
Could Termination ResultC-

laims
ResultResult--ResultResultC-

laims
?--

Claims Settlement End Federal Health Program ?

COLLEGERCOLLEGIfCOLLEGE-ifCOLLEGEifCOLLEG -IfIf all fe-leralfeleralfe'leralfeleralfe-feralferal-'- nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive

¬-

tive health programs were cutcut-

off
cut-

offoff., how would Alaskans fair ?

It'sIts' a question that the SecretarySecretary-
ofof InteriorIntenor must consider withinwlthmwlthm-

three
within-

threethree years under Alaskan landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims legislation and terminatermma-termmatermina-termma-
lion

termina-
tion

¬-

tionlion could be the res-iltresiltresJItresalt- ..

Many native leadersleader arcare worwor-worwor-

ried
wor-

ried

¬-

riedriedaboutabout this possibilitypOSSlblhty andand-

so
and-

soso are scientists at the ArcticArctIc-

lIea'lh
Arctic-

Ilea'lhIlca'lhIlcalhlIea'lhlIealhIlea'lhIlealh' Research Center at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of AlaskaAlas .aa. .

They started consideringconsldellng thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem several years agoagfJagt, inIn-

staff
in-

staffstaff meetingsmeetll1gs and last year , atat-

the
at-

thethe suggestion of Joseph G .

Holts , Environmental SciencesSCiences-

Branch
Sciences-

BranchBranch , they began planningplanmng aa-

massive

a-

massivemassive study .

"TheThe" most recent comprehencomprehen-comprehen-
sive

¬-.

sive health report was made in
1948 ," notes Dr . Jules B . Cohen ,.

chief of the research centercenter"-

T11I5
center-

"This'ThisThis"T11I5T11I5"This'" organizationorgamnllon has been inIin-

existenceexistence at least 20 years andand-

all

and-

allall of its information has notnot-

been
not-

beenbeen brought up to date . . notnot-

organized
not-

organizedorganized in a fashion relativerelative-

toto planningplannmg "

IheI] helie project was planned forfor-

fiscal
for-

fiscalfiscal 1972 and allowed for inIn-

the
in-

thethe AHRCAIIRC budget Then thethe-

center
the-

centercenter set out to get backingbacklllgbacklllg-

from
backing-

fromfrom the AlaskaAla, a Federation ofof-

Nallves
of-

NativesNativesNallves , statetate and federal agenagen-agen-

cies
agen-

cies

¬-

cies
cies"Once"OnceOnce" we got Ihethe money toto-

do
to-

dodo it we could say 'DamnDamn'DdmnDdmn' thethe-

torpedos
the-

torpedostorpedos , full speed aheadahead'butaheadbutahead'but-
it

, 'butbut'

ifit" it was goinggomg to be a worthworth-worth-
while

worth-
while

¬-

while piece of work , we neededneeded-
ihe

needed-
thetheihe backing ,. of A.NAN. S5 . , the statestate-

Health
state-

HealthHealth and Welfare and , not inIin-

thethe least , the A.F.NAF.NAFN. . . ," explainsexplamexplains-
lofts

:;
HoltslIoltslofts[ .

At firstfir t the native leadersleader diddid-

not
did-

notnot likehke the idea .

'TheyThey"They'" thought we were looklook-look-

ing

¬.-

ing109 for a way to get the federalfederal-

people
federal-

peoplepeople to cut back when reallyreally-

Continued

really-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)

,



End Health Program? . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

we'rewere' in the businessbusmess to see thatthat-

health
that-

healthhealth serviceservace is maintainedmamtamed .

They implied we were just stoostoo-stoo-

ges
stoo-

ges

¬-

ges of the A.M.AAM.AAMA. . . ," Holts recalls .

In answer , the center wrotewrote-
ou

wrote-
outoutou t its proposal ..

"TheThe" budgets of the IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth Service , the Alaska DeDe-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment and the AHRC were
$2323$ million , $66$ million and $1.51.515$1.5-

million
$1.5-

million
$ 1.515..

million respectively during thethe-

last
the-

lastlast fiscal year . The Office of0101-

Economic

of-

EconomicEconomic Opportunity disburdisbur-disbur-
sed

disbur-
sed

¬-

sedsedapproximatleyapproximatley $1,515$1.51.5$ L5,. millionmillion-
inin the same period ," the AHRCAHRC-

researcher
AHRC-

researcherresearcher noted ._

"TheThe"Thecost" -costcost.cost-. forfJr the delivery ofof-

health
of-

healthhealth service to Alaska NativesNativesI-

Sis about $450450$ per person perper-

year
per-

year "year , which is at least one halfhairhair-
of

hathat-

ofof the first year'syears'' per capitacapita-
cash

capita-
cashcash allotment to be realizedrealized-
from

realized-
fromfrom the settlement of the landland-

claIms
land-

claimsclaims under the most favorablefavorable-
circumstances

favorable-
circumstancescircumstances proposed .

