TELL OF SCHOOL NEEDS-Leaders of the
Fairbanks Native Association this week told
local officials and legislators of the press-
ing need for more high school education for
young Alaskans who live north of the Alaska
Range. The Native group proposes building
a 500-student dormitory in Fairbanks to
house Native and non-Native students who

live outside of Fairbanks; these students
would attend Fairbanks high schools. FNA
leaders pictured in this panel discussion are,
from left: Mrs. Mary Jane Fate, Jules Wright
(FNA president), Hugh Fate (moderator), and
Richard Frank. Not visible in picture was
panel member Ralph Perdue.

—Tundro Times Photograph

Assn. Seeks High School
Dormitory at Fairbanks

A reauest by the Fairbanks
Native Association for a dorm-
itory facility in Fairbanks for
out-of-Lown high school stu-
dents, Native and non-Native,
was heard by more than 100
people in a public meeting
‘Tuesday in Fairbanks.

The request was examined
thoroughly, inside and out.
The concept was applauded
by all speaking up during the
meeting. The five legislators
present agreed that something
should be done.  And the

Fairbanks Native Association
('NA) pointedly asked the
state board of education to
take over the responsibility
of the project with funding
from the legislature.

Two and a half hours of
talk produced no concrete
committment or promises from
anyone, including the legisia-
tors, Only committments made
were statements of support for
the idea.

Pointing to a section of Al-
aska’s  Constitation  which

charges the state with the re-
sponsibility to “‘establish and
maintain a system of public
schools open to all children
of the State,”” the FNA charg-
ed the state board of educa-
tion to “finalize a study as to
the number of children of
high school age that have not
been admitted o Bureau of In-
dian Affairs (BIA) schools but
who are qualified to enter
high school’’ and to “insure
that every school in the state,
regardless of its affiliation,
be made to conform ‘to state
education standards.”

To Senators Bartlett and
Gruening and Rep. Ralph
Rivers the FNA sent a plea
for them to seek BIA funding
for the dormitory and possible
expanded  school facilities
through the Johnson 0’Malley
Act and to participate in ex-
penses once the high school
is built.

FFNA asked Governor Wil-
liam Egan to promote and exe-
cute any program designed to
place the rural students of Al-
aska in areas where the edu- -
cation systems are on stan-
dardé comparable to larger
population centers in Alaska.
Alaskan  legislators  were

(Continued on Page 8)



Assn. Urges Dormitory....

: mtedly. asked to fund the
fac\hw “What could be more
sound, have as far reaching
and lasting effects ‘and help
80 *many  people as funding
this dormitory facility?" they
asked. -

To the North Star Bomuxh
Agsembly . and  School. Board
went the request that “both
bodies anticipate the propos-

. ed dormitory in the future plan-
ningfor schools and education
needs in the Fairbanks area.

The City of Fairbanks was
asked to submit land for the
purpose of constructing the

dorm. ’
Several methods of getting:

started on the dactual planning
and ~ work on the dormltory
were suggested. One way is
to get an appropriation from
the 1966 legislature for ac-
tual planning and design with
a bond issue to follow for the
construction costs.

Another suggestion was for
the legislature to- direct the
state board of education to
“pull all the facts together”
and. to initiate the dormitory’
idea. .  Cetting the “Alaska
State Housing Authority to
build the dorm, and rent-it to
the BIA and operated by the
Faitbanks school gystem was
also suggested. Still another
possible way of getting the
thing - started was.  private
foundation money.

“(Continyed from Page 1) .

One legislator | suggested
that a study be m‘pda by the
state board of education to de-
termine, all -the facts and then

dies,” Hugh Fatc.‘modemmr
of the meeting said, He was
backed up by FNA|president
Jules  Wright and Tanana
Chiefs Conf ident

more stu-

come- from the Kuskokwim or
Yukon watersheds and would
be eligible to cone to school
in Fairbanks,

Other "PNA ' membors: i the
panel  discussion were Mrs.
Mary Jane. Fate, Mrs. Dorothy
Perdue, Richard Frank, and
Mrs. Marge Wright.

Legislators present for the

ting were Senator John Bu-

(and former FNA ﬁms‘dent)
Ralph' Perdue in this. “No
more studies,” they both said.

There is no concise record
of students gcograph?cally lo-
cated who would come to Fair-
banks to high school if dormi-
tory facilities were available,
the Native leaders said.

Their group has not yet been
able to compile.an dccurate
list of young people who are
out of school now but who
would be in school if the op-
portunity -were offered them,

However, 1965 “enroliment
figures show 1,491 Native
students in'Mt. Edgecumbe in
Sitka, Chemawa in_Oregon,
and at the Wrangell Institute.
They figure that appreximate-
ly 894 students of these 1,491

trovich, Representatives Sig
Wold, Bobby Sheldcn, Walter
LeFevre, and Barry Jackson.
Local city, borough and
school board officials were
also present as was BIA area
director Wallace Craig,

(See next issue for more on
dormitory.)



