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TEACHER AND STUDENTS learn together-lefttogetherlefttogether-IeftIeft- (( )) David Henry ,,

instructor at the Fairbanks Native Center , demonstrates thethe-

pronunciation
the-

pronunciationpronunciation of Koyukon Athabascan ,. ( rightfight ) PoldinePoldlne CarloCarlo-

tells

Carlo-

tellstells Mr . Henry how she would say it .

'

KoyjikonKOYJlkonKoyukon Dialect BeingBeim Taught
By FRANK MURPHYMURPHY-

AA free courseourse.; in the KoyukonKoyukon-
dialect

Koyukon-
dialectdialect of Athabascan is nownow-

being
now-

beingbeing given at the alirbanksairbanksrairbanksrairbanks-
Native

airbanks-
NativeNative CommunityCommuOity Center everyevery-

Thursday
every-

ThursdayThursday from 7:30-9.007309.007:307309.00900: - . p.mpm. .

The course began on Jan . 1313-

and

13-

andand will continuecontJl1ue until the midmid-mid-

dle
mid-

dle

¬-

dle of May ._ New students areare-

welcome
are-

welcomewelcome .

Instructor for the course isIS-

David
is-

DavidDavid Henry of WycliffeWychffe BibleBible-

Translat
Bible-

TranslatorsTranslatorsTranslat :) rs .

Henry and his wife Kay havehave-

spent
have-

spentspent the lastIdSt 12 years learninglearmnglearmng-
Koyukon

learning-
KoyukonKoyukon Athabascan and trans-transtrans-

criomg

trans-

CrIlOg

trans-

crioing

-

criomgCrIlOgcrioing() it intomto a written language .

At the present time AlaskansAldskansAldskans-

In

Alaskans-
inin the Koyukon region ( it exex-exex-

tends
ex-

tends

¬-

tends from Kaltag to StevensStevens-
Village

Stevens-
VillageVillage ) speak many varietiesvanetles ofof-

the
of-

thethe Koyukon dialect , accordingaccordmgaccordmg-
to

according-
toto the Henrys , who have livedlived-

at

lived-

atat KokrmesKokrlnesKokrines , Koyukuk and Alla-AllaAlla-

kakct
Alla-

kaket
Alla-

kaket

-

kakctkaket The word for boy isI-

S"keel

is-

"keels"keelfkeelf"keelskeels"keelkeel" !'" in Allakaket ,. for examexam-exam-

ple

exam-

ple

¬-

ple , and "theelatheela" " in StevensStevens-
Village

Stevens-
VillageVillage
VillageHenry

Henry believesbeheves that a writtenwnttenwntten-
form

written-
formform will help to unifyumfy thethe-

dIalect

the-

dialectdialect and preserve itIt.. Helie says ,

"languagelanguage" and culture are pracprac-prac-

tically
prac-

tically

¬-

tically inseparable .
"

He and his wife have comcom-com-

Plle

com-

piled

¬-

piledPlle a 11,0001000,000000, word dictionary , aa-

reader

a-

readerreader ( a collection of storiesstonesstones-
about

stories-

aboutabout everyday village lifehfe ) , andand-

aa booklet of excerpts from thethe-

Bible

the-

BibleBible . These form the basis forfor-

the

for-

thethe coursecou'rsecourse'
. They arearc distributeddistributed-

byby the instructor at each classclass-

and

class-

andand are available for purchasepurchase-
atat the FNA giftshopglftshop for $3,75375$3.753.75$ ,. .

Students in the class rangerange-

from
range-

fromfrom teenagers to grandparents .

Henry says , "WeWe" have almost

double the enrollment of a simiSimi-Simi-

lar
simi-

lar

¬-

lar course that was offered pripri-pripri-

vately
¬'-

vately two years ago "
He hopes thistillS course willwill-

"lay
will-

"lay"laylay" the groundwork farhrfsr an exex-exex-

panded
¬.-

panded program to be offeredoffered-
atat Lathrop High School somesome-some-

lime
some-

time

¬-

timelime in the future . "


