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Eskimo life in the Soviet UnionUni n -
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The

A

The fintfustfirst rrlentionmentionniention of EskEskimosnosEskimos-

in
nosI-

nIn Russia dates backbacl , to the mid-
dle

midndmid-¬.-
dledie of the 17th century . At thatthat-
tune

that-
tunetimetune , groups of travellers set outout-
for

out-
forforcountryInthe Far East of the country
In search ofofnewnew lands and newnew-
sources

new-
sourcessources for replenishing the-

revenues
the-

revenues
the

revenuesnuet of the state . In 16481648a1648a-
group

, a-

group
ta

group of cossacks headed by
SemyonbySemyonDezhnyev left thethe-

mouth
the-

mouthmouth of the Kolyma River onon-
sailing

on-
sailingsailing ships and , going aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe northeast extremity of Asia ,
camecarne out out from the ArcticArctic-
Ocean

Arctic-
OceanOcean into the Pacific . TheyThey-
made

They-
mademade one of ththfcthb greatest geogegeo-geo-
graphical

<>--¬

graplgraphicalcal discoveries ever - thatthat-

America
that-

AmericaAmerica was not connected withwith-

Asia
with-

AsiaAsia by land . "One"One of the resultsresults-

of
results-

ofof the expedition was the reportreport-
about

report-
aboutaboutinhabltmgtheunknown tnbestribes inhabitinginhabltmginhabiting-
the(thehe sea coast by "."thethe.the Big StoneStone-

Nose
Stone-

NoseNose ."" These people were Esk-
imos

Eski-

mos
EskiEski-¬-

mos..
In the course of the next twotwo-

and
two-

andand a halfhalfcentuneshalfcenturiescentunescenturies , EskEskimosEskimos-

and
nosnosa-

ndand their activitcsactmtt1actmtes merely seiservedserved-

as
served-

asas a source of gain for govgovern .

ment officals , andandonlyonly in So .'
viet tunes have radical changeschanges-

taken
changes-

taken""kenkentaken place in their liveshves .

At the end of the 1920's1920s' , andand-
the

and-
thethe beginningbegInrung of the 1930's1930s1930'519305' , thethe-

first
thef-

ll"stfirstfll"stfllst" schools and medical cen-

ten
cen-

ters
cencen-¬-

tersten were bubuiltt on the ChukotkaChukotka-
peninsula

Chukotka-
penmsulapeninsulapenmsula . In 1933-193419331934- , the eded-

ucation
ed-ed¬.-

ucation of EskimosEskunos inm theirthelltheir-

native
"

native language was started with-

the
wtthwithwtth-

thethe helphelpofof the firstfll"stfllst" EskimoEskimo-

language
Eskimo-

languagelanguage primer created in thethe-

USSR
the-

USSRUSSR . ThisTIus primer was wntten-
on

writtenwnttenwritten-

onon the basisbaStS of the LatinLatm al-

Amencan

al-

phabet
al-

phabet
al-al-

phabet , and for a long time , waswas-

also
was-

alsoalso used min the schools ofof-

Amenean
of-

AmericanAmencanAmeneanAmerican Eskimos livinghVlng on St .

Lawrence IslandIsland-

The

Island-

The

.

--TheThe New and the Traditional-

Most

Traditional-

Most

Traditional-Traditional-
Most EskimosEsktrnos inm the USSRUSSR-

there
USSR-

there(there are about 11,5001500,
,,500500 of themthem-

m
them-

ininm the USSR altogether ) livelive-

on
live-

onon Chukotka on the coast ofof-

the
of-

thethe Bering Strait.. In the modernmodern-

Eskimo
modern-

EslcimoEslcimoEskimo settlements of Novo-

Chaphno
Novo-NovoNovo-

Chaphno
--

Chaphno , SirenllelSireniki ., Lorino , Ue-

Jen

Ue-

len
Ue-Ue-

Jenlen and ProVIdence , the hutshuts-

covered
huts-

coveredcovered wtthwith skmsskins in wluchwhich thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos used to live havehave-

long
have-

long
'

long dISappeared and have beenbeen-

replacedreplaced by wooden houses . IfIf-

you
If-

youyou turn on the radio , you cancan-

listen
can-

listenlisten to the latest news broad .*
cast in the Eskimo language . TheThe-

local
The-

locallocal radio and TV center inmin-

Anadyr
.

Anadyryr broadcasts programs inmin-

thr
m-

thrthr ealanduageslanduages - Russian .,

ChuChukchi and Eskimo .

