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n presalepredale
process ststillill on for 88

the interior departments minerals
management service has announced
it will conticontinuehuc the predalepresaleprbsalc process
leading to a scheduled 1988 oil and gas
lease sale sale 107 in the navarin
basin off alaskasalanskas coast

in april we asked the oil and gas
industry to indicate their interest in
leasinglasing and exploring the proposed
sale area said william D bet
tenberg minerals management ser-
vice director eight of the 10 com-
panies thatihatahat rresponded indicated some
degree of interest so we will proceed
with the presalepredale steps

the service will continue to prepare
a draft environmental impact state
ment scheduled for release in the
spring of 1987

sale 107 is the secondseonobeono sale schedul-
ed for the navarin basin the first

sale 83 wa held april 1717198417.19841984 and
resulted in the issuance of 163 leases

leaseholdersLeaseholders have been inenjoinedjoined
from further drilling by court order
however and all navarin basin leases
have been suspended

the courts action resulted from a
lawsuit against the interior department
brought by the village0 of gambell
which claimed that the lease sale
violated a section of the alaska nat-
ional interest lands conservation
act

the lower courts decision will be
reviewed by the US supreme court
in 1987

depending on the supreme
courts decision some of the uncer
taintydainty surrounding exploration in the
navarin basin may be removed bet-
tenberg said


