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this
for-

thu " " letlet'' the authauth-

of

author know byby-

wntlnK

by-

writing
thisthu ,or, r a future "ABCsABCs"ABOABO articlearlIe/earlIee/ ,. please
wntlnKwriting him at thtthe Center for C.o-CulturalC.oCulturalC.oCoCulturalCross-CulturalCross. . -- Stud.esStudesStudies. , UnIverSItyUnIverSIty-

ofof Alaska4lasl.a4lasla4laska. ., Fairbanks ,. Alaska 997019970/99709970or/ or by callingcallzng ((907)4797185-

Once

(9071479-7185(907147990714797185(907)479-7185(907)479907479(90714797185-
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Once upon a tunetlInetime there was a young boy raisedraised-

m

raised-

ininm Southeast Alaska who was helped by hisIus father toto-

become

to-

becomebecome observant of the world around him . At a veryvery-
young

very-
youngyoung age he was asked by hisIus father to run aroundaround-

the
around-

thethe house every morning before breakfast . He wishedwished-
toto do as hisIus father requested ,. but behe was sleepy ;

andandsoso initiallylrutlally he didchd so in only a perfunctory manner . AtAt-

the
At-

thethe breakfast ttabletble?ble hisrus father would ask him a question-

such
question-

such
question

such as . ""WasWas the sky clear whenwben you ran around thE-

house
thtthEtht-

househouse7househouse ? '

Not having been sufficiently observant to answeranswer-

the
answer-

thethe questionsquestJOns correctly the first day ., he rememberedremembered-
toto looklookupup at the skyskywhenwhen he ran around the house thethe-

next
the-

nextnext day Every morningmorrung ,. however ,. hisIus father wouldwouldaskaskask-

aa different question ,. and every day the young boy learned1learnedlearned-
to 'to become more andandmoremore observant of what existed inin-

the
in-

thethe worldworldoutsideoutside the house ..

That particular manner of learning to observeobserve-

served
observe-

servedserved the young boy well ; he is now a grandfather ,. andand-
his

and-
hishis grandchildren now run around the house beforebefore-

breakfast
before-

breakfastbreakfast whenever they come to VISi-

tThis
visitvisit-

This
visit-

ThisThis same techniquetechruque may be.. appropriate for parentsparents-
and

parents-
andand teachers who willWIllsoonsoon be experiencing springspring-
breakup

spring-
breakupbreak-upbreakup- ,. the reaction of the environment to the change ofof-

seasons
of-

seasonsseasons Break-upBreakup- is an excitingeXC1tmg timetlme for students to oob-

serve
obob-¬-

serve those seasonal changes since the changes areare-

rapid
are-

rapidrapid and dramatic and can bebeobservedobservedobservedonon field trips ,. byby-

daily
by-

dallydailydally observations to and from school.,. or by merelymerely-
walking

merely-
walkingwalking around the house .

English ,. science ,. and arts students could organizeorgaruzeorganize-
journals

orgaruze-

JournalslournalsJournals for recording their individualind1vidualind1vidualorindividualoror team observa-

tions

observa-

tions

observaobserva-¬-

tions and exercising their writing skills with daily entries .

From those journals longer essays and stories could bebe-

developed
be-

developeddeveloped The types of observations , varying with thethe-

partIcular
the-

particularparticular interestmterest of the ststudentsttdentent or class discipline ,.

could range fromIrom climatic data ,. bird migrations ,. or apap-

pearances
ap-apap-

pearances
-¬-

pearances of the greeneryg13enery'! , to lighter parkas worn byby-

residents
by-

residentsresidents and the appearance of the first pair of break-upbreakupbreakup-
boots

breakup-
boots

-

bootsbootsThe
The first sightingsslghtmgs are always an interesting way forfor-

students
for-

studentsstudents to make a game ofofobservationobservation . The ""firstfirst""
mosquito ,. the first sightingslghtmg of a particular migratorymigratory-

bird
migratory-

blblbirdrd species and the first willow bud could be listedlisted;:; thethe-

categories
the-

rateRonesrategonesrateRonescategories may also be selected beforehand by the teacherteacher-
oror parent

parentInterrelationshipsparentInterrelatJOnslupsInterrelationshipsInterrelatJOnslups could also be studied;: for example ,.

the appearance of a particular foodfoodsourcesource prior to thethe-
ArriVal

the-

arrivalarrival of a specific migratorynngratory bird or animal , the sequencesequence-
ofof greeninggreemng of the tundra and willows ,. and the laterlater-
blossoming

later-
blossommgblossomingblossommg of the tundra plants ,. and so on .

The worldworldISis new every day to those who are oobob-

servant
ob-ob¬-

servant ofofItSits changes ;: possibly students andandchildrenchildren inin-

Your

in-

yourvouryour community can sharpen their latent powers ofof-

concentraUon
of-

concentrationconcentrationconcentraUon andandobservatJonandobservationobservationobservatJon with a little help from theirtheir-

teachers
their-

teachersteachers and parents .


