
Editorial -

AAVCPVCP ', Convention'-
s

convention
.'ss\' rremarkablemarkable event happened last week in10 the YupikYupik-

ss\villageIlIdgillage olof Alakanuk ., on the Yukon River delta . Leaders ofof-

llIa
of-

sillage\\llIallIavillagesillage (councilsounc s ,. corporations andaDd municipalitiesmuruclpahtles met toto-

talk
to-

tdlktalktdlk aboutdhout theirthetr wnconcernserns about offshore oil011 developmentdevelopment-
Inin .v.estvestwesternrn Alaska coastacoasta-
possible

coastalcoastalwaterswaters They also dIscusseddIscussed-
pO"lhlc

discussed-
possiblepossiblepO"lhlcpOlhlcpO"lhlccreatIOn" creation of home rule borough governmentsgovernments-
Inin ththe AssociationA"OclatlonAOclatlon" of Village Council Presidents <(# AAVCPVCP )

.and.ndnd ( ahstadl"tddltdalista" ReRegionRegion-

Ithough

Region-

lthough

lonlo-

nIt\\\ItIt\lthoughlthough\IthoughIthoughhough the delegatesdelegdtes to the special AAVCPYCP conven-
tion

conven-
tion

convenconven-¬-

tiontionl're\were\\l'rel'relre\' YupikYuplk !:tskimosEskimossklmos . the issues which were raIsed-
drt

raisedraised-
arearedrt' rndttmatters" which concern Native people inm villagesvillage-
sthmu1hout

village-
sthrounhoutthroughoutthmu1houtthrounhout! the statetate There is tremendous pressure to dede-

elop
de-

selop
de-de¬-

\velop\elopelopselopveloplaskaneloplaskJn\\laskanlaskan\laskJnlaskJnllaskan OCSDeSO'SOS( ' oiloJ! reserves , but littlehttle is known aboutabout-
the

about-
thlthethl ' impactlI11pdd ofofsuchsuchuch development upon the chosen hfe-

stvlcs
hfe-

tv
life-

sill
hfe-hfelife-life-

,sillstvlcssilllLStv IelLS, anddnd Itvlivelihoodhhood of Native peoplepeople-

IndiscriminatellllhscnmmateIndiscriminate OCS_ development ""inin10 the natIOnalnatIOna-
lmtne

national-
interestmtneinterest, !

.' could dedestroytroy the old ., nchrich cOdcoastaltal YuplkYupik cul-

ture
cul-

tures
cul-cul-

turetures' mernlhlosernight!, On the other hand , there IS a remoteremote-
possihllits

remote-
rO"lhtlltrO"lhtllt\rO"lhtlltrOlhtlltpossihllitsrO"lhtlltuch" \ ,suchuch dyelopmentdyelopmentdevelopment mdYmay create a beneficIal locallocal-
ecominty

loca-
leconrneconrnecomintyecomintywhich() .v.hllhvhllhwhich mdmay co-eXJstcoeXJstco-existexist- along side the ""subsistencesubsistence '
.,.ultureulture""tureture andandeconomandeconomyeconomeconomyeconomy-

Such'Suchulh pressurepreure,, on the cOdcoastal<;! al YupikYuplk people ,. who havehave-
been

have-
heenbeenheen Ieleileft! It largelyIdrgely undisturbedund.turhedundturhed. inm the enjoyment of theirtheir-
1J

their-
litestsIc1JlitestvlelitestsIc! , t\ttIe\ Ie for thousandsthouand, of generations , pointedlypomtedly raISes-

uch
raisesraises-

Such,suchuch quecuestionsquestions| tl ()", asdS ""DoesDoes one way of life have to die soso-
lhdt

so-
thatthatlhdt .another.mothermother mayma\mamahve\ hvelivelive1live1-

There

'

ThThereThrere Iis' an element of cynical fatalism in10 some circir-
les

clr-
d

clr-clrcir-cir¬-

dclesles, aboutahout OOC( S<; development Increasingly , we see thethe-
attitude

the-
dttltudeattitudedttltude takenta"entaen" that offshore oil011 development - much likehkelike-

thethe trans-AlatransAlatrans-AIajskatransAIajskar - ka oil1 pipelinee - is inevitablen a ee-

a

Native villagesvillages-
must

: : thJkfacttafa :must, fauface: thaVfact and make; the best of a bad: IVs
situationt ..v.cvcwe dreare toldtold-

HoweverHowever ,. Iifitf we are to believe that citizens possess thethe-

n'ht
the-

rightrightn'htnht!' to haveh.lvehlve. a voice in matters which directly affect theirtheir-
cho

their-
chosenchochosenen .wayv.ayvay of livingIIvmg , we must ignore the fatalism . NatIve-
pcoplc

NativeNative-
peoplepeoplepcoplc ,. and their villages ,. have faced great challenges 10-

the
in10in-

thethe pastPdt, and have survived to perpetuate the thread of theirtheir-
cultures

their-
lulturecultureslulture over thousands of yearsyears-

The

years-

TheThe wayWdY we see it . after listening to the views of vd-

lage
vilvil-

lage
vd-vdvil-vil¬-

lage leaders at the Alakanuk convention , two thingsthmgs mustmust-
happen

must-
happenhappen in111to order for villagesvtllages to successfully face the OCSOCS-
ch.lllenge

OCS-
challengechallengech.lllengechlllenge.
challengeFirst

Firsthrst of all ., the villages need time to consider how toto-

deal
to-

dedidealdedidealwith"withIth the threat to their livelihoodhvellhood and culture . ThIS-

med
ThisThis-

meansmedmeans", that final OCS sale decisions for offshore Oil011 leasesleases-
near

leases-
nedrnearnedr Native communitieswmmumtles should be put off until the end ofof-

Ih
of-

theIhthe ''ff'five-year'fivefiveyearve-vearvevear- OCSoes leasingleasmg schedule " It is unfair to askask-

village
ask-

vll.fgevillagevll.fgevllfge). people to make instant decisions andandinstantinstant recom-
mcnpatlons

recom-
mendations

recomrecom-¬-
mendationsmcnpatlons about mattersmatter.; whichwhichwtllwhichwillwillwtll have so great an inin-

fluence
in-

fluence
in-in¬-

fluence over the quality of lifehfe enjoyed by many futurefuture-
generations

future-
generationsgenerations of Native people That should be the fIrs-
tpnontj

firstfirst-

pnontyprioritypnontjpnonty
prioritySecondlypnontySecondly

Secondly , we have learned that Native tnbestribes can havehave-
an

have-
anan Ininfluencefluence over national policypohcy if they are unitedumted in per-
suading

per-
uadmg

perper-¬-,suadinguadmg decision-makersdecisionmakers- of the logiclokic of their arguments .

The OCS program affects all coastal NativeNatJve areas . OtherOtherr-
egIOns

Other-
regionsregions need to joinJom with AAVCPAVCPinYCP inm creating a coalition ofof-
coastal

of-
coastalcoastal Native communitiescommumhes to deal withwithoffshoreoffshore oiloil-

development
oil-

developmentdevelopment
developmentThe

The Alakanuk convention was a good beginning .

Given tune and organizationorganlZahon , we can adopt and execute aa-

plan
a-

planplan for which future generationsgeneration ! will thank us .


