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ItIt was a clear mghtnight ., withwithawith-
full

with-
full

a

full moon shmmgshining bnghtlybrightly TheThe-

treeline
The-

treelinetreeline on both sides of thethe-
river

the-
riverriver and the moon reflected offoff-
the

off-
thethe Kuskokwim River The river-
looked

riverriver-
lookedlooked calm and beauufulbeautiful . :

But sUddenly ., after a boatboat-
stopped

boat-
stoppedstopped at the fishcampfrshcamp acrossacross-

thethe village , a woman began toto-
wail

to-
wail

!

wail sorrowfully ., "HowHow" comecome-
you

come-
youyou make my Jimmy drown ? ""

Somehow the beauty of the riverriver-
wa

river-
waswawas gone ., but to the residents ofof-
that

of-
thatthat village utt wasn'twasnt' 'SomethmgSomethmgsomething'Somethmg-
new

something-
new

'
new Nearly every summer rhetherhe-
river

the-
riverriver took someone like JimmyJimmy'sJimmysJimmy's-
not

' !.
(not Iushis real name ) life and toto-
almost

.

abnostalmost every drownmgdrowning alcoholalcohol-
was

JJ-

waswas

While
involvedWhile
involved

alcohol and boatboats often ' )
tresultedsulted In a fatal mIXture InIn-

that
in-

thatthat viJlagevillage ., many other villagesvillagesivillages-

to

villages-

in
i

toin Alaska also had to deal withwith-
drownings

11-

drownmgsdrownmgsdrownings In[ n i9831983 thatthatcalmcalmcalm-

moon
alm tt-

moon.htmoon.htmoonhtmoon .ht nverflyer took at least three (!

livelives between MaMay and Septem-SeptemSeptemfSeptem-
ber

Septem-
ber

-- f

ber , acordmgacording to PublHPublic: Safety'sSafetysSafet .' ii-

RecordsRecordRecords and AdmlOlstAdministrationAdministration-
The

ration
The total number of w.aterwater. ta-tata-

t

-

.
t ahtIeahties In Alaska last yearyear wawaswas-

t30
t

130t30 In the{ he summer monthmonths 3333-
ruralrurarural) Alaskans dIed aas a reresultresult-

of
uh ff-

ofof drowning t,t-

ButBut there are many thmgsthingsthings-

thethe total number doesn'tdoesnt' show ., rrr-

MarilynMarilyn Crenshaw of the PublIcPublic-

Safety
(

Safety Office said When the EE-

Alaska

I,
AJaskaAlaska State Troopers do thethe-
paperworkpaperwork the troopers aren'tarentaren't-
required

aren't-
required

'

required to say alcohol was jj-
involvedinvolved . .

Crenshaw said ., .TheyThey"They'". ( trootroo-trootroo-
pers

-.
pers ) don'tdont' always put 1tit on thethe-
paperwork

the-
paperworkpaperwork we get . If drown-drowndrown-
ing

drown-
ing

-

ing was the cause of death itit-
sayssays drowning . They don'tdont' saysaykk/kk-

alcohol

'/

alcohol..
tJ"tJCrenshawCrenshaw added that-

urban
thatthat-

urbanurban areas aren'tarent' concernedsaylitifif-
a

if-
a

lit

a drowning resulted from intoxiintoxi-
cation

.

cation but many ruralrural-relatedruralrelatedruralrelated-
organizations

-relatedrelated-
organizations

.

organizations have inquiredinquired-
aboutabout the number ruralrelatedIof alcoholalcohol-
related

alcohol-
related

I
related drownings .

While no one could say exactexact-exact-
ly

.-

ly how many drownings werewere-
alcoholalcoholalcoholrelatedrelated , another questionquestion-
remains

question-
remainsremains unanswered :; Who is re-rere-

sponsible
re -

sponsible for ensuring thequestionIsafetysafety-
of

safety-
of

I
ofofruralrurarural Alaskans wwhoo weuse theirtheir-
rivers

their-
riversrivers as primary sources ofof-
transportation

of-
transportationtransportation ?

Since statehood the AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Troopers have been givengiven-

the

given-

thethe responsibility of ensurinensuringensuring-
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, Drowning"quest'-ionsre'm'aiDrowningquest-ionsremaiDrowning
"

questions remain
' unanswered

'

: nsW red ' :

" "

"

,
"

(CpntinuedContinuedContinuedromPagefromPa(romPage:; e One )
thth.safethe.safetythesafety.safesafe. y of MaskansAlaskans by enforc-enforcenforclenforc-
ing

enforcli-
ngg

-

ingingg . the"lawthelawthe1aw"' ' .,
'

'UntUUntU'UntJUntJ' ( the ., VillageVillage-
Public

Village-
PublicPublic '' Safety'OfficersSafetyOfficersSafety '

Officers were int.'
roduced thethe'troopersthetroopers. .troopentroopen.'

