Inmates tell kid

By Bill Hess
Tundra Times

The Native students gathered
together In the classroom at
East High in Anchorage greet
their three visitors and the
guard who has brought them
here from the Hiland Moun-
tain Correctional Center with
a combination of mild curiosi-
ty and indifference. They had
been watching a videotape of
themselves playing basketball
on the television.

Some seem slightly irritated
to have had the tape stopped
before their wvictory was
cinched.

Any indifference soon dis-
appears. The students listen in-
tently, hardly moving their
eyes from the speakers. The
inmates had only been sched-
uled to address the youth dur-
ing their noon break, but
instead are invited to stay
over for two more hours to
speak mostly to the same stu-

Alcohol, John tells the stu-
dents, is what put virtually
all of the Native prisoners now
serving time in jail. He knows
many of the young people list-
ening to him are now facing
alcohol themselves. The de-

dents again as they meet in °

different classes.

The prisoners are taking
part in what they call a
“strength of mind™ program.
“What we don't want to
see,” Harry John, Chief of the
Native Cultural Council, ex-
plains why they have come,
“is any of you guys caught in
the same system we are. We
want you to find out who you
are, find out about your tra-
ditional belief system.”
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cisions they make on its use
will impact them and people
who care for them for decades,
maybe generations.

Glenn Boyles, Tlingit, comes
on hard when he addresses
the students. He talks of peer
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pressure, of wanting to be cool,
to party, to boogey; to drink
and use drugs. In language they
understand, he lets them know

he was very recently where
they are now, He wanted 1o

be cool. He thought drinking

1

and following fads made him
cool,
“Is drugs a fad?" he asks
“You guys know anybody that
got high today? Did you get
hlﬂl today? Is that another
(Continued from Page Six)

Students at East High listen in somber silence as Sinka Crane tells of his experiences and counsels against the use of

alcohol as part-of the council’s “Strength of Mind” program.
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“In the village we didn’
have none of that stuff,” he
_ (Contirnied on Page Seven)

have running water. But 1 tell
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be proud to be  emphasizes. “We didn't even

"bunch of bull. Be proud of
I’hﬂfuum.

Pride did not come easy to
John. During military time in
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