InInxheea preschool , firstfustfuelfustandfuelandanandand-

second
and-

second
< '

second grades , Eskimo childrencluldrenchildren-

learn
children-

their
cluldren-

leamleamlearn their nativenattve language frofromfrom-

aa new , colorful Eskimo primeprimerprimer-

written
primer-

written

,

written by Eskimo teachersteacher-
sLyudm

teachers-

LyudmilaLyudmLyudmilala''milmil AAinanBAinana' andJ "Vera Ana-
lhasak

Anal-

kvasak
Anal-Anal* ' -

hasakkvasak.k. ThTh-

Eskimos
There are many moremore-

Eskimos
more-

EslcimosEskimosEslcimos who can speak. RussRussianRussian-

than
Russian-

thanthan Russian-speakingRussianspeakingRussiaMpeakmgRussian-upeakmgupeakmg-- ChukchiChukclu ,
who livehve close to them . Teachers

explain thisthrs by the EskimosEslcunos '
greater receptivity Jo10 everythingeverything-
newnew .

Eskimos receive special train-

ing
traintmintrain-¬.-

ing not onlyomy in big cities (a cercer-

tain
cer-cer¬'-

tain quota of places for enroll-
ment

enrollenroll-¬.-
ment withoutwtthout competition isis-

maintained
is-

maintainedmaintainedmaintainedat at institutes andanduniuni-
versities

uni-
versiues

uniuni-¬-
versitiesversiues for representatives ofof-
northern

of-
northernnorthern ethnic minorities ) , butbut-
also

but-
alsoalso in their native ChukotkaChukotka-
atat the medical and teachers '
training schools in AnadyiAnadyr .

The citizens of the SoVIetSoVIe-
tNorth

Soviet-
NorthNorth , including EskEskimosnos , ;areare-
better

are-
betterbetter off thanthanaverageaverage workworkenworkersworken-
or

workers-
or

<

or office employees imin thethe-
USSR

the-
USSRUSSR . Due to the extra :moneymoney-
added

money-
addedadded to the wages by thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' earning , they are aboutabout-
three

about-
threethree times lhighergher than thethe-

country's
the-

country'scountry'scountrys' average . The systemsystem-

of
system-

ofof long annual leave (up to 122-

months
2-

monthsmonths ) , as well as fares to anyany-
part

any-
partpart of the country , paid byby-

the
by-

thethe statesUle once every three yyears ,
are privprivegesprivilegeseges and allowancesallowances-
aimed

allowances-
aimedaimed at compensating for thethe-

severe
the-

severesevere climatic condItions in 1hethe1he-

North
the-

NorthNorth andandsecuringsecuring pennanent-
cadres

permanentpennanentpermanent-
cadrescadres in the rapidly developingdevelopmgdeveloping-

regions
developmg-

regIOnsregions there .

thereUfetherelife

--UfeUfe-lifelifeLife from the SeaSea-

The

Sea-

The

Sea-Sea-
The lifehfe ofofmostmost EskimosEsktrnos I-

Straditionally
isis-

traditionallytraditionally connected with thethe-

sea

the-

seasea . In summer , when the shoresshores-

are
shores-

arearee free of ice , they hunt sealsseals-

and
seals-

andand white grampus,, while inmin-

September
m-

SeptemberSeptember ,. they switch to wal-

ruses
wal-walwal-

ruses
--

ruses in their nestmgnesting grounds InIn-

WInter

In-

winterwinter , they hunt seals on thethe-

shore
the-

shoreshore ice . Some Eskimos hunthunt-

furbeanng
hunt-

furbeanngfurbeanng animals-animalsanunals-anunalsanimalspolaranunalspolar-- - polar fox ,

fox and ermine .
In the hunting of sea animalsantrnals ,

kayaks have been replaced byby-

whaleboats
by-

whaleboatswhaleboats and seiners . ThoughThough-

Eskimos
Though-

EskimosEskimos go out to sea as sailorssailors-

and
sailors-

andand riflemennflemen the same as before ,.
many of them are now mechan-
tcdrivers

mechanmechan-mechanI-
cdrivers

-¬-
ic-driversicdriverstcdrivers-- , andandsomesome have be-

Eskimos

be-

come
be-

come
be-be-

come captamscaptains and captamcaptains$ '[tatesmates .

EskimosEskunos also work. at local inmin-

dustrial
in-in¬.-

dustrialdustna! enterprisesenterpnses - animal-

Lawrence

animal-

processing
animal-animalanimal-

processing
---

processing plants situated in thethe-

settlements
the-

settlementssettlements of ProVIdence andand-

Lawren
and-

LawrenceLawrenLawrenceLawrence.ee. . Some are radio ooper-

ators
oper-

ators
oper-oper[ -

ators , radio telegraphiststelegraplusts aimandand-

builders
and-

buildersbuilders as well .

Articles produced by EskiiEsJcunoEskimoEsJcuno-

and
Eskimo-

andand Chukchi bone carvers are onon-

dIsplay
on-

displaydisplay at museums in Moscow ,.