.; 'werewere' were tnthethe-
only9tllyonly: tawlaw enfoenforcementement agents inin-

rurat
in-

ruralruratrural
,
Alaskaaska ., 1nin some villagesvillages-

the
villages-

thethe ,
,trooperS Ireare 'stinstin'stillstill'

, the oonlyonly-
law

yy-

lalalaw enforcemenforcementnt ageagentss .

In , urban are'asareas' '' a: 10c31local police ,

force is given tthee , . responsibi1iYresponsibilityresponsibi1i-
Yt

responsibility-
to

$

tto<? ensure ththe safetyof.motoristssafetyofmotoristssafetyof.motorists-
when

safety : of.motoristsmotorists-
whenwhen alcoholalcohol is involvedinv lved . LocalLocal-
OffiCefS

Local-
officersOffiC-efSOffiCefSofficers- arare assigned to check ,.

points along roads in Anchor-AnchorAnchorrAnchor-
age

Anchorr-
age

-

age . When a driver is caught dri .

ving while intoxicated the driverdriver-
has

driver-
hashas to serve a mandatory 7272-
hours

72-
hourshours in jail..

On Alaskan rivers which ofof-
ten

.

ten serve as rural highways ,

troopers or village public safetysafety-
officers

safety-
officersofficers aren'tarent' assigned patrolpatrol-
duty

patrol-
dutyduty .

"WhenWhen" you have so many viovio-viovio-
lent

-.
tentlent cnme\cnmecrimescnmeit!\ itits' hard to justifyjustifyr-

IVer

justify-
riverrIVer pat rolrob. " State Trooper DeDe-
tachment

De-
tachmenttachment Commander Joe DeDe-De-

Temple

.-

Temple nlI Bethel sl1dslidslid-

Some

:

Some leelfeelleelafeelaa river patrol mavmaymav-
not

may-
notnot be the answelanswer foto boatIngboatIng-
while

boating-
whilewhile U11I1Xlcatedmtoxicated . A 1dbaltribal tead-teadlead-leadlead-
et

tead-
el

-

elet , WilhtWillie:' Goodwin< oudwm ., who servesserve-
sa

serves-
asaas VIl'tVIltvice' ' l'hamnanlhamnanchairman' tOItot the Koue-KoueKotzeKoue-
hue

Kotze-
hue

: -

hue IR 1\1A\1Illdian( IlldianIndian ReorgantZ3ltonReorganizationReorgantZ3lton-

Al
Reorganization-

ActAlAct' ( 1 ggrH.t'rnmentH.trnmentHtrnmentr . ' rrnment and haInnanchairmanchairman-

of
haInnan-

ntntof UnJ1tUnit r> d1 TrTribesbe of Alaska saidsaid-
it

,aidaid-
IIitfan'

a rivesVt' J patpatrolpatrolsavedro} saved liveslive " IInI-
Iwould

n-

wouldwould he henefll:1alhenefll1alheneficial,: hUIbut IfIf-
II

if-
uIIu wawas w.edwedused. to earchsearch boat , 1\1tt\1-

would
tt-

wouldwouldwouldlilt/liltliltnot/ he a lugHallogicallugHalanlogicalanswer.: ananswerwel
10 thehe dHwnmgdIwning, problem .

.' 'UU'" 11 n" were for purpose . lItoflIt-
safety

of-
safetysafety we wouldn'rwouldnrwouldn'twouldnt' have a prob-probprob-
lem

-.

lemIem BUIBut It they (1rooper1roopertroopers( )

used 11n 101lot eanhelsearches.: ! we'dwed' get up-upup-
et

up-
set

-

set'et ., " GuudW10Goodwin 'laidlaidsaid' .

GoodwmGoodwin said the trooperstroopers-
areare rnakmgmaking an effort to cur-curcur-
tail

cur-
tail

-

tail the number of drunk driv-drivdriv-
ers

driv-
ers

--
ers on water ways . ul"II" knowknow-
they've

know-
they'vethey'vetheyve' been arresting people ,

,""
Goodwin 'laidlaidsaid' , adding thatthat-
someone

that-
someonesomeone in Selawik had beenbeen-
arrested

been-
arrestedarrested "They'reTheyre" ' making somesome-

effort
some-

efforteffort , which is good .
It"",

GoodwGoodwinn said it would bebe-
difficult

be-
difficultdifficult for a tribal governgovern-govern-

ment

.-

ment to mstitutetnstitute a river patrolpatrol-
because

patrol-
becausebecause the state would notnot-
give

not-
givegive a tribal government the jur-jurjur-
isdiction

jur-
isdiction

-

isdiction to do it and a tribaltribal-
government

tribal-
governmentgovernment wouldn'twouldnt' have thethe-
manpower

the-
manpowermanpower either ,.

"IfIf" "we tried "thth"thatt there .ww.wouldwould-
be

ulduld-
bebe , somebody sayi1gsaying! wwe wwerere ex.

ceedingseeding our authorityauthorityf., If we diddid-
would

did-
wouldwould 'wewe'we hire our ownawn cops?

