexchange stories that haunthaunt-
them

haunt-
themthem in which the weatherweather-
condition

weather-
conditioncondition displayeddisplayedaboutabout thethe-

same
the-

samesame during each expechtion-
or

expedition-
or

expeditionexpechtion
or activity . Sometimes thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweather may change suddenlysuddenly-
and

suddenly-
andand men experience frighten-
ing

frightenfrighten-frighten-
ing

-¬-
ing experiences . For example ,

three of us were waiting forfor-

seals
for-

sealsseals on 2 feet of solid Ice-

in
iceice-

inin late March . The windwindwaswaswas-
blowing

was-
blowingblowing 4O40 miles an hourhour-
from

hour-
fromfrom the southwest with-
blowing

with-
blowing

with
blowing snow . OccasionallyOccasionally-
thethe snow flurish would resultresult-
in

result-
inin the high wind . We hadhad-
gotten

had-
gottengotten four seals just byby-

shooting
by-

shootingshooting them away from thethe-

ice
the-

iceice ., and thetha deaddeadsealssealssealswouldwouldwould-
move

would-
movemove toward the solid IceIce-

against
ice-

againstagainst the wind and this waswas-
the

was-
thethe result of the strong curcur--cur-
rents

cur-
rents

¬

rents .

We would pick the seals-
up

seals-
up

seals
up by grabbing their arms ,

but one of the seals wentwent-
under

went-
underunder thetha ice because we

didn'tdidnt' pick it up the rightright-
way

right-
wayway . Our boat waswaa close toto-

the
to-

thethe edge of the solid ice . Thera-
were

ThereTheraThere-
werewere swellsswelIa ,. and occasionallyoccasionally-
thethe solid ice would breakbreak-
up

break-
upup andend move out rapidly toto-

the
to-

thethe Bering Sea . One of thethe-
swells

the-
swellsswells broke loose our boatboat-
along

boat-
alongalong with our seals BO80so II-
jumped

I-

jumpedjumped to the ice where ourour-
boat

our-
boatboat and the seals were . MyMy-

cousin
My-

cousincousin WUliaoydidWilliBn'didWilliBndidWilliam-didWilliamdid)'- the samesame-
and

same-
andandandourour Uncle Louis was leftlleft-
on

ftft-

onon the solid ice . As we werewere-
being

were-
beingbeing drift away Louis gavesavegave-
his

save-
rushisrus advice ""DoDo"Donotnot panicpanic-
Do

panic-panic.-...
Do Not PanicPajiic ! " His adviceadvice-
was

advice-
wsswaswss cleai-cleaiclealclearcleaias'- as a written wordswords-
In

words-
minm front of mebut, .still.tilltill I waswa-
sbreathless

wa-
sbreathlessbreathless and was numbnumb-
all

numb-
allall over . I1 was shaking aa-

httle
a-

littlelittlehttle . As soon asaa our sealsseals-
were

seals-
werewere in the boat I triedtried-
paddling

tried-
paddlingpaddling toward the solid Ice-

but
Ice-

but
ice

but the wind blow us the opop-

posite
op-opop-

posite
-¬-

posite directionchrection .

OurOuroutboardoutboardoutboardmotormotor hadhad-
one

had-
oneone spark plug workingworkingandandand-
the

and-
thethe otherothar waswaa dead. I took tha-

spark
thethathe-

sparkspark plug offoffandand then pouredpoured-
gasoline

poured-
gasolinegasoline into the cylinder .

Then put the spark plug inin-

again
in-

againagain and tried to start itit-

manually
it-

manuallymanually and it almost started .

I did the same process againagain-
and

again-
andand it finallyrmally started.. TheThe-
solid

The-
solidsolid ice waswaa about 200 feetfeet-
away

feet-
awayaway andend wewa were going toto-

the
to-

thethe open sea.. The motor finall-
ystarted

finall-
ystarted

fmallyfinally
started taking us to solid Ice-

slowly
Ice-

slowly
ice

slowly . It'sIts' one spark plugplug-
saved

plug-
savedsaved us from going out to the

open sea and I know thatthat-

there
that-

therethere would have been bigbig-

waves
big-

waveswaves a little way out fromfrom-

where
from-

wherewhere we were .

As soon as we docked-
to

dockqddocked,
to the ice we went up toto-

land
to-

landland and went home . ThisThis-

experience
This-

experienceexperience really scared meme-

but
me-

butbut has not stopped me fromfrom-
going

from-
goinggoing out to sea ., The need forfor-

the
for-

thethe seal drowns out the dan-
gers

dan-
gers

dandan-¬-
gers . The seal is the onlyonly-

.meat

only-

meat
..-
meat

m- eatmeat we can afford in ,tJ,1-
sday

thistJ,1stJ1st4ist4is-
dayday of inflation . We cafr'tcafrtcatt'tcatttcsnx'tcsnxtcsnx'-
tafford

'

afford to pay $$10.0010.001000. a Iblb .

f:! anYthanYthlS: lS "for meat from. the store . SomeSome-
meatmeat from the store is $$18.0018.001800$18.00-
to

$18.00-
to

.

to $$20.0020.002000. for 2 to 3 Ibalbs .

Inflation is so high here wewe-

can't
we-

can'tcan'tcant' evenBVen complain , there isis-

nothing
is-

nothingnothingnothingwewe can do.. EveryEvery-
thing

Every-
thingthing compared to AnchorageAnchorage-
Isis 2 to 3 times higher pricedpriced-
out

priced-
outout in thesethesa villages .

We , the Alaskan NativesNatives-
of

Natives-
ofof Alaska , have been strug-
gling

strug-
gling

strugstrug-¬-
gling endand learning to live eacheach-
day

each-
dayday as it comes . We havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen having hardhsips worseworse-
than

worse-
thenthanthen other races because ofof-

these
of-

thesethese harsh environmentsnvironments .

Our fofore-fathersforefathers-fathars have starvedstarved-
toto death,, and today our child-
ren

childchild-child-
ren

-¬-

ren are hungry because ofof-

these
of-

thesethese high prices . We do notnot-

know
not-

knowknow what luxury ma8J1l-
lbut

meansma8J1llmeans-
butbut we know what survivalsurvival-
isis . We do not make our ownown-
rules

own-
rulesrules but people outside fromfrnfrom-
our

no-
urour lives make them for us .

They telltellusus what to dodo-

from
do-

fromfrom their cozy chairs whilewhile-
we

while-
wewe struggle to survive . WeWe-
have

We-
havehave survived the hardesthardest-
ofofofallall lives and we will sur-
vive

sursur--sur-
vive

¬-

vive for many generationsgenerations-
toto10 come . Let us make our ownown-

regulatif
own-

regulatitnsregulatifregulationsregulatifnsregulatitns>ns because we cancan-
only

can-
onlyonly helphelD ourselves .


