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pare a comprehensive plan to
guide its work. In carrying out
its legal mandate to respond
to the meeds of older Alaskans
through advocacy, service coor-
dination and services adminis-
tration, the Commission has
sought to actively involve older
Alaskans in setting the priori-
ties for its efforts.

The series of community
meetings brought to the Com-
mission’s attention the many
basic problems older Alas-
kans continue to face in try-
ing to get by on limited in-
comes. The plan will be com.
pleted on July 31, 1983,

The findings of the Com-
mission’s six regional forums
and nine community meetings
are summarized in a recently
ssued report. This report com.
pares the views of meeting par-
ticipants with the results of re-
cent state and federal assess.
ments of need.

Report findings indicate that
despite Alaska's concerted ef-
forts to address senior citizen
needs, many basic needs re-
main unmet. These include safe
and affordable housing, stable
incomes, primary health care,
safe water, indoor plumbing,
help with heavy housework,
purchasing adequate fuel for
the winter, and information
about existing services and
assistance in using them.

Based on the findings, hous-
ing issues ranked as the number
one concern of older Alaskans.
Those living in cities and towns
are seeking  affordable rents
and help with minor home re-
pairs. Bush elders indicate a
need for major repair work and
the construction of more single
family dwellings which are cap-
able of operating efficiently in
Alaska's extreme climate.

The need for continued state
and federal support for build-
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gevity Bonus, how could 1 pay
my $400 a month winter heat-
ing and electrical bill?"

Access to such basic health

care as a physician, nurse or
heaith aide may be unavailable
to the isolated Bush elder. For
others, the major barrier to
adequate health care is the ever

(Continued on Page Seypn)
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plan is an initial step
to bring together federal, state

tricity and fuel, and the need that the basic needs of every
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