"Yup'ik Antigone' a hit in France

Perserverance Theatre’s pro
duction of “Yup'ik Antigone,”
written and directed by Juneau

playwright  Dave  Hunsaker,
opened the Theatre of Nations
Festival last week in Nancy,

France, to an 'enthusiastic in-
ternational theatre audience
“Yup'ik  Antigone” showed
“acting from the heart,” said
a, French reviewer, and rep-
resentatives of well-known the-
atres such as Jerzy Grostowski’s
Polish Theatre Lab commented
that they believed the play to
be one of the most significant
festival pieces and predicted

that the scenic and ritual ele
ments will be reflected in thea
tres around the world

“It’s been even more re
warding than we could have
imagined,” said Debbie Baley,
Producing Director. “The The-
atre of Nations organizers and
the French people have been
wonderful to work with.”

“It’s been even busier too,”
she added, ‘“keeping. up with
interviews by European radio,
tv, and print media.” The
actors also did a special perform-
ance of Yup'ik dances in Stani-
slav Public Square in Nancy.

Ceremonial dance from Yup’ik Antigone.

From Nancy, “Yup'ik An
tigone™ heads to Epinal, France,
where they will do one perform
ance and then on to a New York
opening at La Mama Theatre on
June 26. They will
there for two weeks

perform

“Yup'ik Antigone” was de
veloped in cooperation with the
Village of Toksook Bay, and
portions of the project and the
tour were funded by the Atlan

tic Richfield Foundation, the Ju
neau Arts & Humanities Council,
The State of Alaska and indivi-
dual contributors.
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