Howow cancan wewe ? The only ggovernvern ,+

mentment I know is' the' 'statestate'statestate' 'andand'and-
they

'and-
theythey wouldn'twouldnt' give that tQto aa-

tribal
a-

tribaltribal governmgovernmentnt
.
, How ccouldcould-

we
ulduld-

wewe dodolt1t eveneven-'Ifeven-Ifeven-'Ifwe
'

fwewe wanted to ? ?'
Goodwin asked ,-

While tribal govemmentsgovernments maymay-
not

may-
notnot be given the-authoptytheauthoptytheyauthority-

to pa.,

troltrot nverselvers ' 'andand', '

make BWBWI atar.
rests laskaAlaska Fish and Wildlife ofoff-
icers

.

ficers do have the authority toto-
make

to-
make'arrestsmake'arrestsmakearrestsmake '-arrests

a-

rrests'
;

.

Good times can be had onon-
Alaska's

on-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' rivers , as indicatedindicated-
by

indicated-
byby this pleaspleasantnt ettingsetting$ inin-
Northwest

in-
NorthwestNorthwest Alaska ass LukeLuke-
Samp.son

Luke-
SampsonSamp.sonSampson. takes one of hishis-
young

his-
youngyoung sons fishing . Yet .,

boaters who run the riversrivers-
with

rivers-
withwith alcohol in their bloodblood-
can

blood-
cancan ruin the day not onlyonly-
for

only-
forfor themselves but othersothers-
too

others-
tootoo .

Photo by Bill Hess
.

f

Whi1While there are ' numerous\numerousnumerous-
driving

numerousnumerous-
driving

\

driving safety coursecourses$ ' .avav.availableavailable-
in

ilable >

in urban areas , in rururalal
. areasareas-

"there
areas-

there"therethere"guarantee'ththere
,

is no guaranteeguarantee-
that'thth'

thatt a person would be able to ,,

participate in a .boatingboating
.

ssafetysafety-
program

fetyfety-
program, program if convicted

' of driydriv :'
Ing a boat wwhileile hitoxicatedintoxicated,

..,,
"WeWe" .dodo'do.' have a smallsmall scalscald ,

water
.

"safsaf" safetyty proiramprogram
''"" DeDc .

temple said but a boat .opecopecoper
.,

.

atofatot would be required ;oo.paropar. par .

tlcipticipatete in a safety programprogram-
only

program-
onlyonly after a onvIctipnconviction andnd

' 1ifw( '

a ' ;judge ordered the defendantdefendant-
toto'..

\\'hen'henhenWhen\\' askedk d
,how a drunk .,

., bpatboat driver was identified De-DeDe-
Temple

Dc -.

Temple explexplainedined
, , uYou"YouYou" haye"tohayetohaye"to-

wat
have "toto-

watchwatwatchh the operatiQnoperation of thethe-
boat

the-
boatboat .." If ththe driver of thethe-
boat

the-
boatboat appeared ,to ' 'bebe'be weavingweaving-

oror showed snllarsimilar signs of aa-
DWI

a-
DWIDWI oon1on1thethe roadroadI

I'

thehe trooperstroopers-
would

troopers-
wouldwould 'taketake"take'"' ''themthem' 'toto'to ., the .bankbank.bank-
and

,
and make ththemm do a sobrietysobriety-
test

sobriety-
testtest ., '"" hho :added .

t .UeuterrantGlenneutenant , Glenn Godfrey ofof-
the

of-
the,the StateTroopersStat iTroopers? said , "WeWe" dodo-
investigate

do-
investigateinvestigate all vessel fatalitiesfat litles .

WWe'reWere'rere' geared
.

't9t9
'
tQ take ititaftitafteraftafterr thethe-

fact
4e4e-

factfact;" .,

'JtJt
'

Xt' was also.arter'thealso.arterthealsoarterthealsoafter'thealsoafterthe.,
' tactfact thatthat-

theAlaska
that-

theAlaskatheAlaska:, State Troopers had toto-
respond

to-
respondrespond ,to the

, 224 ,, fatal drown .
1n811ngs. whichoccurredwhich , occurred betweenbetween-
JanuaryJanuary and MarchMarchofof 1984 in "='

AlakaAlaskalThe$ .,
, l.

The ., number is baSedbaSedonon fig-figGgfig-
ures

-

uresureswhichures
'
which have been flledfiledfiledwithwithwith-

the
;

the Public Safety . Division inin-
Juneau

In-
JuneauJuneau , More recently , anotheranothe-
rafter.theact

anothe-
rafterthefactafter.theactaftertheactafter-the-factafterthefact.- ,-( ,waSwas Ray PeltotaPeltola'ofPeltolaof'ofof'

.,

Aniak ., ., ,,HisHis-Hisbody.- body hasn'thasnt' beenbeen-
found

been-
foundfoundfoundbutbut-but:

- his boatboat was foundfound-
driftfng

found-
driftingdriftfngdrifting 20 miles up the 'Hol-'HolHol'Hol-
tna

'' -

itna(tna RivetRiver ,