LeningradLenmgrad and other cities of thethe-

SOVIet

the-

SovietSoviet UnionUmon . With great artis-
Iv

artis-

tic
artISt-

IC
artis-artis--

Iv-IvtICIvtkill- skilltkill thfthe horbone carvcarversrs depictJ-- - -

scenesenes from the lifehfe of theirtheir-

people
their-

peoplepeople or generalseneral themes fromfrom-

contemporary
from-

contemporarycontemporary life . The'The' bone-carbonecar-- ¬.
vingvlng shop founded in the settle-

ment
settlesettle-¬-.

ment of Uelen in 1931 is stiDstill thethe-

main
the-

mainmain center for walrus bonebone-
carving

bone-
carvingcarving . A group ofofcarverscarvers fromfrom-

thin
from-

thisthis-thisthin'thisshop- shop won the .RepinR.epinPepin StateState-

Prize
State-

PrizePrize in 1976 . The ErgyronErgyron-

Dawn
Ergyron-

Dawn((DawnDawn ) Chukchi and EskimoEslcimoEskimo-

Dance
Eslcimo-

DanceDance Ensemble has had manymany-

successful
many-

successfulsuccessful tourstoun both aboutabout thethe-
SoVIet

the-

SovietSoviet Union and abroad .
The poetry of Eskimo poetpoet-

Zoya
poet-

ZoyaZoya NenlyumkinaNemyumkina , a joumaIist-
in

journalist-
in

journalistjoumaIist
in Anadyr , is published by thethe-
SOVIet

the-

SovietSoviet press and has appearedappeared-
m

appeared-
ininm the French magazine EuropeEurop-

eOld

Europ-

eOld

.---OldOld-Old and New-

Most

New-

Most

New-New-
Most Soviet Eskimo familiesfamilies-

are
families-

areare of one nationalitynationahty , !hough-
about

thoughhoughthough-
aboutabout 20 percent of the mar-
nages

marmar-marr-

iages
¬-

riagesnages are mixed . It often haphap--hap-
pens

¬.
pens that RussianRuss18n men fromfrom-

other
from-

otherother parts of the USSR marrymarry-
Native

marry-
Native""alivealiveNative women.. Children of ii-

lixed
suchsuch-

mixed
such-

mixedmixedlixed families choose their nana-

tionality
na-na.-

tionalitytionalitywhenwhen theyy reach thethe-

age

the-

ageage ofof1616 ({
>

of16There qLeLe
There are qq\lIteqlIteqmte\ a number ofof-

famines
of-

famlhesfamiliesfamlhesfamines on ChukotkaChukolka inm whichwhich-

the
which-

the

' ' '

the childrencluldren of hunters havehave-

chosen
have-

chosenchosen professions preVIously-

unknown
previouslypreviously-

unknownunknown inm these parts ForFor-

instance
For-

mstanceinstancemstance ,. both daughters ofof-

Ukshima
of-

UkslumaUkshimaUksluma ., a well-knownwellknownweU-knownweU-- crafts-

Modern

crafts-

woman
crafts-craftscrafts-

woman
--

woman , are uruversltyuniversity graduates .

One ISu a doctor and the otherother-

aa compucomputerter spectallstspecialist..

ModernModem culture - television ,
domestic electricelectnc appliancesapphances andand-
penodlcas

and-
periodicalspenodlcasperiodicalsperiodicals! - has become anan-

indispensable
an-

mdlSpensableindispensablemdlSpensable part of the lifehfe ofof-

many
of-

rrlanymanyrrlany Eskimo famfamiliesles . AlthoughAlthough-

outwardly
Although-

outwardlyoutwardlyEslmofamUiesthe lifehfe of EskimoEskimo-

families
Eslmo}(,familiesfamUies . has changed beyondbeyond-

recognition
beyond-

recogmtlonrecognitionrecogmtlon ,. the ancientanclcnt cultureculture-

of
culture-

ofof the people ---
hand

h-

and
isis carefullycarefuUy pre-

served
prepre-pre-

tt
-¬-

servedttttParents".. "-"Pare'htsParehts-ParentsParents'ParentsParentshand' ' hand down toto-

their
to-

thellthelltheir" cluldrenchildren the art of national-

dance
rtatlOnaInationalrtatlOnaI-

dancedance ., walrus bone carvmgcarvingrving andand-

Eskimo
and-

Eskimo
and-

noEskimono legends and tales . InIn-

the
In-

thethe village of Novo-ChaphnoNovoChaphnoNovo-ChaplinoChaplino--- ,.
MannaMarna SiguralikSlgurullleSigumlik , who teachesteaches-

Eskimo
teaches-

EskimoEskimo atal the local schoolschoolandandand-

IS

and-

isisISalso-also-also one of the authors of aa-

textbook
a-

textbooktextbook for the first gradegrade-

wntten
grade-

writtenwnttenwritten inm the EskimoEsktrno language ,.
has gatheredgatheredaa wonderfulwonderfulcolcol-

lecti9n
col-

lectipn
col-col-.-

lectipnlecti9n of tapes withwithrecordingst recordingsrecordings-

of
ot :of ""EskimoEskimo folkloreo . Many inhab-

itants
inhabinhab-¬-

itants of the vvillagelage , particularlyparticularly-
thethe grandmothers and grandfa-

thers
grandfagrandfa-¬.-

thers of her pupils , have helpedhelped-

Manna
helped-

MarinaMannaMarina inm her collectingcollectmg