"ItIt" is important ,. therefore ,.

that the state and federal governgovern-govern-

ments
govern-

ments

¬-

ments and the AFN be cognizantcogO/zantcogOzantcogOzant-
of

cognizant-
of /of the extent of the health propro-pro-

blem
pro-

blem

¬-

blem in Alaska . They shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe aware of the years of plan,¬,

ningping that were required to setset-

up

set-

upup the federal machinery inclu-incluinclu-
dmg

((incluinclu-inclu-

ding

¬-

dingdmg the building and staffingstafflOg ofof-

hospitals
of-

hospitalshospitals ) for Native health care .

"ThisThis"" functioningfunctioningsystemsystemsystem-
should

system-
shouldshould not be abolished hastily ,

rrornor its present fundingfundmg level be .
reduced merely because of aa-

land

aal-

andland claims settlement . As aa-

case

a-

casecase in pointpOlOt , Alaska will recallrecall-

that
recall-

thatthat federal funding for otherother-
Alaskan

other-
AlaskanAlaskan projects decreased afterafter-
the

after-
thethe statestale receivedreCClved 900 millionmillion-
dollars

million-
dollarsdollars in oil lease money . "

"OurOur" interestmterest is maintainingmamtamll1gmamtamll1g-
health

maintaining-
healthhealth servicesserY1ces or improvingImprovl/1gImprovl1gImprovl1g-
them

improving-
them

/
them . " Dr . Cohen adds . "We'veWeve"We've-

observed
"We've-

observed

" '

observed by congressional psypsy-psy-

chology
psy-

chology

¬-

chology after a momtarymonltarymonitarymonltarywmdmonitarywindwindwmd-wmdwind-wmd-

fall

wind-

fall

¬-

fall and generally funds startstart-

becommg
start-

becomingbecomingbecommg tighter..

"WeWe" intendmtend to hirehne severalseveral-

grad
several-

gradgrad students ; one to study thethe-

hlstny
the-

historyhistoryhlstny: behind other claims setset-setset-

tlements
set-

tlements

¬-

tlements and an economist toto-

StU

to-

studystudyStUstudyeconomicyyeconomlceconomiceconomlc, alternatives .,". "
The center project ( whichwhich-

now
which-

nownow has native backingbacklOg ) will alsoalso-

cover
also-

covercover many other aspects ofof-

native

of-

nativenative health .

Among those workingworJong on spespe-spespe-

cIal

spe-

cial

¬-

cial reports will be Dr.. FrederickFrederick-
AA . MilanMilan , anthropologistanthrQf'1anthrQf1anthr'ologistloglst andand-

f'cTiif'cTiifcTii"' cTne
°
r* f-j.hccfj.hccfj.hccjhcc- . _ fUer'sfUerslei'sleisr'srs' BehavioralBehavioral-

SCiences
Behavioral-

SciencesSciences Branch ; Dr RobertRobert-
Rausch

Robert-
RauschRausch , chief of InfectiousInfectlou DiD-DDi-DiD-

sease

Di-

sease

, ¬-

sease section ; Dr E . M . Scott ,

biochemist and chiefcllIefcllIefofchiefofof ChroChro-Chro-

nic

Chro-

nic

¬-

nic Disease ; Dr John Lee , PuPu-PuPu-

blic
Pu-

blic
¬-

blic HealthlIealthIlealth Service DirectorDnector ,

Alaska Native HealthlIealth ServiceServace arulaIdaddaId-
Dr

add-

DrDr . Martha Wilson , Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

live
Na-

tive

¬-

tivelive HealthlIealth Service .

Agencies includedmcludedincludedinmIn the lislis-lislis-

ting

¬.-

tingtlng are the State Department ofof-

lIealth
of-

HealthHealthlIealth and Social Services , ComCom-Com-

prehensive
Com-

prehensive
¬-

prehensive Health AdvisoryAdvisory-
CouncIl

Advisory-
CouncilCouncil , Bureau of Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs and the Health-Right-HealthRightHealthRight-
Project

HealthRight-
Pr

HealthRight-
Project

- -

ProjectPr ject , Office of Economic OpOp-Op-

portunity
Op-

portunity
¬-

portunity .

Dr . Cohen hopes to10 have thethe-

survey
the-

surveysurvey completed well beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe Secretary of Interior is rereirei-

quired
'

quiredcjuired to make hisJ1I5 evaluation .

The center'scenters' work might wellwell-

save
well-

savesave Interior limeHmetime and moneymoney-
and

money-
andand be an important factor inIn-

the
in-

thethe decision on terminationtcrmmation .


